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being driven out 

. despite eviction ban 


m WORLD/A24 


Nuclear watchdog 
likely to report Iran 
defying UN 


emal: feedback@inquirer-com.ph 


Dennis Rodman lives up 
to bad boy image in Cebu 
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PDI Visayas Bureau 
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59 Oakwood rebels 
offer to plead guilty 
to lesser charges 


m SPORTS/AS о. 
Superfight offered free; 
Pacquiao to train in US 
starting next month 


Salceda on keeping of oil 
VAT: It'll be long hot summer 


By Michael Lim Ubac 
and Christine О, Avendaño 


IT'S GOING TO BE A LONG, HOT SUMMER OF 
discontent. 


CEBU CITY—8AD BOY. 
‘Whatcha gonna do? 
International basketball 
star Dennis Rodmanisnot — 
DENNIS! AT 


The failure to lift the value-added tax on 
petroleum products would “only aggravate the 
state of crisis" brought about by surging prices of 
crude oll in the global market, Albay Rep. Joey 


SALCEDA/AT 


Judge rebuffs Gonzalez 


Court refuses to downgrade rape charges against 3 US Marines 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


| AMAKATIJUDGE YESTERDAY HANDED JUSTICE 
Secretary Raul Gonzalez a stinging rebuff by refus- 
ing to downgrade rape charges against three of 
four US Marines, and the Americans added to the 
drama by refusing to enter a plea. 


Judge Benjamin Pozon auto- said Pozon in his order, 

matically entered a not guilty plea Gonzalez raised a firestorm of 
for them during the American ser- protests earlier this month when 
vicemen’s first public appearance һе moved to downgrade the role 
since they were accused of conspir- of three of the Marines from prin- 
acyinthe rape ofa Filipino woman cipals to accessories, saying he 
at Subic Bay Freeport. found no evidence of conspira 

“Kung puwede nga lang bugbug- The 22-year-old alleged vic- 
in yung mga taong yun (If only tim, whose real name has not 

ey could be beaten up), a been disclosed but has been iden- 
brother of the 22-year-old таре tified in media only as "Nicole," 
complainant told reporters on was apparently not present in 
seeing the Americans. court to witness the proceedings. 

Hours before the arraignment Нег lawyer, Evalyn Ursua, said , 
started, Pozon formally rejected Nicole was just around the 
as "devoid of merit” a govern- Makati City Hall's new building, 
ment prosecution motion to where the hearing was held. Her 
downgrade the charges against mother and two brothers attend- 
three of the four defendants. ed the proceedings. 

In his order, the presiding Тһе complainants lawyers had 
judge of the Makati Regional Trial denounced Gonzalez and women's 
‘Court Branch 129 insinuated that rights groups accused him of “play- 
the motion smacked of interfer- ing God” after he called for the 
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FIRST APPEARANCE: The 
four accused in the Subic 
rape of a Fili 

arraigned at the Makati 
Regional Trial Court on 
Friday. (Above) STAFF SGT. 
CHAD CARPENTIER. 


CPL. KEITH SILKWOOD 


LANCE CPLS. DANIEL SMITH (foreground), DOMINIC DUPLANTIS (behind). 


6 h id ? f th d ence inthe cour’sindependence. d 

"nce ir irt . downgrading of the charges against 
Fr. Reuter presents ‘other side’ of the accused "52022552. zum 
ered view that the motion'sthrust Prosecutor Prudence Jalandoni, al- 
cal Catholic Church showed who ing Mass twice a week” for two of Silkwood, are Protestants who isto induce the court to decide on so unhappy with Gonzalez's move, 

was getting the other one percent. фе accused Marines who are are attended to by their own pas- the participation of the three ac- ‘withdrew from the case. 
Reuter made quite a surprising Catholics—Lance Corpora! Do- tors, but “I always get to talk to cused US servicemen in the al- Тһе amended information 
James Reuter, one of the country’s appearance at the arraignment in minic Duplantis and Staff Sgt. Chad them” on spiritual matters as legedcrime ofrape onthebasisof filed by the prosecution team, 


By Volt Contreras 
ASHEPUTSIT, AMERICAN PRIEST 
Taostrevered religious figures con- Makati City of four American Carpentier—at the US Embassy well Reuter said. evidence not yet presented before adopting a Department of Justice 
Же "99 percent” of his tine as Marines charged with raping a building, where the soldiers have “They asked for a pries” i but before the secretary of jus- resolution, sought to retain Lance 
spent for the spiritual uplift of Fi- Filipino woman. Hewastthere,he been held since November last Reuter recalled in an одан n- Gre ‘which not only asks for the Cpl, Daniel Smith as the lone 
pinos. said, ава “spiritual adviser” ofthe year terview. disregard of the requirements of principal. 


. Yesterday thebeloved Jesuitand accused. е other accused, Lance Сог He said it was Chris Rowen, an due process, but also tends to The Marines have insisted only 
piominentcommunicatorofthelo- ‘The priestsaidhehasbeen “say- porals Daniel Smith and Keith FRREUTEN/AB erode the court's independence,” JUDGE AB 


Gringo aide ‘Oplan Manggagawa’ details 


captured іп qawn-to-dusk anti-GMA plot 
Los Banos 


By Marlon Ramos 


By Tony S. Bergonia He said he received no feed- ousted President Joseph Estrada, 
back from the two officials on who is on trial for plunder and 
MALACASIANG WAS FURNISHED how they were viewing the leak. whose release is being demanded 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau a copy of a document detailing a The plot allegedly dubbed byhis supporters. 
and Dona Z. Pazzibugan plot to unseat President Macapa- Oplan Manggagawa was to kick Ас about 730 am. of May 1 
in Manila gal-Amoyoon May 1involving the ой аг 5 a.m. of May 1, Labor Day, when the groups are expected to be 
Tef and the opposition, according when militant groups are expect- in San Juan, “all entry/exit points 
САМР VICENTE LIM—MILITARY to a well-placed source. ed to march on Edsa “coming leading to the municipal hal will be 
and police intelligence agents The two-page document was from the north and the east” dosed,” the document said. 
yesterday arrested a close associ- supplied by a member of the staff Ву 6:30 am. the groups ex: It said members of militant la- 
уне ай amer Gen. Gregorio of an opposition senator, said the pect to be dispersed from the Ed- bor groups coming from the Wa- 
ae en ond the laters coac. source, whoasked nottobenamed sa Shrine where they are to as- terous Hospital, the Se Juan 
used in the rebellion charges for security reasons. He said he semble, the document said. Medical Center and a "Pinagla- 
filed by the government for the gave a copy to Brig. Gen. Delfin “After dispersal, [the] groups panan warehouse" would "join 
failed” July 2003 Oakwood Bangit, head ofthe Presidential Se- are instructed to reorganize in forces with laborers in [rhe] mu- 
mutiny. curity Group, and another copy to front of the municipal hall SJ nicipal hall to guard militant 
Ernesto Macahiya, 64, the Norberto Gonzales, Ms Arroyo's " it said. groups and incoming police and 
spokesperson of the Philippine national security adviser. s a known bastion of OPLAN A4 
Guardians Brotherhood Inc., was 
arrested by operatives of the 


57x57 Bishops, businessmen join Cory's anti-Cha-cha drive 


FLIGHT CONTROL President Arroyo checks out the cockpit of 
C-130 cargo plane of the Philippine Air Force, which was overhauled 
and refurbished by a $4-milion US grant atthe Clark Economic 
Zone. Ina ceremony that included pouring champagne over the 
nose of the plane, US Ambassador Kristie A. Kenney turned over 
the aircraft to Ms Arroyo at Villamor Air Base on Friday. 


PCIG] at a store near a cockpit in " 
Barangay San Antonio in Los 4 ByT} Burgonio 
Baños, Laguna, at around 3 p.m. and Juliet Labog-Javellana 
РМР spokesperson Senior 
Supt. Samuel Pagdilao said Mac- 
ahiya would be presented to the 
media at 10 a.m. today by Army 
chief Lt. Gen. Hermogenes Esper- 
‘on and PNP Regional Director 4 
Chief Supt. Prospero Noble. 
“He did not offer any resis- 
tance,” Senior Supt. Aaron Fidel, 


THE BISHOPS-BUSINESSMEN'S CONFER- 
ence will be at the frondine of the multisec- 
toral coalition moving to thwart Malacafiang- 
backed efforts to change the 1987 Charter 
(Cha-cha). 

Spurred by the Catholic bishops “call to ac- 
tion,” the BBC is mobilizing Catholic lay organi- 
zations to derail the “Cha-cha Express” at the 
intelligence chief of the Calabar- parish level, according to former Sen. Vicente 
zon regional police office, told re- "Ting" Paterno, who disclosed the group's ac- 
porters. Ў. sion plan at the close of yesterday's launch of 

Fidel said the arrest was cov- "STOP (Sa Tamang Oras at Paraan) Cha-cha,” | 
ered by an arrest warrant for "We will take the lead. We will take the ini- 
coup d'etat issued by Makati Re- i i 1 dative toward getting the Catholic lay org 
gional Trial Court Judge Cesar ? ч ., zations to come together and conduct infor- 
Santamaria. Coup d'etat is a non- i H d w^ mation [on Cha-cha] at the parish level" Pa- 
bailable offense. é ш È terno, a member of the BBC executive com- 

"Macahiya was arrested after а A 4 MES zm k Li Ж mittee, told reporters, 
series of follow-up operations. He ex Vice President Guingona, ex-President Cory Aquino, Sen. Drilon, He named the Couples for Christ, Cathole 
was in transit and stopped by the ер. Noynoy Aquino, Akbayan Rep. Womens League and nights of Columbus 

GRINGOIAG arty-list Rep. Renato Magtubo, BISHOPS/ АВ 
D E T EL OLE NEN 
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PLEA BARGAIN OFFER 


9 Oakwood rebels to plead guilty 


By Dona Z. Pazzibugan 


SOME 59 JUNIOR MAGDALO OFFICERS UNDER- Were not bein gu sed, Says ABS-CBN 


going court-martial for their alleged involvement 
in the 2003 Oakwood mutiny have offered to | py Alcuin Papa by sectors who are out to over- 
plead guilty to lesser charges. 3 


publicsrighttoinformation. renegade Ш. Sonny Sarmiento, 
throw the government. “We are accountable to the spokesman ofa group calling itself 
TELEVISION NETWORK ABS- “ABS-CBN news strongly de- Filipino people who need com- the Makabayang Kawal Pilipino 
‘Theaceused offcersmadeknown ріпа conduct, anddisrespecttothe | CBN yesterday denied itwasbe- nies the рол accusation that it plete, accurate and valuable in- (МКР), in which he bared that 
oftheir intention to enter into plea president and superior officers. ing used to air seditious state- was used by rebel forces to air formation. And like Probe, ABS- they would “make their presence 
Ruin ra wopagehandwten The defendam? amomeys and. | ments by forces out to destabi- seditious statements. ABS-CBN СВМ will continue to fight for a felt in the coming days.” 
Parm dh they ened and ad. prosecutors wil bold negotiations | lize the Arroyo administration. пене will never allow itselfto be responsible but free and fearless Тһе interview provoked а 
iced to Armed Ките Chief of ома the next two weeks to determine Maria Ressa, head of ABS-CBN used by anyone,” she said. press and defend every Fil- strong reaction from Justice 
Staff Gen, Generoso баца. бейкуно | Newsand Curent Affairsdivision, Ress former Jakarta bureau ‘pino'srighttoknow chetruth.” Secretary Raul Gonzales who 
They are most junior officers Мај. Gen. Vicente Guerzon, | ‘told the barmen that the network chief of CNN, also said the net- ^ lest week, ТУ news program immediately ordered an investi- 
mene re то morc” Ruel who heads the military court, said | Wouldneverallow зало Бекей work will continue defend the “Probe” aired an interview with gation into the interview. 
Pulido, lawyer for the 59 defen- that if both sides fail to agree, the | 
dants told reporters. trial would proceed on May 17. 
Miltary prosecutor Col. Pedro ^ The 59 junior officers are ас. makingadezlinMeylestyearfor leased under the same plea bar- The 29 Magdalo officers are sil Pulido said the “breakthrough” 
van Ped the plea bar. cused of seizing рап of Manila's the 184 enlisted personnel impli- gain given tothe 184soldiers. facing more severe charges includ- came shortly before yesterday's 
gain offer. financial district on July 27, 2003 cated in the mutiny. But the 29 alleged core leaders ing mtutiny, which is punishable by hearing started at 9 a.m., when 
"risa good sign. At least theyre ina failed attempt to force Presi- Under the terms of the plea bar- of Magdalo led by Lt. s.g. Antonio life imprisonment or death- defense lawyers discussed anew 
open todicusing [aplea bargain,” dent Macapagal-Arroyo and then gam the soldiers pleaded guitytothe Trillanes TV and eight other off- At the resumption of the conre the idea ofa plea bargain with the 
said defense lawyer Ed Abaya. defense secretary Angelo Reyes lesser charges of disrespect and соп. cers аге not covered by the plea martial yesterday, Pulido asked prosecutors who surprisingly told 
Defense lawyer Theodore Te to resign. The mutineers surren- duct prejudicial to good order and bargain discussions. the court to postpone the hearings them to make a formal petition. 
said ший yesterday "there has dered aktera 20-hour standoff. miliary discipline. Inreumnthey were “What happened today con- saying they want to discuss plea "Ever since the accused in this 
Been no expression of openness” Six other defendants have demoed by thee ranks and sufered cerns only this group of officers. bargain with the prosecutors. case have expressed their wilfing- 
оп the part of ће prosecution to agreed to testify against their fel- a pay cut for six months. ‘There are two other groups that Davila did not oppose the post- ness to enter into plea bargain- 
discuss а compromise. low officers. Eleven Army soldiers who are are not covered by what hap- ponement. ing. So today we were given the 
“The 59 маво officers areon Defense lawyers have tried to sillbeing tried forthe mutiny are pened today, said Davilasaid,re- — Nine of the 59 junior officers opportinty to formalize it. We 
trial in military court on charges of enter into a plea bargain for the currently negotiating with mili- fering to Trillanes and other afterward talked to the court i" Pulido 
mutiny, unbecoming and undisci- junior officers after successfully taryauthoritiessotheycenbere- Magdalo core leaders. members headed by Guerzon. 


97 Metro Manila universities, colleges seek tuition hike 


By Alcuin Papa CHEd chair Dr Carlito Puno year flation rate while 24 want to stay and get CHEd's approval. for tuition increases was filed by 

said 99 out of 270 private higher ^ Outof the 97 schools, 55 want- below the inflation rate. But increases below the7.6 per- the students themselves to im- 
[AFTER OIL PRICES, IT'S TUITION education institutions had ap- ed to increase tuition and other Puno also said 35 applications centrare could bypass the require prie school facilities or for 
hikes. plied for tuition increasesbuttwo fees. Aside from raising tution for tution increase above the 7.6 ment of public consultations and salary expenses to get more quali- 

ke ost half of colleges and {ater withdrew their applications. and other fees, 20 others want to percentinflarionrarehavebeen for- only need the approval of CHEd. ty teachers. 
шне fa Meno Manila are ‘There are a total of 292 public introduce new fees. The rest only warded tothe CHEd Review Panel, Puno said there have been ex Militant students had blasted 
Seeking increases in their uition and private tertiary level schools want to increase tuition, or fees CHEd Memorandum No. 14 ceptional casei when CHEd had the CHEd memo saying it gave 
for the coming school year, the inthe National Capital Region. related to their Medicines courses. stipulates that schools raising tu- to approve increases when the schools owners and administra- 
mmission o Higher Education But Puno said state colleges Of those schools which ap- ition and other feesabovethe7.6 petitioners did not increase isti- tuu the right to unilaterally raise 
(CHEd) said the other day. anderes will not increase plied, 54 want to increase tution percent inflation rate will have to ition for the last three years. An- fees if the increase was less than 
шоп for the coming school above the 7.6 percent national in- go through public consultation other case was when the petition the inflation rate. i 
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The BMW XTour offers the thrill of the drive with: 
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_ NEWSBRIEFS 


"Fake priest alert 
A CARLO LAYSON INTRODUCING HIMSELF AS A 
rlestis not a member of the clergy, the Archdio- 
езе of Manila warned cierlcs and the public yes- 
tarday. 

“He is nota Roman Cathollc priest,” Msgr. 
Roberto Canlas, the Manila See's chancellor, sald 
ina circular addressed to the archdiocese's cler- 
gy, religious women and school heads. 

According to Canlas, Layson has claimed to 
belong to the Archdiocese of Capiz and had "mis- 
loda great number of our faithful by celebrating 

«tha sacraments.” 

He sald the phony priest had presided over a. 

; wedding and had baptized several children with- 
` out clarifying how Layson was able to undertake 
| the rites unsuspected and whether the wedding. 
i and baptisms were Invalid. 

Canlas advised the clergy to always demand а 

; celebret before dealing with people introducing 

| themselves as priests. A celebre’ serves as а 
priest's identification card and Is signed by hls 
bishop or archbishop. 

Fake priests are not exactly a new problem 
for the Catholic hierarchy. About two years 
адо, the Philippine National Police warned 
against fake "chaplains," rascals who used 
the title not only to celebrate sacraments but 
to gain money and favors the faithful. Chris- 

, lan V. Esguerra 


Ver scores in court 
THE SANDIGANBAYAN EARLY THIS MONTH 
denied the government's motion seeking 
summary judgment in its forfeiture case 
against Lt. Col. Rexor Ver, son of the late 
armed forces chief Gen. Fabian C. Ver. Ina 
resolution released on April 11, the antigraft 
court held that Rexor Is entitled to a full- 
blown trial to disprove the government's alle- 
gation that he acted as a dummy to help his 
father conceal the alleged ill-gotten wealth he 
had amassed during the administration of 
President Ferdinand Marcos. In Its motion, 
the Presidential Commission on Good Gov- 
ernment olaimed that Rexor's plain denial 
that his properties "are not ill-gotten" is In- 
sufficient to overcome allegations that he al- 
lowed himself to be used as ‘a dummy, agent 
ar nominee’ of his father. The court disagreed 
noting that that the defendant's answer ralses 
а question of fact that can only be clarified 
during a trial on the merits of the case. The 
Vers fled the country with the Marcos family 
jn 1986 following a military-backed people 
power revolution. Neison Е Flores 


‘Hercules’ back in action 

A PHILIPPINE AIR FORCE (PAF) C-130 "HER- 
cules” aircraft refurbished under a United 
States military grant was turned over to Pres- 
ident Macapagal-Arroyo by US Ambassador 
Kristie Anne Kenney yesterday. Ms Arroyo 
and the ambassador poured champagne over 
the nose of the huge alrcrait to celebrate the 
event held at the Villamor Air Base.. The C- 
130s are the Air Force's "main workhorse” 
‘or heavy lift missions, Some $4 million was 
spent to repair the C-130, which the PAF pur- 
chased In 1983. With the turnover, the PAF 
now has three working C-130s, said Lt. Col. 
Restituto Раса, PAF spokesman. Nikko ОЬ 
zon 


Yes to Erap request 

THE PHILIPPINE NATIONAL POLICE YESTERDAY 
posed no objection to former President Joseph 
Estrada's motion asking for permission to attend 
his mother's 101st birthday on May 3 in his Polk 
Street residence in San Juan. The PNP said itis 
willing to provide security to the former president 
Subject tothe condition that he be returned to his 
detention house in Tanay, Rizal. Special Prosecu- 
tor Dennis Vila-Ignacio expressed no opposition 
to Estrada's request citing his soft heart for math- 
ers. Nelson Е Fores 


Labor leader shot 

IMUS, CAVITE—A LEADER OF A LABOR 
group that heckled President Macapagal-Ar- 
foyo during her commencement speech in 
Cavite State University was seriously wound- 
ed in a shootout with police in Barangay 
Anabu here early morning Wednesday. Mili- 
tants claimed the incident was an attempt to 
assassinate the labor leader identified as Ger- 
„ardo Cristobal, 34. Also wounded was SPOT 
SRomeo Lara of the Imus police station. Both 
аге now in critical condition at the Our Lady 
bf Pillar Hospital in Imus. The Solidarity of 
“Cavite Workers (SCW) quickly accused 
Cavite Gov. Erineo “Ayong” Maliksi as behind 
the supposed plat to Kili Cristobal. At least 
Seven members ot the group heckled Ms Ar- 
Toyo and raised banners calling for her ouster 
while she was delivering her speech in front 
Othe graduates of CavSU last week. Maliksi 
vehemently denied the accusation. Манол 
Ramos, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


Romulo plans Burma trip 
KUALA LUMPUR, MALAYSIA—IHE PHILIP- 
pines’ foreign secretary said Friday he wil 
likely visit Myanmar in June, but refused to 
Confirm whether he would seek a meeting 
With detained pro-democracy leader Aung 
San Suu Kyi. Foreign Secretary Alberto Ro- 
mulo said Myanmar’ military funta has invit- 
ей him to visit, but specific dates and detalls 
were stil being worked out. "I will go proba- 
bly in June,” Romulo told reporters during a 
visit to Kuala Lumpur where he met with his 
Malaysian counterpart. АР 


Meco trains OFWs 

SOME FILIPINO WORKERS IN TAIWAN HAVE 
undergone training on entrepreneurship to 
help them put up their own businesses when 
they go home once thelr employment con- 
tracts end. The Manila Economic and Cultural 
Office (Meco) labor center and Taiwan's Ex- 
port Processing Zone Administration taught 
{he workers the basic principles, tools and 
techniques on entrepreneurship as well as 
the assistance avallable from the Philippine 
government. Thirty-nine workers have com- 
plated tha course that ran for three Sundays 
in Nantze, Kaohslung City. 
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Get a chance to win One Million Miles worth of free flights 


when you get a Mabuhay Miles Visa. 


With 1,000,000 Miles, travel to over 40 destinations around 


the world for FREE on board Philipi 


ee Airlines. You can 


also enjoy the following: 
› Be one of 14 weekly winners of 16,000 Miles FREE — 
good for a trip to Hong Kong or a trip for 2 to Boracay 


(Kalibo). 


> Get 500 FREE bonus Miles upon spending P1,000 once 
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› 1 Raffie entry for every P1,000 you charge to your card. 
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So this summer, they can go to Cebu, Boracay, Palawan or Hong Kong for FREE! 
Where do you want to spend your summer? Keep using your Mabuhay Miles Visa 
and you can also be 16,000 Miles away. Or you could get really lucky and win 
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‘Oplan Manggagawa’ details anti-GMA plot 


From page Al 
‘AFP (Armed Forces) from the govem- 
ment side.” 


Step by step 

Also according to the document: 

At about 8:30 a.m., “all laborers 
are [expected to be] in place.” 

© At 9 a.m, five senators and party- 
list representatives now collectively 
known as the Batasan 5 will "publicly 
call for Ate Glo (Ms Arroyo) to step 
down and announce that they will hold 
a vigil until [he] steps down." 

"They will "call [for] support from the 
people." 

The Batasan 5 are Representatives 
Satur Ocampo, Teddy Casifio, Liza 
Maza, Rafael Mariano and Joel Virador. 
They are facing what they called 
trumped-up rebellion charges. 

ө Senate employees and the Marines 
assigned to guard the chamber are ex- 
pected to immediately express support. 

e The Batasang Pambansa will be 
"reinforced by militant groups and also 
Marines securing the premises.” 

“Marines are instructed to secure the 
premises, especially ће armory. Snipers 
will be deployed in both buildings (Sen- 
ate and House of Representatives).” 

е At 10 am. people, including "reli 
gious groups,” are to mass atthe Senate, 
House and San Juan municipal hall. 


Armed assault 

‘At about the same time, an armed as- 
sault on Camps Crame and Aguinaldo 
Jed by the Special Action Force and sol- 
diers from San Juan is expected to start. 

“Target completion [for the assault] 
willbe 1100 hr,” the document said. 

By noon of May 1, the AFP chief of staff 
and the chief of the Philippine National Po- 
lice are expected to announce withdrawal 
of support from the President, it said. 

“If they resist, they will be relieved by 
the people,” said the document. 

It was not dear how this would be done. 

At 1 pm. the Batasan 5 will be 
“transported” to the Senate to “join the 
senators,” the document said. 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


MILITANT LABOR GROUPS YESTER- 
day announced plans to defy Manila 
Mayor Lito Atienza’s warning that the 
historic Mendiola Bridge was a “no- 
rally zone,” and vowed to march there 
on Labor Day. 

The Solidarity of Unions and La- 
bor Organizations for a New Govern- 
ment (Sulong) said its planned 
300,000-strong nationwide protest 
would underscore the people's right 
topeaceful assembly. 

Sulong, which includes the Buklu- 
ran ng Manggagawang Pilipino, Par- 
tido Manggagawa, Alliance of Progres- 
sive Labor, and Alliance of Genuine La- 
bor Organizations, said it would march 
to Mendiola despite the Manila gov- 
emments prohibition amid reports 
that extremist groups were planning to 
sow violence on May 1. 

"The government is cooking up a 
scenario of violence on Labor Day to 


Labor groups to defy Atienza 


preempt legitimate protests and fo- 
ment fear among the public,” said 
Sulong spokesperson Padjo Valdenor. 

“This is a worn-out tactic practiced 
by the police to give them an alibi to 
prevent workers from marching to- 
ward Mendiola, or worse, a scape- 
goat to blame for violent acts of their 
own making,” he said. 

‘Another militant labor group, the 
Kilusang Mayo Uno, said that along 
with its affiliates, it would assemble 
at 10 am. in various parts of Manila 
before holding a program at the Li- 
wasang Bonifacio at 1 p.m. 

Tt said former Vice President Te- 
ofisto Guingona and Ma. Theresa 
Pangilinan, the Cavite State Universi- 
ty mass communication graduate 
who heckled President Macapagal- 
Arroyo during her speech at the com- 
mencement ceremonies, would be 
part of the program. 


“Tanks and APCs (armored person- 
nel carriers) will proceed to the Senate 
to secure the premises,” it said. 

At 3 p.m., "Army and Marines will 
take over Malacafiang with Air Force 
contingent and get Ate Glo and Cabinet. 
as prisoners,” the document said. 

At5 pam., “if God permits, we will de- 
clare victory and will have a new inter- 
im president,” it said without identify- 
ing who this would be. 

The document said that at least 
5,000 people would be mobilized “per 
command center.” 

"If not reached, laborers will be com- 
ing in starting April 16 to be able to get 
in without a trace,” it said, adding: 

“Sleepers will be planted inside ad- 
ministration for advance information re 
‘counter measures.” 

Asked whether the administration was 
taking the purported plot seriously Michael 
Defensor, the Presidents chief of staff, said 
some points in the details were present in 


past attempts to unseat Ms Arroyo. 

One of these, he said, was the with- 
drawal of support by the police and mil- 
itary chiefs 

"Thats really their (the plotters?) 
style because they don't want blood- 
shed," he said, adding: 

"They learned from the mistakes of [for- 

Gringo [Honasan] whose ad- 
ventures in coup [attempts] were failures. 

"They realized that what you need 
[to unseat the President] was just the 
support of the chiefs of the major ser- 
vice commands [of the AFP].” 

‘Another point in the purported plot that 
Defensor said he found logical was the 
transfer ofthe Batasan 5 to the Senate. 

“That's aright thing to do, if I were to 
start a fire,” he said. "I will not discount 
that possibility" 

Defensor said that while he did not 
find incredible the purported plan to 
start a vigil at the Senate, he thought it 
would not work. 


*Mabulok sila doon (Let them waste 
their time there)," he said. 

On the supposed planned assault on 
Camps Crame and Aguinaldo and Mala- 
сабап, Defensor said that while he doubt- 
ed that the plotters would be bold enough 
tolaunch it, “we just cant ignore it” 

"If it involves an armed component, 
that has to be taken seriously" he said. 


CHR monitoring team 

The Commission on Human Rights 
will deploy monitoring teams on May 1 
to ensure police compliance with the 
‘Supreme Court ruling that deemed the 
government's calibrated preemptive re- 
sponse policy unconstitutional. 

CHR chair Purificacion Quisumbing 
said the teams, identifiable by their 
shirts and tags, would be on the streets 
to record the protest actions and serve 
as a reminder to antiriot police to re- 
spect the rights of demonstrators. 

“The CHR will be there on May 1. 
[The monitoring teams] will be there as 
а preventive effect,” Quisumbing said 
ata press briefing yesterday. 

She said the monitors themselves 
would assist the protesters in filing 
‘charges against police who would violate 
their rights during the Labor Day rallies 

‘Addressing the police, CHR Commis- 
sioner Dominador Calamba said: “Don’t 
hurt the protesters. If they hurt you, ar- 
rest them, but it doesn't mean you have 
to beat them up. 

“F they run when they are dispersed, 
don’t go after them or hurt them to avoid 
chaos... Handcuff them if necessary, but 
if possible, no tear gas or water cannons 

~ That is maximum tolerance.” 

But Justice Seeretary Raul Gonzalez 
said the government would not hesitate 
to reimpose Presidential Proclamation 
No. 1017—which placed the country in 
a weeklong state of national emergency 
last February—if the May 1 rallies 
reached the level of the bloody “Edsa 
Tres" uprising on May 1, 2001. With re- 
ports from Jerome Aning and Jerald 
Uy (trainee), Blanche S. Rivera, Ar- 
mand Nocum and Luige A. del Puerto 


GE App 


liances 
geappliances-philippines.com 


GE imagination at work 


GE airconditioners help reduce 
energy consumption like no other. 


With оп unparalleled Energy Efficiency Rating (ERI of 12, GE 
airconditioners are among the most cost-effective in the market . 


GE airconditioners are so efficient, in 


foct, that they only cost you 


as low as 3 centavos per minute of cooling. That's on unbeatable offer, 
even compared with other models available. Get superior cooling 
with superior savings. Get your hands on o GE airconditioner today. 
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FrompageAl | 
store to buy something. The intelligence! 
group of the AFP had been tailing him fort 
some time now," Fidel told the INQUIRER. 

Fidel said Macahiya had been moving from, 
опе place to another on board his Isuzu Cross4 
winds. | 

Macahiya was nabbed a few kilometers away! 
from his residence in Barangay Calo, Bay town 
Не was turned over to the Philippine National, 
Police Region IV headquarters in Camp Vicente! 
Lim in Calamba City where he is now detained! 
after five months of hiding. j 

I 


I'm innocent" 

Speaking to reporters here, Macahiya saidl 
he did not resist arrest and was ready to fight 
itout in the legal arena. | 

“As Гуе said in my past interviews, 1 am in+ 
nocent of the charges filed against me ... Giv 
ena fair chance to defend myself officially i 
court, 1 feel confident that 1 would be acquit- 
ted,” he said. 

Macahiya questioned-the timing of the rel 
lease of the arrest warrant which was issued at 
few hours after President Macapagal-Arroyo} 
declared a state of emergency last February. | 

Macahiya was charged with rebellion by! 
the Department of Justice before the Makati, 
Regional Trial Court last Feb. 25 along with 
Honasan and five others for allegedly conspi- 
ing with junior officers who staged the July: 
2003 Oakwood mutiny. H 

They were accused of inciting 300 soldiers} 
to take over the high-rise apartments inj 
Makati's financial district in an attempt toj 
force President Arroyo to step down. 

The PGBI is one of the many factions of the} 
Guardians, а fraternity of active and retired] 
members of the military and police. Honasan) 
is identified with the PGBI faction. | 


Not a military man 

Contrary to earlier reports, Macahiya is not 
a retired colonel like Honasan. He is known to} 
bea banker by profession. | 

Macahiya himself had admitted that he} 
was never part of any military or police orga? 
nization. 

Eduardo Matillano, then chief of the po- 
lice's Criminal Investigation and Detection 
Group, had identified Macahiya as a retired 
colonel. 

Although not a member of the military, 
Macahiya is known to have organized chap- 
ters of the PGBI in Laguna. 

Macahiya, Honasan's "brod" in the Alpha 
Sigma fraternity, also helped the former Army: 
colonel's senatorial campaign in 1995. ! 

Honasan, who has a P5-million bounty for, 
his capture, went into hiding shortly after ant 
arrest warrant was issued against him for al? 
legedly masterminding the Oakwood mutiny. 


S other accounts 

Aside from Honasan, the government had 
also put up а Pl-million reward for retired 
Navy Capt. Felix Turingan; P500,000 each for 
retired Col. Virgilio Briones and Col. Romeo 
Lazo; and P250,000 each for PGBI secretary 
general George Duldulao and Lina Reyes. 

Briones, Lazo, Turingan, Duldulao and; 
Reyes were earlier charged with conspiring! 
with the junior officers who took over the! 
posh Oakwood Premier apartment-hotel ini 
Makati City to press for Ms Arroyo's ouster. ^ 

Matillano had said that Macahiya, Reyes, 
Duldulao, Briones and Lazo "and other 
unidentified leaders and members of PGBI” 

the PGBI contingents that tried to get to 
Oakwood in Makati on July 27, 2003. 

Over 100 members of the 500,000-strong 
PGBI, who trooped to the Oakwood, were lat- 
er identified by the government as the “civil- 
ian component" of the failed mutiny. 

Honasan was among the 48 persons 
charged with rebellion earlier this week byi 
the DOJ for an alleged power grab plot last} 
Feb. 24. 

In an interview with the INQUIRER some: 
where in Southern Tagalog on Monday, Mac- 
ahiya said Honasan would never surrender. 

Macahiya also said the rest of their group 
‘would never allow themselves to be arrested. 

But he revealed that the former Army 
colonel, who staged a series of coup d'etat 
against the Aquino administration, had en- 
tered into back-channel talks with the govern- 
ment regarding the rebellion and coup d'etat 
charges filed against him. | 

Like Honasan, Macahiya has been in hiding 
since the Makati RTC issued an arrest warrant, 
last Feb. 25 for the coup d'etat case filed} 
against them in connection with the Oak? 
wood mutiny. 

Macahiya said he had been moving from 
place to place to avoid arrest although he re- 
mained in constant communication with 
Honasan through mobile phone. With Reuters 


Correction 

IN YESTERDAY'S issue, a story on Page 
A7—Tatad’s beef vs Davide 'not- 
ed"—misstated that former Vice President. 
Teofisto Guingona declined his appoint- 
ment as ambassador to China after he had 
a falling out with President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo. Guingona actually accepted the post 
but resigned in July 2005—just a few 
months after Ms Arroyo named him am- 
bassador in January 2005, 

Readers may send their requests for correc- 
ser d cud атп i wing to te Dr 
Desk, Philippine Daily Inquirer, PDI Building, 
Chino Roces Avenue corner Mascardo Street, 
Mak C, fax Nox 897 4755/94 ema 
address: daydiskinquirercom ph. 

Complaints about lack of fairness or objec- 
ivi may be sent to Lorna Kalaw Tio, read- 
advocate, email address: readersadvo- 
ateunqurercom. ph or fax Nos, 897-47- 
9759, Am: Readers Advocate. Her phone 
umber is 897.8808 Local 342. 
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IMPORTANT MESSAGE TO CONTACT LENS WEARERS 
FROM BAUSCH & LOMB 


ReNu? with MoistureLoc® withdrawal 
in the US has no impact in the Philippines 


The ReNu®with MoistureLoc® withdrawal in the US has NO impact on the ReNu* MultiPlus solution 
or other Bausch & Lomb producis marketed in the Philippines. These products have long been 
trusted by consumers and eye care professionals worldwide, and the ReNu® MultiPlus solution 
continues to be sold and used in the United States and other parts of the world. 


While Bausch & Lomb has not launched ReNu® with MoistureLoc® in the Philippines, there may be 
consumers who are holding the product from other sources. Bausch & Lomb advises these consum- 
ers to switch to ReNu® MultiPlus® solution until current investigations are concluded. No cause for 
the infections has yet been found and the above action is strictly precautionary to support the inves- 
tigations. 


ReNu with MoistureLoc manufactured in our Greenville plant in the US is being investigated by the 
US FDA and CDC to find the causes for this rare occurrence of the Fusarium keratitis. To date, 
NO cause for this vi -threatening infection has been found. All additional testings of 
ReNu with MoistureLoc and inspections Bausch & Lomb carried out show that our product is safe 
and efficacious when used as directed. 


Lens Care Hygiene is Critical 


Regardless of the brand of disinfecting solution you use, all contact lens wearers must practise 
stringent hygiene when wearing and handling their lenses. It was found in the investigations of 
the health authorities that many patients failed to practise good lens care hygiene with some 
sleeping overnight with their lenses on or wearing expired lenses. Bausch & Lomb strongly 
encourages contact lens wearers to strictly follow the contact lens wear and care recommenda- 
tions of their eye care professionals to continue to enjoy safe and comfortable lens wear. 


Bausch & Lomb has dedicated more than 150 years to protecting and perfecting the vision of 
we will continue to put the safety 


Consumers who have additional queries can call 817-8541 loc 58. 


“We won't stop until we're finished. If there is a problem with our product, we'll find it 
and we'll fix it. If there's not, when we come back you'll be able to know with absolute 
certainty that we've taken every possible step to ensure your safety.” 


Ron Zarella, Chairman and CEO, Bausch & Lomb 
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Salceda said. 

Salceda, chair of the House appropriations 
committee, yesterday insisted that a suspen- 
sion of the 12-percent VAT on oil until Decem- 
ber was a "proportional response to the 
plight” of ordinary workers. 

"The lifting is time-bound and would auto- 
matically revert [once the crude oil stabilizes 
at $65 per barrel]. The revenue loss is com- 
pensable by postponing Executive Order No. 
366 [government reorganization] and the fis- 
cal space from P38 billion savings," he said. 

‘On Wednesday, the Cabinet decided to low- 
er oil import tariffs to cushion the impact of 
high crude prices and keep the government fi- 
nances on track, formally junking the idea of 
shelving VAT on petroleum products. 

Obviously hurt by Malacafiang’s decision to 
throw out his proposal, Salceda said: "No, I 
mustn't envy them but T must stave off further 
damage on the President and on the people from 
them. [have learned to ignore the ignorable.” 

He said the oil summit called by Mala- 
сайапр “simply proves my point—its an ap- 
parent reaction prompted by fears of silent 
rage. And that summit came up with the 
things that would ease the intellectual mis- 
cries of [Press Secretary Ignacio] Bunye.” 


Unkind truth 

‘The decision of the Cabinet was an “unkind 
truth,” said Salceda, one of President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo's economic advisers. 

He pointed out that 146 congressmen 
shared his assessment. 

"These congressmen listen to the people 
who elected them. It’s our duty to faithfully 
articulate their views and feelings on the cur- 
rent state of affairs," he said. 

Sakeda was referring to 146 of the 
236-member chamber who had already 
signed a resolution he authored favoring the 
temporary VAT deferment. 


Silent rage 

Inlieu of a law repealing the expanded VAT, 
the House, with the agreement of the Senate, 
could swiftly adopt a joint resolution asking 
the executive to defer its implementation 

House Majority Leader Prospero Nograles 
said the resolution would only seek the lifting 
of the VAT on oil for a given period, so there 
‘was no need for another law. 
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Dennis Rodman lives up to bad boy image 
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about to shed his bad boy image, wher- 
ever he may be in the world. 

Although he was given the best in Fil- 
ipino hospitality, Rodman was obvious- 
ly not enjoying his visit here Thursday 
and snubbed the media. 

Rodman was with the other National 
Basketball Association (NBA) “legends” 
for the "Bad Boy Tour” of the Philip- 
pines, and played against the San 
Miguel All Stars at the Mandaue City 
Sports Complex on Thursday evening. 

‘As expected, the NBA Legends team 
easily won the game, 124-94, against 
the San Miguel All-Stars. 

People, however, did not talk about 
the game as much as they talked about 
Rodman’s sullen behavior that, Cebu 
officials said, was clearly noticeable the 
moment he stepped out of the plane 
from Manila at the Cebu-Mactan Inters 
national Airport. 


Eats banana wrapper 

Rodman's foul mood was made worse 
by the fact that he ate budbud, a local del- 
icacy of steamed sweetened rice cake 
wrapped in banana leaves, without 
knowing that he had to unwrap it first. 


In a speech she delivered in Bacolod City, - 


Ms Arroyo said the “best” option of the gov- 
emment to ease the impact of higher oil 
prices was to reduce the tariff on petroleum 
products. With Alcuin Papa and Carla P 
Gomes, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Who would 


He had bitten half of the budbud and 
was already chewing it when he real- 
ized his mistake and spat it out. Rod- 
man’s face showed no reaction al- 
though there were amused smiles and 
laughter all around. 

"No one knew if he was angry or 
not," said Cheryl Ouano, chair of the 
Mandaue City Sports Commission. 

Quano explained that Rodman to- 
gether with the NBA legends paid a 
courtesy call on Mandaue City Mayor 
Thadeo Ouano. 

Rodman was left behind in the may- 
ors office, while the other players were 
brought to the conference room for a 
snack. Ouano said she immediately 
briefed the NBA stars on how to eat the 
delicacies being served. 


Very hungry 

The NBA stars, she said, were laugh- 
ing because they could not pronounce 
some of the names of the food. When 
Rodman arrived at the conference 
room, he took the budbud and ate 
it—wrapper and all. 

Ouano said she had no time to ex- 
plain to Rodman how to eat the delica- 
cy. He seemed very hungry, perhaps be- 

itwas already past lunchtime. 


“Laid, ‘Waitt wait!” Ouano recalled, 
but Rodman was already chewing the 
budbud. 

After the incident, Rodman went 
straight to the Waterfront Hotel and did 
not join the group for the lunch and 
press conférence at Yo Latino, an up- 
Scale festaurant also owned by the 
Опапо family. 

Ouano said that before the budbud 
inciderit, it had been difficult to ap- 
proach Rodman because he looked 
withdrawn and serious. 

She said Rodman could just be tired 
from his flight from Manila—which 
had been delayed—and wanted to 
rest for his scheduled game in the 
evening. 

But sports reporters covering the 
game said Rodman did not stop scowl- 
ing and was clearly in a foul mood. 


Father wants reunion 

Photojournalists who tried to take his 
picture were blocked by his body- 
guards. 

In Angeles City, Rodman’s father, Phi- 
lander, also wants to see his son. The 
two have been estranged for more than 
40 years. 

Philander first attempted to reunite 
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with basketball's bad boy nine years 
ago and failed. Now 65, the old man 
wants another shot. 

‘The Inquiner caught up with him on 
‘Thursday at noon, drinking with three 
Fields Avenue habitués in a store run by 
ex bar workers in Angeles City He wore 
a red-and-white jersey emblazoned 
with his son's Chicago Bulls No. 91. 

“I would really try to see him this 
time,” he said, teary-eyed and voice 
cracking. 

Philander retired from the service in 
1977, remarried Paz, a Filipina, and set- 
tled in Angeles City. 


‘I did not abandon him" 

He said he first tried to reunite with 
his son in Chicago on his 57th birthday 
on Feb. 11, 1997. He claimed he did not 
abandon Rodman, a son from his first 
marriage. 

“I did not leave him or his mother 
(Shirley). I was in the military and she 
did not want to come with me to my as- 
signment in the Philippines. Then she 
put bad things in his head,” Philander 
said. 

Rodman, born on May 13, 1961 in 
‘Trenton, New Jersey, was 4 years old 
when Philander moved to Clark in 1965. 
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Even one who suffers from a serious health condition can now hope tàsurpass the normal life expectancy. Pfizee's 
life-changing breakthroughs in medical research have produced medicines which help prevent and treat ailments 
like hypertension, arthritis, bad cholesterol, and severe infections. Salamat sa Maykapal, sa alaga ni Doktor, at sa 


mga gamot na binuhusan ng research, the hope of a better, stronger, and longer life for you and your loved ones 
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Dahil mahalaga ang buhay, ang gamot dapat sulit. 
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MEANWHILE, the scene outside the Makati courtroom quickly fills up with colorful banners 


activists. 


matching language carried by women 
RENIAMORA 


judge rebuffs Gonzalez 
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опе of them had sex with the woman and that 
itwas consensual. 


Expunged from records 

It had sought to downgrade the charges 
against the three others: S/Sgt. Chad Carpen- 
tier and Marine Lance Corporals Keith Silk- 
‘wood and Dominic Duplantis. 

The DOJ resolved that the three should be 
classified as accessories as they did not direct- 
ly take part in the alleged crime but were only 
present when it occurred. 

‘A principal may be sentenced to a maxi- 
mum penalty of life imprisonment. Acces- 
sories are liable to up to 20 years in jail. 

‘With Pozor's order, the court would retain 
the original criminal complaint, in which all 
four Marines stand as principals. 

„ Poton also ordered that the amended infor- 
‘ation be “considered expunged” from court 
records, 


Woman with bandana 

~ Nicole has accused the Americans of raping 
her on board a cruising van inside the Subic 
freeport zone last Nov. 1. 

‘Smith and his alleged coconspirators—en- 
tered the packed courtroom in civilian clothes 
accompanied by several Americans believed 
tobe US Embassy staff 

The Marines, who have been in custody of 
the embassy, sat on a bench on the left side of 
the room facing the judge. 

The rape victims mother arrived with a 
woman whose head was covered with a ban- 
dana, partly obscuring her face. It was un- 
clear ifthe woman was the victim. 


‘Justice for Nicole" 

Journalists and photographers, who were 
not allowed inside the courtroom, had to peer 
through glass panels to see the proceedings 
inside the courtroom. 

Only five media members were allowed in- 
tothe courtroom. 

About two dozen members of the women’s 
group Gabriela picketed the courthouse, with 
placards saying, ‘Justice for Nicole,” ‘Jail the 
Yankees" and "Rage Against Rape.” 


"Legal strategy" 

"We didn’t enter any plea because if we did, 
we would have waived our right to question 
the order of the court denying the amend- 
ment of the information," said Jose Justini- 
ano, lawyer of Silkwood. 


Fr. Reuter presents ‘other side’ 
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embassy official and retired US Marine now 
married to a Filipino woman, who approached 
him regarding the soldiers request. 

"They didn't have anything else to do and 
they wanted something to keep their mind 
(about). So Гуе been seeing them twice a 
week, almost since the time they were 
brought to the embassy.” 

‘And in those series of visits, he said, he has 
come to "know them more personally" 

Outside the embassy, Smith and company 
would expectedly face the wrath of anti-US 
protesters or any Filipino citizen outraged by 
the alleged rape. 


‘Not at all wild’ 

They were, after all, accused of taking part 
in the rape of a 22-year-old Filipino woman in 
a rented van while going on a joyride at the 
Subic freeport. Smith allegedly had sex with 
the complainant while the rest watched and 
even “cheered” their comrade on. 

But Reuter, who was careful not to touch on 
the merits of the case, gave а different picture 
of the four Gls. 

"They are really clean-cut men, that’s why I 
wanted the press to meet them. If you'd just talk 
to them, they make a very, very good impres- 
sion; very soft-spoken, not at all wild,” he said. 


^ À 


By Armand N. Nocum 


JUSTICE SECRETARY RAUL GONZALEZ 
yesterday warned the rape case against 
three of four US Marines could weaken af- 
ter a Makati court threw out a justice de- 
partment resolution downgrading them 
from principals to accessories to the crime. 

Gonzalez also said there were two possi- 
ble defense witnesses who could “destroy” 
the case of the rape complainant but that 
the witnesses were not willing to come out 
with their testimony. 

‘Asked whether the decision of the judge 
to retain Keith Silkwood, Dominic Duplan- 
tis and Chad Carpentier as principals 
would affect the case, Gonzalez said: “I 
don’t think there's any evidence on that. If 
there was an iota of evidence that could 
make them principals, I would not have 
hesitated to downgrade them to the level of 
accessories.” 


Gonzalez says court action 
will weaken case vs 3 


“| don't believe there's a case against them 
(Silkwood, Duplantis, Carpentier) as princi 
pals. There's a rape case against them, but 
motas principals. There are two credible wit- 
nesses who will destroy this case, if these two 
people will testify" he said. 

He also said that defense lawyers 
planned to elevate the matter before the 
Court of Appeals. 

But he said it would not affect the one- 
year trial period provided under the Visit- 
ing Forces Agreement, which only applies 
to the trial period following arraignment. 

He took exception to the Makati judge's 
claim that the DOJ resolution recommend- 
ing downgrading of the charges could af- 
fect the court's independence. 

“The court has not acquired jurisdiction 
over the case yet,” adding that the judge 
“should know that a resolution of the fiscal 
will always be brought to the secretary of 
justice for review” 


Rene Saguisag, one of the complainants 
private lawyers, said: "I guess that's the better 
tactical approach ... I cannot blame them. I 
think they will raise all possible defenses 
available under the laws of the land. That's 
their professional and ethical duty,” he said. 

Justiniano said he would raise an appeal 
against Pozon's order before the Court of Ap- 
peals and he believed the court overstepped 
its functions. 


SWAT escorts 

Ursua said her group was happy with the 
court's decision. 

“We proved that Gonzalez's resolution was 
wrong ... They (defense) cannot stop the pn 
cess. The process has started and it will con- 
tinue,” said Ursua. 

Clad in casual attire, the four accused ar- 
rived at 2:30 p.m., a half hour late for the 
hearing. Escorted by members of the Makati 

е Station's Special Weapons and Tactics 
team, they were allowed to use the buildings 
special express elevator—used only by city of- 


A few days before the arraignment, Reuter 
wrote the Inquirer as director of the Catholic 
Church's National Office of Mass Media en- 
couraging the paper to get an interview with 
the four accused. 

In the letter, he noted that “all the publicity 
that these men have received” had been about 
the charges against them, statements from 
the alleged rape victim, and legal opinions of 
the lawyers or government officials in- 
volved.” 

Yesterday's court appointment, he said, 
was media's chance to "balance the picture” 
by interviewing the suspects even for a brief 
moment. (The suspects’ escorts, however, 
whisked them quickly in and out of ће court- 
room, preventing any media interview.) 


Personal backgrounds 

Reuter also provided brief personal back- 
grounds on the suspects, the kind of informa- 
tion that has been withheld by their custodi- 
an, the US Embassy: 

'e Smith was 19 years old at the time of the 
incident. He celebrated his 20th birthday 
three weeks ago. 

© Duplantis is 21 and was described by 
Reuter as “a gentle, soft-spoken” African- 
‘American, 


© Silkwood, 22, is “the tallest of the four.” 
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ficials, judges, city prosecutors and other 
‘VIPs—to reach the courtroom. 

“Just like any accused, the look of uncer- 
tainty is manifest in their faces, they really do 
not know what their future will be,” said Un- 
dersecretary Zosimo Paredes, executive direc- 
tor of the Presidential Commission on the Vis- 
iting Forces Agreement. 

Ursua had a different impression of the 
Americans. 

"They looked like the usual Marines who 
had no expression. We need to break stereo- 
types and myths here because if you look at 
them, they look very tame, but we all know 
what they did,” said the lawyer. 


‘Don't be fooled by looks’ 

"The public should know that they lock like 
tame puppies, but don't forget that they raped 
and abused a Filipina, treated her like a pig, 
threw her on the road. Thats what they did. Lets 
not be fooled by their looks," she continued. 

The court set the next hearing on May 12 
fora preliminary conference. 


of the accused 


е Carpentier, 27, is the platoon leader. His 
wife and children are based in Okinawa. He 
has a 7-year-old son and a daughter who has 
just turned 4. 

Tn the interview, Reuter said he had also 
been in contact with the soldiers’ parents in 
the United States. 


How to keep their chin up 

Asked what kind of counsel the Marines 
have sought from him, he said: "How to stay 
cheerful, how to keep their chin up, how to 
smile, in this terrible, stressful situation." 

“T try to give the word of God to them, to 
keep them cheerful, because they are very, 
very tense and very depressed, really" he 
added. "And I like them personally, that's one 
reason why I'm here." 


Whomever God sends me 

As someone who had endeared himself to 
Filipinos, why was he that willing to get in- 
volved in an emotionally charged case seen as 
a potential test of Philippine-US relations? 

"Because I'm a priest, for heaven's sakes,” 
he smiled. “I deal with Filipinos 99 percent of 
the time. Now l'm asked by an American. Am I 
going to say no?” 

"Tm always praying to be worthy of the peo- 
ple who come to me, whom God sends to me." 
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Bishops, businessmen join 
vag Cory's anti-Cha-cha drive 


From page Al 
among the groups that could mount 
an information campaign for 
parishioners on the “truth” behind 
Charter change, 

“On the basis ofthe information, 
we are confident that the parish- 
ioners would say no to Cha-cha,” Pa- 
temo said. "When the time comes for 
a plebiscite or signature campaign, 
they can take the proper action.” 

The BBC is cochaired by Bish- 
op Angel Lagdameo and busi- 
nessman Ric Pascua. 

"The launch of STOP Chacha at 
Chib Filipino in San Juan saw certain 
paricipants demanding a more active 
role from the Church in the face ofthe. 
huge resources being employed by 
the government in pushing Cha cha, 

But Archbishop Antonio Ledes- 
ma, vice president of the Catholic. 
Bishops Conference of the Philip- 
pines, said Church leaders would 
keep off the political campaign. 

He pressed the laity to "be at the 
forefront” by discerning the situa- 
tion and taking concrete action. 

But President Macapagal-Ar- 
royo was unfazed. Speaking at the 
16% National Convention of the 
Vice Mayors’ League of the Philip- 
pines at the Bacolod City Conven- 
tion Center, she urged local gov- 
emment officials to continue to 
back her in the push to amend the 
Charter for а shift to a parliamen- 
tary form of government. 

“Our political system is out of 
touch and leaving us behind the 
rest of Asia and the world whose 
parliamentary systems have done 
‘wonders to speed up their devel- 
opment,” she told some 1,500 
conference participants. 


Commitment 

Former President Corazon 
Aquino, former Vice President Te- 
ofisto Guingona Jr, Senate President 
Franklin Drilon, lawmakers, busi- 
nessmen, civil society and militant 
groups, and Cabinet members who 
quit last year at the height of the 
“Hello Gard" wiretapping scandal 
discussed ways to stop the "illegal, 
deceptive and immoral” people's ini- 
tative aimed at changing the presi- 
dential form of government. 

They agreed to counter the ad- 
ministration's efforts with protest 
rallies, concerts, road shows and 
a bawipirma (recall the signa- 
ture) campaign nationwide, 

“Ies important that each of us 
here make a commitment. | have 
to make a commitment again and 
again because there are some 
people who refuse to listen,” 
‘Aquino said at the open forum. 

“Туе been called many names, 
and somebody said, ‘Cory, don't 
you think you should keep quiet 
now? But 1 feel that while I can 
stil stand up, while сап still talk, 
I should speak out and voice 
whats in my mind and in my 
heart. Otherwise, I should not 
call myself a Filipino," she said. 

Asked if she was still calling for Ms 
Arroyo's resignation, Aquino said: 
"Thatis included {in the campaign)” 


Tothe streets 

Drilon said the STOP Chacha 
campaign was also a means of prepa- 
ration in case the Supreme Court re- 
Visited its 1997 injunction against a 
peoples initiative and allowed it to 
be used to amend the Charter 

‘The high court had earlier 
barred the Commission on Blec- 
tions from verifying signatures, 
saying there was no enabling law 
for the use ofa people's initiative. 

Sigaw ng Bayan, a coalition of 
pro-Cha-cha groups, has been 
gathering signatures and submit- 
ting them for authentication. 

Drilon said STOP Cha-cha 
would take to the streets if the 
Supreme Court gave the thumbs- 
up to the people's initiative. 

“The others who tumed up for the 
launch of the coalition included Rep- 
resentatives Francis Escudero, Be- 
nigno Aquino Ш, Erin Tañada, Епа 
Rosales, Rene Magtubo and Risa 
Baraquel; “Hyatt 10" members Cora- 
zon Soliman, Florencio Abad, Imel- 
da Nicolas and Teresita Deles, 
Makati Mayor Jejomar Binay and 
Lito Banayo of the United Opposi- 
tion, University of the Philippines 
professor Randy David, Evelyn 
Singson of the Management Associ- 
ation of the Philippines, Marco de los 
Reyes of the Nationa! Union of Stu- 
dents of the Philippines, Ronald Lla- 
mas of Akbayan, Bettina Legarda of 
Bangon Pilipinas, Karen Tañada of 
the Gaston Z. Ortigas Peace Institute, 
and Guillermo Luz of the Makati 
Business Club. 


Just say the word 
Representatives of ihe Black & 
White Movement, Be Not Afraid 
of Sen. Panfilo Lacson, and other 
groups were also present. 
At the open forum, former Capiz 


è 


Assemblyman Dandy Tupaz said 
one surefire way to stop Charter 
change on its tracks was for the 
Catholic Church to openly order the 
faithful “not to vote" for Cha-cha. 

“TF the bishops will say, Don't vote 
or ride on the train of Gloria; then 
this is dead,” he said, eliciting ap- 
plause from portions of the crowd. 

Ledesma, however, said the 
bishops were not given to making 
“political options” but only made 
statements “from the moral and 
pastoral dimension.” 

“We have stated that it's really 
the lay Christian that should be at 
the forefront—first by discerning 
the situation and then also mov- 
ing for some concrete action to be. 
taken," Ledesma said. 

Tat all, the CBCP stand on the is- 
sue is “a call for the Catholic faithful 
aswell as men and women of good- 
will to be involved in public affairs 
for the common good," he said. 

Abad, a former education secre- 
tary, said the Church was the only in- 
stitution that could match the gov- 
ептеп "organizational reach? in 
the information battle over Cha-cha. 

“We can't do this in Metro 
Manila. We have to go all the way 
to the villages, to the barangay. 
Apart from the military, the only 
other institution that has the 
reach is the Church," he said. 


“Be like Sin’ 

Addressing Ledesma, Abad asked 
upto what extent the CBCP would go 
to link bishops, parishioners and 
‘Church-based groups to counter the 
administration's vigorous push, which 
he said was gaining momentum. 

The archbishop replied: "We 
have started our information drive 
on ... the peoples initiative. 1 be- 
lieve that in many dioceses, that 
has been started. And maybe with 
gatherings like this, there will also. 
be an increase in {the activities) of 
Church-based groups.” 

То this, Tupaz said: “If the CBCP 
standis ambivalent, nothing will hap- 
pen to us... At least be like [the late 
Jaime} Cardinal Sin who was at the 
forefront of the fight that removed 
the dictator [Ferdinand Marcos)” 

‘At this point Paterno rose to de- 
fend Ledesma. "The CBCP is refrain- 
ing from political actions; [its] only 
making judgment on the moral is- 
sue, If we have to hide behind the 
bishops to take action, we should be, 
ashamed of ourselves,” Paterno said. 

later commenting on Tupazs 
сай on the bishops to emulate Sin, 
Ledesma told reporters: “These are 
all entirely different situations, and 
ina sense, the bishops are trying to 
discern whats really good for the 
people." 


Clearing the way 

In Bacolod, Ms Arroyo called on 
her supporters to back Cha-cha. 

"The rough and tumble of parti- 
san politics have strained our path. 
with obstacles, but you have shown 
in your support for me that we cari 
act to clear the way and now to 
dear the way for fundamental 
change founded on the deep-seated, 
aspirations ofthe people,” she said. 

"The President skipped mention of 
STOP Cha-cha and focused on con- 
vincing her audience why the 1987 
Constitution should be changed now. 

She said many countries had 
adopted a political system that 
made them prosperous. 

“Let us join these developing and 
modemizing countries. Let us bring 
the country and our political system 
tothe 21st century" she said. 

She also thanked the vice may-, 
ors’ league for its “commitment to 
work on informing the people and 
facilitating discussion on this very 
important change that wil bring 
the Philippines to the 21st century" 

*1 thank you because you believe 
and you have expressed that we 
must continue to ignore the noisy 
political flak being fired ar the ship of 
state, and you keep our sights on the 
prize ofa better future,” she said. 


Protest caravan 

But as the President was rally: 
ing the vice mayors to support her 
programs and policies, various 
groups in Bacolod were holding 
an anti-Cha-cha caravan, accord- 
ing to Felipe Gelle Jr, secretary 
general of the militant Bagong 
Alyansang Makabayan in Negros. 

Gelle said the protest actions 
were meant to "convey the mes- 
sage" to Ms Arroyo that Negrens- 
es strongly opposed "her version 
of Charter change.” 

“[Ms] Arroyos so-called Cha-cha 
пай is, in reality, dilapidated. I is 
[eingi tom down by illegitimacy, 
corruption cases and greed for pow- 
er Tt will not take the mation to 
progress bur to further degradation,” 
hesaid. With reports from Chris- 
tine 0, Avendaño in Manila; Carla 
P Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 
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Cops deny they're scaring protesters | .. "m 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. ensuring a peaceful May 1 cele- on Thursday it had recovered six chieftain Khaddafy Janjalani, were [| 
and Luige A. del Puerto bration. We are taking preemp- grenades and an improvised still in Metro Manila and could stil 4 
tive measures,” National Capital bomb in a house in Marikina City, carry on the alleged plot. х 
METROMANILAPOLICEYESTER- Region Criminal Investigation and said it believed the bombs Dolina said investigators were 
day brushed offaceusationsthatthe and Detection Group chief Senior were to be used by the Abu looking into bank slips found in- 
discovery of grenades they said Supt. Asher Dolina said. Sayyafon Labor Day protests. side the alleged terrorist hideout. 
Mere intended to be used by Abu “Wecan accept that accusation ‘The team had pointed out that One of the slips, he said, came 
Sayyaf terorists to bomb street rather than being blamed, once the bombs were equipped with from a bank in southern Philip- 
protests wasea ploy to frighten something wrong happens, that shrapnel aimed at hurting people. pines and bore the name of the 
Uirgovernmentdemonstator. we did not do anything. Lives lost The suspects would have used high person maintaining the account. 
these police operations we cannotberecovered,"headded. explosive chemicals if they just "Ме are trying fo trace where 
have been doing are all aimed at Dolinas team had announced wanted to bomb buildings, згіб, the money came from and where 
р Dolina said they were stil un- it went,” he said. 
ning after 10-12 Abu Sayyaf mem- Militants saw in the reported 
Gov't sees peace deal giiir аа 
edhowseinMarikina ty asastore- “scrip” by the government to [| тоба Pis, Malati Cy 
ith M b H M house of explosives and a meeting scare off people from joining Бара езин stat? 
WI oro rebs Іп ay place to discuss the alleged plan. protest actions on Monday. 
He would not confirm whether ^ They said that it was incredible 818-8888 241-1894 
KUALA LUMPUR—THE PHILIP- the Philippine military says has  thesuspected Abu Sayyaf members, that a month of monitoring the ac- SS ae Leading 
pine government is confident 11,000 members with more than including Jojo Janjalani who is be- tivities of suspected Abu Sayyaf men | ОПА 2005 CNBC Asa Business Leader Awards Honor Rat / Condominium Developer 
fata key hurdle to a peace ас. 8,000 firearms, has been fighting lieved to bea relative of Abu Sayyaf һай failed to lead toa single arrest. Vv LLLI 
ord with the country’s largest for selfrule in the South for more 


Muslim separatist rebel group than two decades. A 2003 ceasefire 
will be cleared soon, Foreign Sec- isin place while Malaysian-hosted co PIE RS ЕСА 


retary Alberto Romulo said here negotiations are underway. ҮЙӨ Canon Olivetti Savi 
а * Olivetti « Savin 
yesterday. Malaysian Foreign. Minister i rae. 
Philippine negotiators might Syed Hamid Albar, who met Ro- [ee EE 5 еп es. 


sign a preliminary pact with the mulo to discuss bilateral issues, 
Moro Islamic Liberation Fronton said his country hopes to help 5 
Muslim territorial claims in the Philippine authorities plan mea- E 
southern Philippines as early as sures to spur economic develop- VER dU 8th Independence 
next month, when both sides meet ment in Mindanao, a volatile, im- i 
for talks in Malaysia, said Romulo poverished region regarded as “Soe Day Celebration 
duringa visit to Kuala Lumpur. the Filipino Muslim homeland. 

“The most important thing isto “Being close neighbors, = А 
overcome these (territorial Malaysia would like to see peace Blessed is everyone 
claims), which is really the major and prosperity prevail in the 7 
issue” Romulo told reporters. Philippines,” Syed Hamid said, | COPYTRADE, 
Ae re optimistic that this im. noting that Malaysia has both fa.) 8З, who blesses you, O Israel... 
portant part of the peace process cilitated the peace talks and sent 740-0185, to „ва 


„їйї finally be concluded here.” troops to monitor the ceasefire. лаа вум зае com ph. 


Such a breakthrough could en- Malaysian officials said earlier ~ 

able a comprehensive peace deal this week both countries might 3 EX | Ü à P || U A 

to be reached by September, Ro- cooperate in implementing socio- 

mulo said, noting that both sides economic projects and to im- 

fave come anagreenett bar prove Islamic schools in the "мү 

cally" on various details. southern Philippines. The New Split Type Aircon (The Glory of Israel) 
Officials have previously said The United States has also = 

the issue includes the scope of vowed financial support for the |; 

Muslim claims to ancestral terri- area if a peace deal is signed, [pecera Ж 


tory in the southern Philippines though some US officials suspect E ай : 
and their right to utilize and de- that certain MILF members may be Wall-Mounted With / our best wishes... 


velop land. collaborating with al-Qaida-inked |4 hp-P1 6,500 
"There is no problem whatso- Indonesian militants to plot attacks 3 

ever, but there has been a need and hold terror training. Ap _|tSopP18,500, 209925000, 25h 230,000 OHOL YAOHUSHUA 
for consultation with Floor Mounted 
the — stakeholders,” 3hp-P39,500 Shp-P55,000 © P. O. Box 1482, 


Talo oos | Jeni WE NEED Free Installation! —__ Jerusalem, Israel 91014 
eee ee p BROKERS Call:2432610,2414731 http://www. YAOHUSHUA.org/index.html 
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35-storey Office, Commercial. 
а Residential Condominium 


Own a unit for as low as 
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AUSTRALIAN EDUCATION EXHIBITION ; 
5-6 Мау 2006 TO ORIGINAL SONY PLAYSTATION 2 UNIT 


TRADE-IN TRADE-UP 


In exchange for your old/working or non-working Sony Playstation 1 
К; A or 2 Units, Circuit City is giving you 35% off when you purchase a 
brand new Sony Playstation 2 unit from May 1, 2006 to May 31, 2006. 
Originally priced at P11,540, now you can start enjoying the new smaller, 
slimmer Sony Playstation 2 at a friendly price of just P7,500. And if you 
{ | purchase the Sony Playstation 2 together with other playstation 2 Accessories, 
5 May from 2PMto6eM V | we'll give you an automatic 20% off on all its accessories. 
doy, 6 МоукотІРМЮ?РМ 1 | ceems : 
Li 4 SONY PLAYSTATION 2 
SCPH 70006 


P 7,500* 
300 Mhz processor delivers enhanced clarity and mesmerizing graphics. 
What's more, the PlayStation 2 doubles as a CD/DVD player. It also plays 
most of the original PlayStation games. 

|_srp: 11,540 


» 
This FREE exhibition allows You fo і 19 ознокоп instituta 
how you can apply to stüdy in Ausirdlig. Please bring transcibiEnczoerésu а е 


For more information, please contact: f 


PARTICIPATING CIRCUIT CITY BRANCHES : CIRCUIT CITY (SM NORTH EDSA) 9279409 * CIRCUIT CITY (SM MEGAMALL) 6366816 * CIRCUIT CITY 
(SM FAIRVIEW) 9395012 * CIRCUIT CITY (SM MANILA) 5226251 * CIRCUIT CITY (SM SOUTHMALL) 8003023. 


Sony Poston 182, PSI 8 PS2 are registered trademarks of SCEI ands respecive отет Рег DTI-NCR Permit No. 0888, Series of 2006 
coe ches ely 
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An (72 А < 
С Tierra María GRAND i 
hu tins мост" OPEN HOUSE 


A FULLY DEVELOPED 
33-hectare residential farm subdivision 


filled with mature, fruit-bearing trees. 8 A.M. to 5 P.M. 

: T Secured Perimeter Wal April 30, 2006 

TA 750s is, 

BUILD YOUR HOME eed ted erui CON. PRESENT THIS AD FOR 

| IN THE CITY OF ALL SEASONS! xed interest rate of 12%p.a.for A FREE GIFT & RAFFLE STUB 


| 5-year in-house financing 


ide livi ~ Clubh jth pools, functi 5, M “ & B "зы 
Relaxed countryside living тоо ntm RSVP Girlie or Lito = 


lat its best — within reach of all ~- Camping areas, verdant meditation park of Telefax: 843 7917 


| urban amenities and facilities „ More Mant hectares Tel Nos: 844 3303, 889 9802 a 


F 889 8143 Tierra M. 
| Developer: Mary's Garden Realty Corp. = i 3 US one 
HLURB Permit No. 11246 2 Mobile Nos: 0920 537 5767 


Design Consultants: Palafox Associates 0919 3925959 
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Wala nang gaganda pa sa ginintuang sikat ng 
araw na humahawi sa kadiliman upang 
ipahayag ang pagdating ng isang bagong 
umaga. Isang umagang puno ng pag-asa. 


The beauty and mystery of sunrise is always a 
welcome sight. This year, Prudentialife celebrates the 
triumph of hardwork and achievements at 
Prudentialakbay Boracay 2006, a gathering of sales 
champions and delegates. Together, as one family, 
Prudentialifers can have fun strolling on the white 
sands, enjoying the crystal clear blue waters and 

Prudentialife Founder and Chairman Ambassador Francisco A. Alba admiring the sunrise admiring the sun, a symbol of hope and bright 

at Akean's "Bugtong-Bato", a rock landmark of Boracay Nuevo: where the Sun rises! tomorrow especially amid these trying times. 


Prudentialife's Founder and Chairman Ambassador 
Francisco A. Alba and the management team 
will welcome Prudentialakbay 2006 participants 
at Boracay Nuevo, a resort property of Akean 
Resorts Corporation (ARC), an affiliate of the 
Prudentialife Group. 


Sa pagsalubong mo sa bukang-liwayway 
Maaasahan mong ako'y iyong gabay 
Nasa tabi mo lang ako'y kapit-kamay 
At hindi bibitaw sa landas ng buhay 


That was a difficult year! But thanks to your 
unwavering support and commitment, we have 
managed to stay strong and stable despite the 
problems facing the pre-need industry. Patunay 
lamang ito na basta't tayo'y sama-sama, buhay 
ang pag-asa. 


And so we gather here in Boracay to celebrate the 
fruits of our hardwork and give recognition to the 
best of the best - the National Sales Olympics 
Champions and top Sales Associates. 


Ienjoin you to have fun and enjoy the fellowship. 
as we move forward in 2006 with new hope, 
stronger faith and renewed vigor. И 


Jose Alberto T. Alba 
President 


^ 2006 National Sales 
TOP 10 AGEN 


el B. Napilot А Oscar D. Sar 


TOP 10 SALES COUNSELORS 


, Eugenio B. Vinola 


Joycyn C. - ` Imelda M; $ Ma. Katherine L. ма, Cecil 
Hammering Mazan Rodelas ова Nubio егей 


With loyal and dedicated sales force, along with a professional management and staff, we have become a leading Filipino pre-need and 
financial services company. Dahil sa kanila, buhay ang pag-asa sa Prudentialife! And as we move into the future, nobility, culture of 
excellence and social responsibility will continue to guide our commitment to serve the Filipino family. 


Every year we take time out to honor our Sales Associates 
who have shown exemplary dedication and excellence 
in their profession. This year, we indulge them with 
3 days of fun under the sun in the island paradise of Boracay. 


(Schedule of Activities) 


Day 1 

- Pagsalubong at Kapatiran = 

- Akean Ati-atihan ҮД 
- Bugtong-Bato Salu-Salo 

- Kapatiran Luau Night 


аә; 
qus D 
- Pasasalamat at Parangal 5 


- Thanksgiving Mass 
- Katuwaan sa Beach 


= Gabi ng Parangal CPST TES 
р; f ў P 
гуз И 


- Free Day » Mahalaga ang matiwasay na pamumuhay kaya 
ang Prudentialife ay kabahagi ninyo sa 
pagpapagaan ng buhay para sa peace of mind, 
secure life and bright future. 


E 


lakbay 20 


Patuloy na nagbibigay pag-asa tungo sa magandang kinabukasan sa 
pamamagitan ng wide range of services ~ pre-need, memorialization, 


5 financial services, healthcare, travel and leisure, real estate backed up 
[3 by information technology. Ang Prudentialife ay nagsisilbing ilaw at 
" gabay upang makamit ang isang magandang buhay para sa bawat 
ө @ pamilyang Pilipino lalo na sa panahon по pangangailangan. 
4 ч 


А - Л <- ТОР 5 AREA MANAGERS 
Olympics Champions i М 


[CY MANAGERS 


Pédro Romeo M. Rodelas Jesus Р. Sagsagat 


Mo, Magdalena C. Herminia А. Ma. Jennifer М. ом оюна S. 
Aftelio Obrero Маріо Ulangca Аса, 
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Bravado or ignorance? 


I T SEEMS TO ESCAPE FORMER PRESIDENT JOSEPH 


Estrada and Sen. Panfilo Lacson that their alleged 
complicity in an espionage case in the United States is 
Serious. They continue to either shrug off or express sur- 
prise that their names have been dragged into the contro- 
versy. Their remarks betray their ignorance of the gravity 
of the scandal. 
The disgraced former president and 
EDITORIAL the senator, along with former Speaker 
Arnulfo Fuentebella, have been cited by 
a US attorney as alleged participants in the unprecedent- 
ed espionage case against Filipino Michael Ray Aquino 
and Philippine-born American Leandro Aragoncillo, а 
former White House analyst and intelligence agent, who 
allegedly downloaded several classified documents and 
e-mailed them to Estrada and the others. 

Estrada dismissed the documents they received, saying 
there was nothing “classified” about them. “What I got 
were reports of the US Embassy about events that had 
happened here. There was nothing written there that we 
did not already know,” he said. 

Meanwhile, Lacson seemed to dare US authorities to 
indict them. “If they were going to indict us, they should 
have indicted us nine months ago,” he said. 

Their statements may indicate either bravado or igno- 
rance. The information provided by Aragoncillo might or 
might not be new, but they were sourced from US intelli- 
gence files. And they were sourced from the White House 
System. The seriousness of the case is no laughing matter. 

Tt may be that the intelligence data were culled from 
press reports about the Philippine situation, but the fact 
that they were contained in regular updates from the US 
Embassy in Manila should show that they were classified 
information—they were analyses of Philippine events 
that were officially classified as confidential. 

The suspicion of American and Philippine authorities is 
that Aragoncillo and Aquino, who have connections with 
the political opposition here, were passing off the intelli- 
gence data to opposition groups seeking to topple Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo. American prosecutors have, in 
fact, described Estrada as Aquino's godfather and Lacson 
as Aquino's mentor. The connections prefigure a twisted 
affair with grave repercussions. 

President Arroyo may be prone to destabilization at- 
tempts because of questions about her legitimacy, but 
that her opponents received classified information from 
US sources should indicate the complicity of some Ameri- 
cans. The espionage case may yet become a diplomatic 
and geopolitical tinderbox. 

Tt remains to be seen if American prosecutors are going 
to press the issue against Estrada, Lacson and Fuentebel- 
la. Lacson seems confident he would escape unscathed 
since he seems to dare, in a rather backhanded sort of 
way, the American prosecutors to indict him. But he has 
admitted he had received the documents, and whether 
they were revealing or not, the fact stands they were clas- 
sified and had come from confidential White House files. 
The incident is embarrassing for him. 

‘The incident is also embarrassing for the US government. 
Wittingly or not, it has allowed its own intelligence system 
to be used for what appears to be a dangerous campaign to 
destabilize another government. It may continue to camou- 
flage its pronouncements in diplomatic niceties or judicial 
rhetoric, but it knows the issue is grave. The awareness 
seems absent in Estrada and his alleged co-conspirators. 


Another day of carnage 


carnage and mourning and another stain on the image of the 
Arabs were added Tuesday to a long list of similar painful hap- 
penings in our region, Not much seems to be known about the mur. 
derous perpetrators, and speculation moves around a possible local 
grouping or the pernicious al-Qaida. 
What is known is that the barbaric crime targeted Egyptians and 


A NOTHER CHAIN OF DEADLY BOMBINGS, ANOTHER DAY OF 


places where they make their livelihood: a 
restaurant, a café and a supermarket. This 
FOREIGN shows hatred and a base nature, and has little to 
COMMENT do with any “ideological” belief 
‘Together with heads of state, Islamic groups 
Hamas, Muslim Brotherhood condemned the attacks. The barrage of 
‘condemnations is reassuring. Humanity can still assert itself. 

But citizens need to be alert as well. And governments should be 
reminded that unaddressed grievances often fester to bursting point, 
poisoning minds and debasing mankind, 

‘The sooner the murderers are apprehended and brought to justice 
the faster we can leave behind another dark episode in this region 
plagued by destruction. Jordan Times (Amman, Jordan) 
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A censuring contrast 


ACCORDING TO A RECENT ISSUE OF TIME 
magazine, a poll commissioned by Bucking- 
ham Palace revealed that among several 
British institutions, the police obtained the 
highest approval rating from the people at 73 
percent with the armed forces in second place 
at 72 percent. The Church of England ranked 
third at $1 percent followed by the Royal Fami- 
lyat47 percent. The Parliament finished last at 
43 percent. 

Assuming that poll to be honest unlike some 
polls conducted by our own Malacafiang 
Palace, we cannot help admiring the showing 
of the police and the armed forces of Britain 
which must really deserve the support and 
commendation of the people they have been 
serving with exemplary fidelity. 

‘The bobbies of England are widely admired 
as respectable keepers of the peace and Scot- 
land Yard is known throughout the world as 
the upright nemesis of criminals. The bravery 
of the British soldier has been extolled from 
the time of Shakespeare to Churchill and up to 
the present, to glorify the armed forces of what 
used to be the British Empire on which the sun. 
never set. 

1know comparison is ódious, but the results 
of that London poll raise the unavoidable con- 
trast with a similar poll that may be held here 
to examine the record of some of our own 
‘counterpart institutions. Such assessment will 
fill us with a sense of helplessness and self- 
blame for tolerating their flagrant excesses. 

‘Almost every day, there are reports of police- 
men involved in holdups and robberies and ex- 
tortions, let alone drunkenness and other 
kinds of misbehavior that besmirch their im- 
age as the principal law enforcers in this coun- 
try Only recently a former head of the National 
Bureau of Investigation was discovered to 


MUCH HAS BEEN SAID ABOUT THE CAVITE 
State University graduation incident, where 
Maria Theresa Pangilinan and another gradu- 
ating student interrupted the ceremonies (and 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's speech) by 
shouting and waving banners, closely followed 
by some members of the audience (definitely 
not parents) doing more of the same. 

As usual, sides have been taken along parti- 
san or ideological lines, with those linked to 
the administration making Pangilinan out to 
be a heel, а law-breaker, a criminally inclined 
individual if not yet a criminal actually, while 
those linked to the opposition regard her as a 
heroine, some kind of modern-day Joan of Arc, 
а role model for the younger generation. 1 
stand somewhere in the middle. 

If Secretary Raul Gonzalez had his way, he 
would throw the book at Pangilinan, citing Ar- 
ticles 153 and 154 of the Revised Penal Code, 
which penalize those who "cause any serious 
disturbances in a public place, office, or estab- 
lishment, or shall interrupt or disturb public 
performances, functions or gatherings, or 
peaceful meetings," and those who "by the 
Same means, or by words, utterances or 
speeches shall encourage disobedience of the. 
Jaw or the constituted authorities or praise, 
justify or extol any act punished by law.” He 
has pointed out “aggravating circumstances": 
where the crime is committed “in the palace of 
the chief executive or in his presence, or where 
public authorities are engaged in the discharge 
of their duties." Which means that the penalty 
could be closer to the longer period prescribed 
by the law, which is from six months to two 
years in prison. 

Chill, Mr. Secretary. In the first place, if you 
decide to apply those penal code provisions 
fairly, you are going to have to put in jail al- 
most everyone, including Speaker Joe de Vene- 
cia and his pro-Cha-cha group, Interior Secre- 
tary Ronaldo Puno, Chair Benjamin Abalos of 
the Commission on Elections and their under- 
lings who have, by their so-called people's ini- 
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have acquired multimillion-peso assets not 
commensurate with his modest salary. Some 
law agents have fled the country to escape 
prosecution for crimes they have committed 
rather than prevented. 

Unlike the armed forces that ranked second 
inthe esteem of the British public, ours are dis- 
dained in this country for their unbelievable 
depravity, The generals seem to have con- 
spired among themselves to monopolize graft 
in the military. There are angry protests from 
the junior officers, some because they have пог 
been allowed to share in the loot and others 
out ofan outraged sense of honor. 

‘Several generals are now facing prosecution 
for the heinous crimes of malversation and 
bribery, while others have been accused of 
committing election irregularities for which 
they have been rewarded with questionable 
promotions. 

The Church of England is a purely religious 
institution, but the supposedly pious groups 
in our country exert considerable influence in 
political instead of spiritual matters. That is 
the reason why candidates for public office 
court many of these sects for their elective fa- 
Vors that are suspiciously extended not in 
recognition of high credentials but to the 
highest bidders. The cost is like the 30 pieces 
of silver paid by the sanctimonious high 
priests in Jerusalem who corrupted Judas, 


No role model 
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tiative, encouraged disobedience of the law 
and of the Supreme Court ruling on it. You 
can’t ignore them while you pick on this 23- 
year-old youth. That would add “bully” to the 
list of pejoratives that have been used to de- 
scribe you. 

In the second place, if you lay a finger (figu- 
ratively) on that girl, you will be not only blow- 
ing the incident out of proportion, but you will 
be making a martyr out of her, Not only those 
їп her age group, but also parents in general, 
will be incensed by the heavy-handedness and 
the bias, starting with the 1,500-odd students 
who did not join her or applaud her actions 
during the commencement ceremonies and 
their parents. They were the ones hurt by the 
disruption of the ceremonies (certainly not the 
President, who has been subjected to infinitely 
more disrespect from her colleagues in poli- 
tics), but their disapproval will surely turn to 
sympathy. 

But if Pangilinan is no criminal, she is no 
saint either. No role model is she. Her actions 
were certainly not well thought out, because. 
she could have achieved her objective (if it was 
to give maximum embarrassment to the Presi- 
dent or to serve as a rallying point for the stu- 
dents, she failed in both) without dissing the 
parents of the graduating students as well as 
the ceremony itself. How? It must be remem- 
bered that Pangilinan had the opportunity to 
very effectively put her point across which was 
not available to other students. One, she was а 
student regent, and two, she was head of the 
student government. 

As the student representative in the univer- 


‘The less said about Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo 
as the Elizabeth II in the Philippines, the bet- 
ter. Our own queen suffers dismally in com- 
parison with the real Queen who sits on her 
throne by rightful ascension. GMAS title is in 
serious question in view of the irregularities 
in the 2004 election and the misdeeds of her 
current administration. Among these were 
Executive Order No. 464 which was recently 
struck down by a unanimous if somewhat dif- 
fident Supreme Court, and the recently de- 
nounced "calibrated" ban on lawful assem- 
blies. And there are other controversial mea- 
sures, like the widely abhorred Proclamation 
1017, still awaiting the just and fearless ver- 
dict of the magistrates 

What distinguishes the British Parliament 
from our Congress is our House of Representa- 
tives. The appropriately named Lower House is 
a disgrace to the people and our legislative his- 
tory Except for a few admirable exceptions, its 
conduct has been directed—or misdirect- 
ed—by Malacafiang, of which it is an obedient 
annex. 

‘The Senate, which is traditionally indepen- 
dent of the Executive Department, is often 
frustrated by the other chamber's subservience 
to the Presidents imperative ambitions. Now 
there are schemes to abolish the Senate and re- 
place Congress with a Parliament consisting of 
the disreputable members of the House of Rep- 
resentatives. 

When will the Filipino people wake up and 
protest? Have we become so punch drunk from 
the abuses of our leaders that we have lost the 
will and the strength to resist and punish 
them? We are the sovereign people but we are 
in bondage to our so-called public servants. It 
is time to reverse these ridiculous roles and 
give real meaning to our flaccid democracy. 


sitys Board of Regents, she was in an excellent 
position to object to inviting the President ав 
commencement speaker, and she could have 
had her reasons read into the minutes—a cold, 
objective critique, not hysterics. Which would 
have gotten more attention, and certainly 
more publicity and respect—imagine, a stu- 
dent behaving with more dignity and rationali- 
ty than her elders! Instead, she was silent 
when the invitation was discussed. 

That she would be in the minority is certain- 
ly no excuse for not even making her views 
known (she was in a much smaller minority 
during the graduation). Because then, she still 
had a second ace up her sleeve: her position as 
head of the student government. This put her 
in a position to lead the graduating students (if 
they so desired) to protest the invitation—per 
haps even forcing the university to rescind the 
invitation (or the President to decline). A se- 
ries of campus protests would have generated 
the attendant publicity over an even longer pe- 
riod of time, and would have increased respect 
for her and her kind. 

‘And if the students weren’t with her, a third 
ace was available in meeting the President's 
party in front of the graduation venue with her 
group (probably left-leaning, from the organi- 
ational names), with the requisite banners 
and chants, That, too; would have garnered 
publicity, and still have earned respect for her 
perseverance and principles. 

These alternatives were far superior to 
heckling (it is ironic that for all their anti- 
American rhetoric, they are slavish in their 
imitation of American customs). But she 
chose to do the latter, in the process disrupt- 
ing a ceremony that for the vast majority of 
parents attending was the culmination of all 
their dreams for their children, and spoiling 
their day. 

To top it all, she proceeded to go up the 
stage and shake the hand of a person she char- 
acterized as a liar and a cheat. 

Not my idea of a role model. 
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WHAT IS MORE VITAL FOR THE FUTURE OF 
humanity—and life in general—than water? 

"Water abounds in nature, and most of huma 
tywill have lived more than 10 millenniums with- 
ut ever wondering about it. 

‘We draw it, use it, throw it away, most often 
back into rivers or oceans. But we could very soon 
end up not having enough of the fresh water that 
accounts for just 3 percent of all the water avail- 
able on our planet. When one considers the fights 
we are capable of having over oil, one shudders to 
imagine where a lack of water could lead. While 
Latin America seems well endowed, the situation 
is very different elsewhere. Europe is nearing its 
limits, and water scarcity is already a pressing is- 
sue in Africa, Central Asia and China. 

Over the last 20 or 30 years, we have begun to 
comprehend what is at stake, owing to initiatives 
like the World Water Forum, which held its fourth 
annual meeting in March. Unfortunately, the Fo- 
rum is not yet an official body and has no deci- 
sion-making power. But providing an arena for 
thought and debate has brought at least one huge 
benefit: greater awareness about water issues 
among the public and policymakers. 

Water management is an inherently difficult 
challenge, and experience counts a lot. Practice 
shows that local levels of government provide the 
most efficient water management, even if regula- 
tions must necessarily be national in scope. But 
this is a division of labor that few national gov- 
‘ernments are ready to accept. 

Nor do most states seem prepared to start a real 
dialogue over water policy with civil society groups. 
At one extreme of exclusion, for example, consider 
that decisions about water management are largely 
taken by men, though in most of the world it is 
women who use the water. Moreover, interference 
is constant, and inevitable, between the public and 
the private sectors. A subtle mix of official regula- 
tion and private contracting is required. But not all 
jurisdictions respond in the same way. 

The multiplicity of interlocutors inevitably cre- 


HOLLYWOOD FIGURES LIKE EDWARD JAMES 
‘Olmos, who is of Mexican descent, Salma Hayek, 
‘who is Mexican, John Leguizamo, who is Colom- 
bian, and Oscar-winning (for “Brokeback Moun- 
tain") composer Gustavo Santaolalla, who is 
from Argentina, have expressed their support for 
a nationwide boycott on May 1 called by the im- 
migrant community in the United States. 

Organizers of the boycott, led mostly by Latino 
immigrant groups, have called on immigrants, 
documented or undocumented, and even citizens 
who can trace their lineage to immigrants, to "ab- 
stain from work, studies or purchasing” on that 
day to show their displeasure over the pending 
passage of legislation designed to eliminate ille- 
gal immigration into the United States and crack 
down on employers of illegal migrants. 

‘The action has been dubbed "А Day without 
Immigrants," conceived as a way of showing 
‘American society how important migrants really 
are in daily life. Or as a leader in a Chicago rally 
observed: “If one day there were no immigrants, 
you would have no coffee in the restaurants, no 
waiters, no cooks, nor clean beds in the hotels.” 

Santaolalla expressed his sentiments much 
more poetically: "We have to demand respect and 
dignity because we are all workers and because 
we are already part of the DNA of this country.” 

Perhaps that's the problem with being part of a 

“nation’s DNA’: you become invisible. The "Day 
‘without Immigrants” should demonstrate to ordi- 
nary Americans, as well as to politicians across 
the political spectrum, not just the many impor- 
tant roles that immigrants assume in America's 
economic and social life, but also the strength 
and influence of the migrant community. Reports 
have said that politicians were stunned at the 
large turnouts in rallies called across numerous 
cities in the wake of the controversial law. 
WHILE Latino artists have lent their celebrity 
power to the staging of the May 1 boycott, in 
part in response to the participation and lead- 
ership of Latino migrant advocacy groups, Fil- 
ipino migrant leaders and organizations have 
been little heard from. 

Even as Hawaii celebrated the centennial of 
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Water has a cost, 
and someone, either 
end-users or taxpayers, 
has to pay it. It is possible, 
of course, to envision 
sharing the costs, but it is 
no longer possible 
not to charge for water 


ates a multiplicity of water systems with vastly 
unequal levels of efficiency. Initiatives like the 
World Water Forums thus inevitably highlight de- 
bates about what constitutes good water manage- 
‘ment, as well as elaborating useful concepts. 

One casualty of such debates has been the myth 
that water is free. Water has a cost, and someone, 
either end-users or taxpayers, has to pay it. It is pos- 
sible, of course, to envision sharing the costs, but it 
is no longer possible not to charge for water. 

The most recent World Water Forum debated 
two issues that will confront policymakers in the 
years ahead. The first concerns the so-called “right 
to water” The urgency of the needs, with a billion 


‘Day without Immigra' 
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the arrival of the first Filipino migrant laborers 
who toiled in the pineapple and sugarcane 
fields, the relative silence of Filipino groups on 
this latest political upheaval proves how Fil- 
ipino-Americans remain “invisible” in the 
American landscape. 

This is strange, since migrant issues are of 
primary importance to the Fil-Am community 
where “TNTs” (for tago nang tago) abound. 
“Tago nang tago" means “forever hiding," re- 
ferring to overstaying or undocumented mi- 
grants who usually enter a country as tourists 
then look for work and spend the rest of their 
time dodging authorities. 

‘Many reasons have been cited for this devel- 
opment, including the inability of Filipino 
groups to maintain their solidarity, splintering 
into rival organizations after every dispute; 
the composition of the migrant population, 
with most preoccupied with demanding work 
that leaves them little time for civic involve- 
ment; as well as the ease with which Filipinos 
have been able to integrate into the larger 
community, which ironically has deprived 
them of a unique identity and a rallying point. 
THE "DAY WITHOUT IMMIGRANTS" website 
listed the main demands of the coalition: a "path 
to citizenship" for migrant workers, and not a 
"temporary guest worker" program; a family re- 
unification program; the grant of protective mea- 
sures even to undocumented workers; and full 
rights for all migrants. 

But even Filipinos in the Philippines would do 
well to follow developments around the “Day 
without Immigrants" movement. As a major 
"sending" country of migrant workers, not just to 
the United States but to practically every country 


people lacking access to drinking water and two bil- 
lion without proper sewer systems, together with 
the vast number of diseases that result, underscore 
the need to recognize such a fundamental human 
right. A consensus was reached at the Forum that 
such a right makes sense only if it is formulated in 
such a way that particular policymaking entities, be 
they water companies or local governments, face 
an affirmative duty to respect this right. 

Only the state can be made responsible here. But 
the acknowledged responsibility of states in imple- 
‘menting the right to water cannot turn them into 
the sole paying authority The state mustbe charged 
with ensuring an effective water system that meets 
the basic needs of all, but the balance of this system 
remains to be defined. These uncertainties, indeed, 
led the Forum to avoid acknowledging a formal 
right to water in its final resolution. 

"The second issue concerned the role of local 
authorities, Despite the political and administra- 
tive centralization of most of the countries repre- 
sented at the Forum, there was widespread 
agreement that the most efficient water systems 
are managed as close as possible to the resource 
and its users. Agreement on this provided a real 
breakthrough for the future of water policy. 

Naturally, conflicts among governments or lo- 
cal authorities and private enterprises resur- 
faced. Inevitably, the cruel lack of means was 
pointed out time and again. And, unsurprisingly, 
the lack of solidarity among water haves and 
have-nots was openly on display at the Forum. 

Аз we grapple with our joint water future, we 
will face a time of trial and error in finding work- 
able solutions. But humanity already seems to be 
making more progress on matters related to 
drinking water than other global threats, such as 
climate change. We should all drink to that. 

Project Syndicate 


Michel Rocard, a former prime minister of France 
and leader of the Socialist Party, is a member of the 
European Parliament. 
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that has a marginally better economy than ours 
(and even some that are doing worse), the Philip- 
pines stands to benefit from a better understand: 
ing of the issue by leaders of major “receiving” 
countries. 

In every international conference where mi- 
gration has emerged as a concern, country dele- 
gations invariably divide between "sending" and 
“receiving” nations. "Family reunification” is a 
particularly thorny issue. "Sending" nations as- 
sert that no country has the right to keep parents 
separated from their children indefinitely due to 
migration restrictions, and that keeping one's 
family intact is a basic human right. "Receiving" 
nations, on the other hand, see allowing the re- 
unification of families splintered by illegal migra- 
tion as tantamount to rewarding law breakers. 

1 suppose another reason for their recalci- 
trance is that “family” is a highly elastic concept, 
especially for Filipinos, who may view family ties 
as extending to several degrees of consanguinity. 
‘THE MAY 1 boycott should also prompt us to 
take another look at our own immigration 
policies. Our laws governing the granting of 
naturalized citizenship, for instance, are 
among the most complicated, difficult and 
graft-ridden processes in the world. 

While we insist that other governments look 
upon Filipino migrant workers as productive 
citizens who contribute valuable services to 
their host countries and infuse these with their 
creativity, productivity and entrepreneurial 
activity, we Filipinos often take a dim view of 
other migrants on our shores. Too often we 
Jook at them as exploiters and workers steal- 
ing jobs and earning opportunities. Witness 
the “raids” that have been conducted on 
traders at the 168 mall. 

‘Then, too, we tend to view migrants along 
stereotypical lines, such as ethnic Indians 
whom we portray as villainous usurers prey- 
ing on small-time traders, even if their own 
clients attest that the practitioners of “five- 
six" provide a valuable source of accessible 
credit which bigger institutions can't be both- 
ered with. 


Death penalty not a crime deterrent 


THE EASTER SUNDAY ANNOUNCEMENT OF 
President Macapagal-Arroyo commuting all 
death sentences to life terms has resurrected the 
debate over the death penalty. 

Leaving aside the legal issues and questions 
about the real motivation of the President in mak- 
ing that now controversial decision, the commu- 
tation is laudable. Tes high time that the Death 
Penalty Law (RA 7659) is repealed. 

Tt will be recalled that RA 7659 was enacted in 
1994 despite the fact that the 1987 Constitu- 
tion abolished capital punishment and implicitly 
discouraged its reimposition—as a state response 
to the constantly rising crime incidence. It was ar- 
gued that the ultimate punishment of death for 
heinous crimes would deter criminality. When 
Congress finally weighs the issues in connection 
with pending bills seeking the repeal of RA 7659, 
the lawmakers should go back to this basic ques- 
tion: Is the death penalty really an effective deter- 
rent to criminality? 

1з a pity that social scientists in our country 
have not looked into the relationship berween the 
crime rate and capital punishment, leaving this 
‘open to speculation every time the question of the 
deterrent effect of the death penalty is raised. 
This is another example of the lack of apprecia- 
tion of expert opinion and empirical evidence in 
governments legislative processes and policy- 
making. 

In the absence of local data on this, we turn to 
studies done in the United States which have 
concluded that the death penalty is not a deter- 
rent to crime. The New York Times, which com- 
missioned a study on this question in 2000, re- 
ported that from 1980 to 2000, or a span of 20 
years, the homicide rate in states where the 
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death penalty is in force has been 48 to 101 per- 
cent higher than in states without it. This finding 
is consistent with what the US Federal Bureau of 
Investigation found: 83.33 percent of states 
which do not impose the death penalty have 
crime rates lower than the national average. Re- 
searchers involved in these studies have pointed 
ош that “the threat of execution at some future 
date is unlikely to enter the minds of those act- 
ing under the influence of drugs and/or alcohol, 
those who are in the grip of fear or rage, those 
who are panicking while committing a crime 
such as robbery...” 

On the contrary, US studies have produced evi- 
dence that in states or counties where it is im- 
posed, the death penalty seems to have a "brutal- 
izing effect.” Researchers Keith Harries and Der- 
ral Chearwood, in probing differences in the inci- 
dence of homicide in 293 paired counties, ob- 
served that “there are higher violent crime rates 
in death penalty counties" than in non-death 
penalty ones. 

Significantly, the US Bureau of Justice Statis- 
ties has noted that the South, which accounted 
for 80 percent of the executions in 1999, had the 
highest murder rate while the Northeast, with 
Jess than 1 percent of executions, had the low- 
est. 

‘According to Amnesty International-USA, 
when Oklahoma resumed executions after a 25- 


year moratorium, a significant increase in mur- 
ders was reported. 

There are other researches that yielded similar 
results which I have not cited here due to space 
constraints. These scientific studies underscore 
one thing: The death penalty is not an effective 
crime deterrent. 

What deters criminality for certain, as many 
studies have established, isthe certainty of being 
caught and punished. Apparently, Из the 
thought, reinforced by observations and experi- 
ences, that one can commit crimes without being 
caught and punished that triggers lawlessness in 
this country. It's the belief that the system is cor- 
ruptible and that one can go scot-free because of 
influence or wealth that drives people to commit 
the most heinous of crimes. Indeed, in the act of 
committing an offense—be it as petty as stealing 
P100 or as grave as plundering millions—does 
one first think of the corresponding punishment 
ог of the probability of being caught and being 
brought to justice? 

Of course, we badly need similar studies with- 
in our national context to make informed judg- 
ments and legislation on the matter. But in the ab- 
sence of such studies, we cannot afford to use 
mere conjecture as a basis for holding on to the 
death penalty. We are dealing here with human 
life. Given the fallibility of judicial systems, the 
probability of executing an innocent person is al- 
ways there. And this may be especially true in the. 
Philippines, where the criminal justice system has 
been constantly under attack for corruption, con- 
spiracy with criminals, ineffectiveness and other 
internal and external weaknesses that widen the 
margin for erroneous, and unfortunately irre- 
versible, impositions of the death penalty. 
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The doctor is out 


1CANNOT HELP BUT FEEL WISTFUL THESE DAYS. NINE 
years ago, as a wide-eyed medical student, | was swearing to 
myself that 1 would serve humanity and my less fortunate. 
countrymen, Now I have become a pale shadow of myself, 
tending mere embers of what used to be fires of idealism. 

"To hang the stethoscope and trade it for a nurse's immacu- 
late white apron and stockings is a surreal experience. A 
number of our col- 
leagues in the pro- 
fession still shake 
their heads when 
they hear that anoth- 
er one is selling out 
for a US visa. Since 1 
shared these senti- 
ments a year ago, 
even laughing at 
classmates who 
jumped into the 
‘bandwagon of doc- 
tors-turned-nurses, I now feel humbled—but rather surpris- 
ingly, also relieved. 

Just a few weeks ago, I was stripped of my intellectual 
snobbery as I pledged to be a disciple of Florence Nightin- 
gale. During our capping ceremony, I could not help but note 
the bitter irony of seeing years of burning the midnight oil in 
study and giving up my youth for medical training culminate 
in my wearing a crisp, white head cap. 

Existentialists say that acceptance is the key to maintain- 
ing one’s sanity amid absurdity. I am trying to smile amid the 
unreality of it all. 1 am one of the growing army of restless 
professionals who are throwing in the towel after reaching 
the plateau of their careers even before they have started. 

It is weird to witness lawyers, accountants, dentists and’ 
physical therapists receive their second diplomas, But the 
shock soon wears out and itis with deep sadness that you re- 
alize that you are but symbols of a national desperation. You 
see no bright prospects in the coming years—just limitless 
opportunities to practice charity work. But you also want. 
and deserve to live the good life, too. You want to make sure, 
your family is financially secure and, further down the road, 
toretire in comfort. The vow of poverty is not part of the Hip- 
pocratic oath. 

Five years into practice, from moonlighting as a physician " 
to completing residency in a government tertiary hospital, 
the heroine in stethoscope feels lost after seeing and touch- 
ing so much poverty and sickness. She can only wring her 
hands in despair after treating countless Mang Pandoys, who, 
have been forsaken and neglected in their deathbeds by а, 
government that thinks cutting the budget for health is? 
smart, Believe me, you lose all your romantic notions after: 
wimessing a child breathe his last due to a diarrhea thati 
could have been easily prevented. If his penniless parents on- 
ly had the money for transportation, they could have, 
brought him earlier for medical consultation and he would" 
have lived. Or perhaps if the family lived in more sanitary. 
conditions with potable drinking water, he would not have? 
been sick in the first place. : 

Doctors have a reputation for being apolitical. We do nott 
march in the streets to denounce archaic hospital facilities or, 
complain about our ridiculously meager salaries. But we can 
only do so much, with our training and our skills, as our ра-. 
tients waste away from common illnesses due to their inabil+! 
ity to buy life-saving medications. If you were shocked by the! 
sight of a sea of people waiting for manna to fall from heaven 
in a noontime game show and the tragedy that struck themy, 
then take a look at the long queue of patients seeking help. 
from charitable organizations or the public service arm of a 
television network . These are, of course, the poor’s last re“ 
sort after they have solicited help from the Philippine Charity? 
Sweepstakes Office and other social service agencies of the 
government. 1 

‘These dirt poor people who are left to pick up crumbs to; 
keep body and soul together are the same people wh 
marched during Edsa Dos. In their helplessness, they are on- 
ly too willing to follow the directions of another patron. 

‘Coming from the middle class, I count myself lucky. With: 
the knowledge and training I have acquired, 1 can seek new 
‘opportunities in foreign shores where I can expect to get my , 
due as a professional. If this nation thinks that paying $200 
to a doctor here is equivalent to $5,000 to a nurse abroad? 
and should be enough compensation for our toil and brains, I 
am not going to play a martyr. We doctors are just like every. 
decent, hard-working citizen of this country who has the in- 
stinet of self-preservation. We are trying to stay afloat even- 
as the nation seems to be sinking. Government officials сап, 
continue to bicker until one day they have to go to a hospi- 
tal—only to find it empty. We boast about the brawn we send 
overseas, but if we lose our brain as well, what is going to* 
happen to this country? 

Since Lam young and broke, this could all be useless belly- 
aching. But couldn't it also be the valid complaints of a think- 
ing citizen of this country? Although some of our colleagues 
remain hopeful about our country’s future, I don’t think I can 
stay longer, waiting for a miracle. I am turning 30 in a few 
months, with only one ton of medical textbooks and a stetho- 
scope for assets. And I still owe my parents half a million pe- 
sos in medical school tuition. A doctors cannot save lives if, 
his own isin peril. 

If these conditions continue, Filipinos will soon be seeing’ 
signs being hung in medical clinics that read: “Sorry, bur the 
doctor is out and the nurses are also away indefinitely. For: 
‘emergencies, please contact your faith healer. Thank you.” 


Younc BLooD 


Czarinab Pagay, M.D. 


We want to know what the young 
are thinking about. What are their 
thoughts on current issues? We 
welcome contributions from the 
twentysomething and below.—Ed.. 


Сзагіпаћ Pagay, M.D., 29, works as a company physician and’ 
teaches part-time in a nursing school. She will be taking the 
nursing board exams some time this year and hopes to earn a 
certification in the United States next year: 


NOTICE TO YOUNGBLOOD CONTRIBUTORS: 


‘Send your contributions by e-mail to youngblood@inquir- 
excom.ph together with your address, age and the school, 
course and year you're enrolled tn or; if employed, the posi- „ 
tion you're holding and the company you work with. Con- 
tributions to Youngblood should not have been previously 
published. 


THEY SAID 
Step for unity 


ave no time tó quarrel. I want to see Thai people 
unite and forget what has happened. 
—Embatled Thai Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra, announcing 
Te would step down from office after meeting with his country's 
revered monarch, King Bhumibol Adulyadej 
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Charter change 
and commutation 


THE MAMAMAYANG TUTOL 
Sa Bitay commends President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's order com- 
muting the death sentence of 
1,205 death row convicts to life 
imprisonment. 

The order was timely be- 
cause of the celebration of East- 
ег Sunday, but the question is: 
‘Why only now when the power 
to commute has been with her 
for some time? With the gov- 
ernment campaigning for Char- 
ter change, I can't help but ask: 
Isthere a hidden agenda behind 
the commutation? 

1 sympathize with the fami- 


lies of the victims of heinous 
crimes and join their сай for jus- 
tice, Kidnapping, drug traffick- 
ing, rape and other crimes must 
be stopped and there should be 
justice, but not barbaric justice. 
Imposing the death penalty 
does not in any way offer the of- 
fender the opportunity to re- 
form and to contribute to the 
good of society. 
‘—LECIED. ARCE, 
seeretariaty 
Mamamayang Tutol Sa Bitay- 
Movement for Restorative 
Justice, Blk. 8, Lot 24, 
NHA 2 Agdao, Davao City 


Armed forces perfectly united 


REACTING TO AN ESCAPED 
Magdalo soldiers ^ threats 
against the Arroyo administra- 
tion, National Security Adviser 
Norberto Gonzales said, "They 
may be plotting to kill the Presi- 
"dent. Its the only logical thing 
todo.” 

‘The Magadalo soldiers, who 
"were smart enough to escape 
detention, won't make a martyr 
out of Barabbas. And if indeed 
Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo has 
already been crucified by crit- 
ies, according to disciple Raul 
Gonzalez (her justice secre- 
tary), the majority of Filipinos 
here and abroad know which of 
Golgotha's three crosses she's 
hanging from. 

If GMA were assassinated, 
Noli de “Clueless” would be 
president. Or let's draw from the 


| Ninoy Aquino experience: We'd 


have a major infrastructure 
named after GMA, Bangko Sen- 
tral would put her mug on a new 
paper bill, her spouse could later 
become president, and her 
daughter would be a show-biz 


|| darling. 


GMA is not loved by many 
(unlike Kennedy, — Gandhi, 
Aquino); neither is she heaven- 
sent (unlike Wojtyla), but she'd 
Tove tobe inducted into this circle 
of greats. So if its an assassina- 
Чоп the rebel soldiers are cook- 
ing up, then logic needs to be 
taught in military schools beter. 
AFP chief, Gen. Generoso 
Senga, withdrew from Security 
Adviser Gonzales’ reasoning 
and Justice Secretary Gonza- 


lezs proselytizing. He tried ad- 
vertising jnstead: "Ang Huk- 
bong Sandatahan ng Pilipinas 
ay buong buo." (The AFP is per- 
fectly whole.) 

‘And here are some truths that 
Senga, perhaps, saw: (1) The 
Magdalo soldiers are not rebels. 
They want to be detained so 
they can work on their master's 
degrees or diploma courses at 
UP Open University. (2) West 
Point graduate Brig. Gen. Danilo 
Lim and his Scout Rangers were 
just griping about not getting 
"meals ready to eat” when they 
go on tours of duty. Sacks of rice 
and pots and pans are quite fun- 
ny loads. (3) The Marines came 
їп full bate gear to their head- 
quarters to see Col. Ariel Queru- 
bin auditioning for an action pic- 
ture role. Buong buo. 

The escaped Magdalo sol- 
diers, meanwhile, are trying 
their hands at marketing. One. 
had himself interviewed by 
Che-Che Lazaro to present us a 
teaser of their newest enter- 
prise, and his brothers in deten- 
tion are studying management 
and entrepreneurship. 

So we can conclude: Gonza- 
les has “fuzzy logic,” and Gon- 
zalezs gospel is “uninspired”; 
Senga can't put up an advertis- 
ing agency and the Magdalo 
entrepreneurs are better off 
studying at Wharton. And 
maybe it's time for a classified. 
ads section for putsch stylists 
and Palace sycophants. 

PIO ROCES, 
Junastimus@yahoo.com 
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OPINION 


Reviving Metro Manila'srivers — ; 


SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2006 


THE COLUMN OF NEAL Н. viding an outlet for floodwaters 


Cruz, titled "Dying town end 
river can still be saved" (PDI 
4/19/06), touched us deeply. 
The steady deterioration of 
Malabon, once a scenic end 
thriving town, is typical of 
many other coastal towns in our 
country today. But the fate of 
Malabon is also unique, in the 
sense that as a part of Metro 
environmental 
degradation has been rapid. 
Local officials of the towns 
and cites of Metro Manila 
should therefore support the 
project of the Department of 
Environment and Natural Re- 
sources to clean up and revive 
the principal rivers (and their 
tributaries) in the Metro Mani- 
Ja area, especially the Pasig 
River which serves as an outlet 
for most waterways in the 


Unmistakably 
a terminal 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE. 
Jetter of Florencio Mateo, chief 
of the Traffic and Parking Man- 
agement Office, regarding the 
terminal ina stretch of a service 
road in Baclaran, near Heritage 
Hotel. (PDI 4/10/06) 

Mateo denies that the place 
is being used as a terminal and 
argues that itis just a designat- 
ed area for loading and unload- 
ing passengers. He proceeds to 
explain that “as a policy, the 
mayor does notallow the open- 
ing of new bus and jeepney ter- 
minals in Pasay City because 
they usually cause traffic 
jams" 

Tam one of the thousands of 
people who regularly go to 
Baclaran to shop for cheap, im- 
ported items. The terminal is an. 
unmistakable sight for Baclaran 
shoppers and devotees. 
Whether or not it has been offi- 
cially designated by the Pasay 
City government as one is an- 
other story. 

Whether or not an official re- 
ceipt is issued to those who use 
itis also another story. I believe 
that the concerned Pasay City 
officials are aware that the 
place is in fact being used as a 
“parking” terminal. 

But one thing sure, it is defi- 
nitely not just a loading and un- 
loading area as Mateo would 
like the public to believe. I rec- 
ognize a designated loading 
and unloading area when I see 
one, whether it is along Edsa, 
Ayala Avenue, or some other 
major road. 

‘Three rectangular lots—each 
of which has a size of about 
1,000 square meters—where 
up to 100-200 jeepneys, buses 
and even 40-foot container 
vans are allowed to park, could 
not be just a loading and un- 
loading area. Especially, when 

those places “parking rates 
signboards" are posted. 

VERONICA ABAD, 
venny abadGyahoo.com 
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Gruz is right in saying that 
the reason Malabon is flooded 
for long periods during the year 
is that its rivers have been 
choked and killed by factories 
and other constructions due to 
poor urban planning. The Pasig, 
which is the principal river pro- 


Meralco customers need 
straightforward answers 


THIS IS A REACTION TO THE 
letter, “Nothing wrong with 
Meralco writing GMA,” (PDI, 
4/22/06) of Elpi Cuna Jt 
We expected Cuna to give us 
straightforward 
(which we, as Meralco’s captive 
customers, fully deserve). After 
xuna is working for a public 


iy. 

‘Anyway, Cuna failed to an- 
swer the observation that two 
of the five conditions under 
Section 31 of the Electric Power. 
Industry Reform Act (Epira) 
have yet to be complied with as 
requisites for the initial imple- 
mentation of open access and 
retail competition. 

It is not Meralco's desire to 
open up its contestable market 
to competition, but the compli- 
ance with Epira's requisites to 
retail competition that will pave 
the way for open access. 

Cuna also failed to clarify 
concerns about possible trade- 
offs behind Meralco's letter to 
the President. We are not sur- 
prised, though, because the fail- 


in Metro Manila, has also been | 
silted and is practically dead. 9 
Efforts to dredge the Pasi 
restore it to its pris 
have failed due to lack of politi 
cal will 
The DENR seems to have the | 
right idea in conceiving of a 
“holistic” plan to restore and 
enhance the natural environ- 
ment of Metro Manila by clean- 
ing up its principal waterways | 
and tributaries, including the 
Pasig, so that floodwaters can 
easily flow to the sea as nature 1 
intended them to. | 
Clearly, this would require a ' 
Herculean effort, but with the 
cooperation of the local govern- 
ments of Metro Manila, this can | 
be done. The effort will also ! 
mean additional obs for the un- 
employed in the metropolis, | 
while the expenses will be even- | 
tually compensated by greater | 
progress and savings on the ! 
health expenditures of Metro | 
Manila governments. i 
—FLORIAN VILLASENOR, ' 
622 Vanguard St., Aeropark, 
Better Living Subdivision, 
Parafiaque City 


ure only reflects the many fail- ; 
ures of Meralco. 

Among these is Meralco's 
non-compliance with Section 
23 of the Epira, which man- 
Gates distribution utilities to 
source the least cost supply of 
electricity. As a result of this 
failure, the Philippines now has 
the highest electricity rate in 
Asia—$0.18 /kWh compared to 
Japan's $0.17/kWh. 

We hope the Energy Regula- 
tory Commission and the Joint 
Congressional Power Commis- 
sion (СРС) will do something * 
about this. $ 

—DR. BONIFACIO DAZO, 
president, Federation of Las 
Piñas Village Associations, 
SIEGFRIEDO VELOSO, 
president, Federation of Village 
‘Associations in Muntinlupa, 
EPIMACO MAGPANTAY, 
president, Federation of 
Barangay Don Bosco, 
Parañaque Homeowners’ 
Association, Parañaque City, 
homeowners federation 
@yahoo.com 
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A disappointing apology 


WHAT A DISAPPOINTING REMARK FROM A 
Catholic priest. “I hope you will forgive the 
Catholic Church," Bishop Antonio Tobias told 
President Estrada for the role of the late Jaime 
Cardinal Sin in the 2001 Edsa Revolution. 
(PDI, 4/20/06) What an immature and irre- 
sponsible remark, and it was made by a priest 
during а homily. Bishop Tobias wasn't even 
supposed to be thinking or speaking for the 
Catholic Church. 

"Whether he was making a political state- 
ment about his dismay at the Arroyo adminis- 
tration, or showing his staunch support for and 
loyalty to Estrada, his apology sounded like it 
was meant to acquit Estrada of crimes he al- 
legedly committed while he was the country's 
president. 

This is not to say that the incumbent Presi- 
dent is clean and perfect. Perhaps, she too has 
dirt on her hands and skeletons in her closet, 
but Bishop Tobias embarrassed the Catholic 
Church as a whole with his myopic end self 
serving “judgment.” 

DANIEL DALILISJR., 
dbd9873@sbeglobal.net 


Society’s failure 


AN UNFORTUNATE INCIDENT HAPPENED 
at the Cavite State University when a gradu- 
ating student heckled President Macapagal- 
Arroyo. It was one more confirmation that 
our educational system is failing. It under- 
scored the need to inculcate proper values in 
our children. The ultimate goal of education 
is to develop citizens with good manners. It 
also emphasized a failure of our society. AS 
the saying goes, “It takes a village to educate 
achild.” 

А good Filipino value dictates that we treat 
our visitors with respect. Our grandparents and 
parents taught us this value. Ms Arroyo was not 
a politician when she went to the Cavite State 
University. She was an invited guest. It was un- 
fortunate that a poor, misinformed, disrespect- 
ful soul treated her that way. And the heckler 
did їс айко without consideration and respect for 
the other graduates, their parents, relatives and 
friends. 

The act was extreme rudeness personified. 
It was worse that the heckler graduated from a 
state university. Meaning, most of her tuition 
was subsidized by the people. The heckler 
might have had reasons to be angry at the Pres- 
ident. But certainly they were not enough for 
her to disregard propriety and decorum. 

The incident was a slap on the face of uni- 
versity officials. It was a slap on the face of the 
parents of all the graduating students. The 
irony was she went up the stage and extended 
her hand to Ms Arroyo, It was good that she 
had some sanity left. I pity her parents for 
bringing up an ill-mannered daughter. 

—DR. ULYSSES BANIGA, 
BANIGAU@aol.com 
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KC GRADUATES CLASS OF 2005 

Irene R. Angara-Aragon, Kristine Ann P. Avila, Manuel I. Лаза Jr. 
fc L Martinez, Nestor Benjamin R. Mijares 

э Alexandra C. Cortazar - Cum Laude, Alyssa Кайа M. 


є V. Balbin, J. Victor Fausto L. Varela 
a Sta. Maria-Rala - Cum Laude 
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By Hazel P. Villa 
Passi City, lloilo 


N BOOKS, WE READ STORIES 
Į: courage and determination 

amidst life's “slings and arrows 
of outrageous fortune,” as the bard 
William Shakespeare would put it. 


INQUIRER visayas 
‘Balikbayan’ brings books to the countryside, 
E Ww 


Honggo balikbayan Napoleon P Paclibar 
Sr, 68, has been inspired by the stories he 
read about bravery and the intellectual over- 
coming of problems that he wants Filipinos to 
be equally inspired and find answers in their 
collective quest for progress. 

So far, since 1997, more than 50 schools 
and institutions in Panay Island and other ar- 
eas of the Philippines have been recipients of 


“ACROSS THE NATION 


volumes of books, magazines and audio-vi- 
sual materials from this native of Barangay 
Gines Viejo, Passi City, who has worked in 
the shipyards of the US Navy in the last 38 
years. 

By Paclibars own estimate alone, the 
books and magazines of every conceivable 
title and subject matter that he has donat- 
ed in the name of the Tomas and Victoria 
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Paclibar Foundation, named after his par- 
ents, may amount to more than P58 mil- 
lion. 

Some of the books he bought from publish- 
ers and bookstores while the others came 
from US libraries and private citizens. He 
would ride in his sedan or pick-up and, get the 
books from sources and ship them to the 
Philippines. 

Donating books seems to be such an all- 
consuming passion for Paclibar that he 
goes home to Passi City at least six times a 
year from his home in San Francisco, Cali- 
fornia to deliver the books or receive cer- 
tificates of appreciation from the many 
schools lucky enough to receive dictionar- 
ies, encyclopedias, or complete collections 
of National Geographic and other expen- 
sive magazines. 

His philanthropy has earned him the mon- 
icker "Mr. Books" and he proudly introduces 
himself by that name when meeting people ог 
answering the telephone. 

He was also instrumental in putting up 
six reading centers in selected barangays 
of Passi City, Pototan and Dingle towns in 
Tloilo and has sent more than 10 scholars to 
college 

"Anyone can have the opportunity to put 
something in his or her head as long as there 
are books,” said Paclibar, an alumnus of the 
Iloilo School of Arts and Trade (now known as 

< Western Visayas College of Science and Tech- 

Ї nology), which is a recipient of most of his 

] books. 

‘The WVCST has a special place in the heart 
of Paclibar as it was instrumental in giving 
him the breaks that led to his philanthropy. In 
turn, his alma mater awarded him on Sept. 9, 
2005 as one of its 100 Most Outstanding 
‘Tradeans of the Century in the field of Com- 
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munity and Philanthropic Service when the 4 
WVCST celebrated its centennial. ‘Anyone ш 


Interesting life 

Paclibar’s Ше is as interesting as the con- 
tents of the fiction and autobiographical 
books that he donates and his early years as а 
farm boy, houseboy and stevedore formed the 
mindset that has made him a philanthropist 
ofsorts. 

Morning of June 4, 1956. 18-year-old 
Napoleon Paclibar had no breakfast as usual 
and was praying like he had never prayed be- 
fore as he walked fast from the house towards 
the church, a mile away. 

He was up against 5,300 applicants all over 
the Philippines and the US Civil Service Com- 
mission will take only 30 young men who will 
pass the four written exams, three interviews, 
and two physical exams to be privileged 
scholars of a US government-sponsored ap- 
prenticeship in various courses. 
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TRADE & DUSTRY 


Joint government-business sector study shows very m 
commodities. A P0.50 fuel price hike translates only to PO. 


2 


imal impact of 


Bantay Presyo ng Gobyerno 


price increases in the prices of basic: 
01 to P0.06 in the prices of processed goods, and 


P0.01 to P0.04 per kg to agricultural products. The following should guide consumers: 


DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


DOE Hotlines: 
Consumer Welfare & Promotions Office 
840-2267 
Retail Marketing Division 840-5669; 840-2130 
Power Bureau 840-2173 
Text: DOE<space>message, send to 2920 (Globe and 
Smart) 
Website: www.doe.gov.ph 


Retail Price Ranges of Petroleum Products in Metro 
Manila (in PhP/liter) 
(As of 24 April 2006) 


Unleaded 

Diesel 

Diesel (PUJ Discount) 
Kerosene 

LPG (per 11 kgs tank) 


37.15 
32.79 
32.79 
34.98 
384.50 


38.53 
34.46 
33.78 
38.00 
487.00 


LAND TRANSPORT 
FRANCHISING AND 
REGULATORY BOARD 


LTFRB Hotline: 925-7191 Textor call: 0921-4487777 
Website: www.dotc.gov.ph 
Metro Manila Fare Rates (in Php) (Effective 09 May '05) 


Public Utility Jeepney (PUJ) 
stfour kilometers 
succeeding kilometer 


750 
125 


Public Utility Buses (PUB, non-alrcon) 
1st five kilometers 
succeeding kilometer 


8.00 
175 


Public Utility Buses (PUB, alrcon) 
^st five kilometers 
succeeding kilometer 


10.00 
175 


DEPARTMENT OF TRADE AND 
INDUSTRY 


For inquiries and complaints: 

Call the DTI Consumer Assistance Hotline 751-3330 

Text DTi<space>reklamo, send to 2920 (Globe and Smart) 
To know the latest price of selected basic goods in Metro 
Manila, Cebu and Davao: Text: DTl«space»Presyo, send to. 
2256 (Globe, Sun & Smart) Website: www.business.gov.ph 


Comparative Retail Prices In Metro Manila Wetmarkets 
COMMODITY PREVAILING PRICES (In PhP) 
Current LastMonth 
(24 April 2008) (20 March 2006) 
CANNED FISH, 155 g 
555 
igo 
Master 
PROCESSED AND CANNED MEAT 
‘Luncheon Meat 
Maling (397 9) 
CDO, Chinese style, 165 9 
Meat Loaf 
Phils (2009) 
Argentina (1709) 
Gusto (2209) 
Corned Beet 
Argentina (2809) 
Purefoods (1509) 
INSTANT NOODLES (Chicken Flavor) 
Lucky Me (55 g) 
Maggi (55 9) 
Payless (55 9) 
PROCESSED MILK 
Condensed Filled 
Camation (301 тї) 
Evaporated Filled 
Angel (410m) 
Camation (378m) 
Powdered Filled 
Alaska (80 g) 
Bear Brand (180 9) 
Bear Brand (80 g) 
COFFEE REFILL (25 g) 
Biend45 
Nescale 
Groat Taste- Premium Blend 
CEMENT (Portland, 40-kg bag) 
(ash pick-up price) 


DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 


DA Hotline: 920-4073; 920-4072 
Text: DA<space>message, send to 2956 (Globe) 
Website: www.da.gov.ph 


Comparative Retall Prices in Metro Manila Wetmarkets 


COMMODITY  SPECIFICATON PREVAILING PRICES. 


(inPhP per kilo) 


Last Month 
(28 March 06) 


Current 
(27Aprit2008) 
RICE 
NFA 
Ordinary ке 
Special com. rice. 


Welmiled 
Regular miled 
Wei mäed 


1800 
2200 
2400 


FISH 
Bangus 
тара 


MEAT & POULTRY 
Pork iempo 
Wholechicken 
Chicken egg 


SUGAR 
Refined sugar 
Brown sugar 


(Fresh and firm) 
Med (3-4 сз) 
Med (5-6 pes/kg) 


7500 
70.00 


140.00 
10000 
335 


Porkbely 
Fuly dressed 
per piece. 


3800 
3200 


Cooking Oll 


Lapadbotte 375 тобе 
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Apo Island evokes 
happy memories 
to former soldiers 


By Alex Pal 
‘Apo island, Negros Oriental 


IKE MANY OF HIS MALE 
Lees in this 74-hectare 

island off the coast of Dauin 
in Negros Oriental, Jimmy Ta- 
banera leaves home every morning 
to fish. While Apo Island is sur- 
rounded by fish, there are several 
places where fishermen frequent 
because it guarantees them a good 
catch. One such place is what they 
call Cogon Point in the northern 
part of the island. 


Jimmy caught only two jacks last Monday 
but he was ready to call ita day. The two jacks 
each weighed 9.9 kilos and 12 kilos. The 
smaller one immediately sold for P1,300 to 
local tourists. 

Tt wasn’t always this good. The islanders 
still remembered the time the fishermen of 
‘Apo had to paddle far from shore just to find 
food for their families. 

“We had our share of illegal fishers—from 
müro ami to dynamite fishing to cyanide poi- 
soning,” recounted Jimmy's younger brother 
Julito, 42. 


Marine sanctuary 

Julito was a young man barely out of his 
teens in 1984 when he saw the pioneering at- 
tempts of Dr. Angel Alcala of Silliman Univer- 
sity to convince the people of Apo Island to es- 
tablish a marine sanctuary to allow the fish to 
breed and grow big enough before they are 
caught. 

‘These efforts initially met resistance, not so 
much from the operators of the illegal fishing 
trade, but from the islanders themselves. Itre- 
quired a lot of social preparation and commu- 
nity organization. The conservation efforts 
received a big boost when then Lt. Col. Cesar 
Garcia, Jr, the provincial commander of the 
Philippine Constabulary in Negros Oriental, 
put up a police detachment in the island toen- 
force the laws against illegal fishing. 

Garcia, whose tour of duty ended in 1986, 
was replaced by then Lt. Col. Tiburcio 
Fusilero, who continued the environmental 
program of his predecessor. So with other of- 
ficers who followed, like then Lt. Col. Ricardo 
de Leon. Aside from their concern for the en 
vironment, another thing they had in com- 
mon was their love for scuba diving. 

А policeman who was sent to be a member 
of the Apo Island detachment later married a 
woman from the island, giving the island its 
first full-time policeman. 


Environmental programs 

‘The island was later declared a protected 
area under the National Integrated Protected 
‘Areas System law and is currently being man- 
aged by a Protected Area Management Board 
(PAMB). The PAMB meets regularly to formu- 
late policies governing the development of 
the island, as well as seeing to it that all activi- 
ties done are environmentally sound and that 
the fishing grounds would be preserved. 


Environmental education was also inte- 
grated into the elementary school curriculum, 
where the children are taught the importance 
of corals, mangroves and the ecosystem. 

Apo Island has since attracted thousands of 
tourists and scientists who never cease to ad- 
mire the relatively unspoiled reef and diverse 
marine life at the island's marine sanctuary, 
the first successful example of a community- 
managed coral reef. 

The island's marine sanctuary was recently 
replicated and made a permanent exhibit at 
the Shedd Aquarium in Chicago, where visi 
tors are not only given a view of the island 
and the reef but are welcomed “to the Philip- 
pines.” 


Welcomed sons 

Long after their stints as provincial com- 
manders of Negros Oriental had ended, Gar 
cia, De Leon and Fusilero, would occasionally 
take time out from their assignments to make 
sentimental visits to the island, where they 
were always welcomed like long-lost sons. 

Garcia joined the Army when the Con- 
stabulary was dissolved in 1992, retiring as. 
a Brigadier General. He is currently the Di- 
rector General of the National Intelligence 
Coordinating Agency. De-Leon went up the 
hierarchy and retired as Deputy Director of 
the Philippine National Police while 
Fusilero capped his colorful stint as a police 
officer by retiring with the rank of Chief Su- 
perintendent. He now manages a watershed 
reforestation project in the mountains of 
Cebu. 

Holy Week was one such occasion for Gar- 
cia, who came with his family and friends, 
and Fusilero. 


Lush mangrove forest 
“Much has happened since we were here 
three years ago,” Fusilero said, noting the 
lush mangrove forest near the marine re- 
serve. The trees planted in the hills almost 20 
years ago were also getting bigger and were 
very visible from the shore. 
“Looking at all 
these brings back hap- 
py memories," Garcia 
said as he gazed at the 
greenery before him. 
“It gives us a deep 
sense of pride to 
come here and see 
the gains the people 
of Apo Island have 
made. Other places 
are now copying the 
Apo example,” the 
smiling Fusilero said. 
But perhaps, the 
sentiments of the is- 
landers were con- 
veyed by Julito, 
when he told his visi- 
tors: "We remember 
you guys because you 
helped our island a 
lot. I'm thankful that. 
everyone cooperated 
to make our dream 
come true.” 


‘Balikbayan’ brings . . . 
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“I could travel around the 


world and live a very relaxed life 


‘The first honor graduate of Passi 
Central School had tried his luck in 
Manila after finishing high school 
with a Technical Curriculum 
Course in Woodworking at the Ioi- 
lo School of Arts and Trade. 

After a year, he has had enough 
of the travails of an unpaid 
houseboy and lowly paid steve- 
dore at the US Naval Base in 
Subic Bay that tears streamed 
down his face as he begged God 
to give him a chance at the US 
Civil Service Exam. 

The eldest of 10 children of 
Tomas and Victoria Paclibar nev- 
er tires of telling listeners how, in 
a span of three months, he went 
back and forth to the examina- 
tion room until he became the on- 
ly applicant from Eastern and 
Western Visayas, and one of the 
Juckiest 30 (and one of three high 
school graduates up against pro- 
fessionals) to receive the boiler- 
making scholarship which is 
equivalent to a bachelor's degree. 

"The scholarship paved the way 
for him to become an apprentice 
boilermaker at the US Naval Base li 
in Subic Bay all the way to vari- 
ous positions that led him to the 
United States until he retired іп be 
1995 as Quality Assurance Spe- 
cialist (inspector/Surveyor) for 
Shipbuilding, Department of De- 
fense, US Navy. 

Paclibar now leads a comfort- 
able life, confident that his nine 
children (one son died of cancer in. 
Feb. 16, 2002) with wife Clemen- 
cia Delantar-Paclibar are stable 
with their own jobs and families. 


5 r 


but I choose to come back to the 
Philippines and make sure that 
young children get a good educa- 
tion,” said Paclibar, who learned 
to count and recite the alphabet 
under the shade of the santol tree 
in the early 1940s. 


Inspiration 

His difficult life as a young stu- 
dent serves as his inspiration in 
encouraging young people to 
read often and study well. 

“All 1 had were banana leaves 
for paper and sharpened bamboo 
sticks as pencil,” said Paclibar, 
who, as a child during World War 
II, saw firsthand the generosity of 
his mother, which he says he 
would never forget. 

“There was so much starvation 
during the Japanese occupation. 
People were dying from eating ill 
prepared kayos (root crop which 
is poisonous unless cooked well). 
We had rice just enough for us, 
but one woman begged my moth- 
er for some food and she gave 
half of our rice to her," said Pac- 

г in rough Kinaray-a, the dia- 
lect of Passi City. 

Sending books from the US to 

distributed іп 
schools, where students have yet 
to see colorful pictures on glossy 
paper, remains Paclibars priority. 

‘The “slings and arrows of out- 
rageous fortune" may already be 
behind him but Paclibar says 
many young Filipinos may do 
well not to go through Shake- 
speares description of life by 
learning to appreciate books, 
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PHILIPPINE HEART ASSOCIATION, INC. 
PHILIPPINE COLLEGE OF CARDIOLOGY 


GENERAL CONTEST RULES AND GUIDELINES 


Eligible Contestants 
The Contest is open ta all working mothers aged 25-60 
усиз old. Members ofthe Philippine Heart Association 

TPHA) Board and Cookfest Commitee аге not eligible 

to join the Сомен. 

Categories 

Participants should submit preferably а one-dish meat 

viand) or a main dish and а vegetable dish for a family 

SEG within a working budget of P250. 

l. Materisis/Ingrelients 

Healthy Teart recipes should use f 

processed and not prepared seasonings or mixes 

Recipe Write-up. 

3) Should be brief bul concise, describing the 
dishes and the cooking methods used, listing all 
ingredients acconling to order of use expressed in 
household measure, and indicating specifications 
(ex уре, kind, variety, cut, market form, can size). 
Steps should be in paragraph form, according to 
sequence. Procedure should be simple, indicating 
мк cooking temperature and time. 

b) Recipe should include the approximate size 
{number of servings) and total 

Deadline for the Submission of Entry Forms 

is on or before May 5, 2006. The official entry/ 

registration forms/recipe entries and other requirements 

{contestants information) may be mailed, personally 

delivered, or faxed to: 

MA. TERESA B. ABOLA, MD 

Chairman, CookFest Committee 

Philippine Heart Association (Heart House) 
‘Suite 302 President Tower Boikdng, 81 Timog Ave. 
cor. Scout Yburdalaza St., Quezon City 

та No. 929-1161; Fax Мо: 929-1165 

Pre-Contestoriemstion is on May 19, 2006 wherein 20 

semifinalists wil be chosen 

Judge are composed of individuals from professional 

‘organizations, food industry, government and non- 

ment institutions, media and culinary ars/food 
experts and selected chid judges. Semi-finalists will 
their cooked dishes for actual taste-testing by the 


. Judging will be on May 23,2006, the day of the comest, 
ail cooked dishes for 6 persons will be presented to the 
judges and viewers at the kitchen studio. The 20 semi- 
finalis have one hour (Tam. to Ram) ю sci up and 
present ther recipes. The top 3 winners huve to whip up. 

ens onsite under time pressure (11 am. 1 p.m.) 


Overall acceptability palatability (color? 
appearance, flavor, texture or consistency, 
general appeal, and acceptability) 
ingredient foods represent groups in the 
Filipino Food Pyramid Guide 

(Originality (ereativity uniqueness of recipe) 

Cosveconomy, availability of added 
ingredients, ease of preparation 

Time management 

Presentation 


willbegiven certificntesof participation 
recog the winners for each category shall 
теочуө plagues amd the following cash prizes First 
pru P30,000; Second prize P20,000; Twd prize 
P10,000 
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Atis driven 


boom 


in Boracay 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


ILOILO CITY—THE ATI COMMUNITY ON BORACAY 
Island is being driven out of their village by landown- 
ers despite an injunction prohibiting their eviction. 


St Victoria Ostan, of the Holy 
Rosary Parish Ati Mission (HRPAM), 
said the Ati families are sil in dan- 
ger of losing their homes despite the 
National Commission on Indigenous 
Peoples’ (NCIP) order barring their 
‘eviction from their village. 

In a decision released Friday, 
the NCIP regional hearing office 
for Western and Central Visayas 
issued a permanent injunction 
against holders of tax declara- 
tions claiming ownership of the 
lands the Айз occupy. 

In his order, NCIP hearing offi- 
cer Sulpicio Gamosa Jr. said the 
Atis "cannot be summarily relocat- 
‘ed without their free, prior and in- 
formed consent, atleast until their 
petitions for CADT (certificate of 
ancestral domain title) are still 
pending with the NCIR" 

Gamosa cited historical and an- 
thropological data that showed 
that the Atis now living in Sitio Bo- 
labog in Barangay Balabag are di- 
rect descendants of the Atis who 
first inhabited the island. 

‘The Atis have a pending applica- 
tion for the issuance of a CADT 
claiming they are the fist inhabi- 
tants of the 1,032-hectareistand-re- 
sort. The application, filed on Feb. 
23, 2000, has not been resolved by 
the commission until now. 
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SEA SHOW 
Spectators stand 


But Ostan said the community 
is still being threatened with evic- 
tion from the one-hectare land 
they are occupying at the north- 
em end of the island. 

‘The Ati village sits on adjacent 
properties of Aniceto Yap, brother 
of provincial board member Jose 
Yap, and the family of Aklan Rep. 
Florencio Miraflores. 

During her visit to the island on 
April 15 last year, President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo told Ati leaders that 
their community would be relo- 
cated to a one-hectare property 
within the 80-hectare Eco- 
‘Tourism Village on the island. 

‘The P50-million relocation site 
will be donated by the Taytay sa 
Kauswagan Inc. (TKI) and the Bo- 
racay Property Holdings Inc. 

But until now, the planned relo- 
cation site and the transfer of the 
Atis have not been implemented. 

Instead, Ostan said, a concrete 
fence erected early this year has 
cutoff the passageway of the Atis 
to their houses. A storage build- 
ing for jetski gears is also being 
constructed in the village. 

The construction is being un- 
dertaken allegedly by the Seraph 
Hotel on the property of the Mi- 

у. 
Ostan said фе Atis are com- 


JSUSONPOIPHOTO. 


ATI CHILDREN hold empty plates and face an uncertain future as the resort boom in Boracay 
threatens to displace them from the island that their ancestors first inhabited. 


plaining that they have no path to pass 
through to get to their homes. 

"They feel that they are slowly being stran- 
gled and pushed out of their village. They are 
frustrated that despite various promises, they 
are still being driven out and with nowhere to 
во," Ostan told the Inquinea in an interview. 

A member of the community, Gloria 


Magellan. It was held at the Mactan Shrine in Lapu-Lapu City, Cebu. 


Gov tags testimony on mercury as unethical 


By Bobby Labalan 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


SORSOGON CITY—GOV. RAUL 
Lee described as unethical the 
testimony of Nelia Cortez- 
Maramba, professor emeritus of 
the University of the Philip 
pines-Manila’s (UP-Manila) De- 
partment of Pharmacology and 
‘Toxicology, declaring that resi- 
dents of five villages in Sorso- 
gon had heavy metals in their 
bodies. 

Lee said it was rude for the 
UP professor to render a testi- 
mony before the independent 
commission chaired by Sorso- 
gon Bishop Arturo Bastes which 
has been investigating the ef- 
fects of Lafayette's mining op- 
erations. 

“The UP study group had not 
yet submitted a report on the re- 


sult of the study to the provincial 
government which commis- 
sioned them,” said Lee. 


High chemical content 

Maramba was quoted as telling 
the Bastes commission that the 
result of their study revealed 
high chemical content in the 
participants’ bodies and food 
sources. These chemicals are 
harmful, especially lead, which 
may affect a person's IQ base- 
line” 

‘The UP team was commis- 
sioned by the provincial govern- 
ment of Sorsogon to look into the 
health status of residents of 
coastal villages facing Pacific 
Ocean after mercury was detect- 
ed in fish and sea water samples 
last year. 

Lee said the UP group 
should have furnished them a 


seawater as they watch a reenactment of the victory of Lapu Lapu over Spanish colonizers led by Ferdinand 


copy of the report or at least 
informed them first of the re- 
sult before making its release 
publie. 

Another UP team, the UP-Natu- 
ral Science Research Institute, 
was also commissioned by the 
provincial government but whose. 
study result now seemed to be in 
conflict with the Maramba re- 
port. 


schedule. 


normal. 


Independent commission 

Earlier, the governor called 
on the independent commission 
to spare the fishermen of Sorso- 
gon from any harm which may 
adversely affect their livelihood 
if unverified reports are care- 
lessly released to the public 
again. 

Lee was invited by the com- 
mission to the hearing but 
begged off due to a conflict in stressed. 

^ A 


sogon. 


More than 5,000 fishermen 
and hundreds of families depend- 
ing on beach resort operations 
lost their livelihood due to the 
mercury scare. 

A repeat of that situation 
would be 


Domingo, already left the island on Feb. 26 af- 
ter being paid P6,000. 

"The Atis are being convinced one by one to 
leave the village while the structures are be- 
ing erected,” said Ostan. 

She said they have urged the Atis to remain 
calm becduse they have resorted to heavy 
drinking in frustration. 
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Dengue Kills girl 
COTABATO CITY—A 9-year-old girl died while 
seven others from Parang, Maguindanao were 
broughtto the hospita! when thay were stricken by 
dengue. Marites Fernandez, chalr of Making Vil- 
lage, said they сош have prevented the spread of 
the disease If fogging machines were readily made 
avallable. The dengue-afflicted patients, most of 
‘them children of poor familles, were confined at 
the Notre Dame Hospital here. City health officer 
Dr. Abdullah Dumama allowed the use of thelr fog- 
ging machine after learning that dengue-carrying 
mosquitoes were prevalent in Parang town. Fer- 
nandez started soliciting cash to be used to defray 
the patients’ hospital and medicinal expanses. 
Charlo вав, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Literacy rate up 
KORONADAL, South Cotabato—The simple literacy 
rate in South Cotabato went up by 6.24 percent to 
96.45 percent in 2005 compared to 2004, Carmela. 
Cabarubias, alternative learning supervisor of the 
Department of Education here sald. Cabarublas at- 
tributed the increase to the continued support of lo- 
cal governments and the private sector In the 
DepEd's effort to increase access to education. The. 
DepEd in the province has embarked on a Iteracy 
program targeting out-of-school individuals. 
Aquiles Zonio, PDI Mindanao Bureau. 


Bill on kids’ welfare 
GENERAL SANTOS CITY—A social welfare official 
here welcomed the recent passage by Congress of 
the Juvenile Justice and Welfare Bl City social 
welfare and development officer Rebecca Magante 
said she hoped President Macapagal-Arroyo signs. 
the bil into a law soon. She sald this would result 
inthe scrapping of about 70 percent of charges 
fled against children in conflict with the law. Under 
the bill, children facing criminal cases would be re- 
ferred to charitable Institutions or the socal we- 
fare office tor rehabilitation, instead of belng all. 
Aqulles Zonto, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


UP class ’66 reunion 

MEMBERS ofthe University of the Philippines 
Class of 1966 will hold a reunion today at the Uni- 
versity of the Philippines at Los Baños. The re- 
union, which starts at 8 a.m., wil include morn- 
ing merienda at Anest Tower, which is just before 
the UPLB gate, and visits to the Institute of 
Biotechnology for a demonstration of how virgin 
coconut oil is produced; the Dairy Training and 
Research Institute for a demonstration on how 
milk, cheese and butter are processed; and the 
UPLB Flower and Garden Show. Members of the 
class who wish to Join the reunion can sign up 
with Andrew Nocon (tel. 0918-9301529) or Or. 
Lydia Rodriguez Arcellana (tel. 9298226, 
9218894 or 09209149374). 


Surigao judge sends 3 
kidnappers to death row 


TANDAG, SURIGAO DEL SUR— 
Days after President Macapagal- 
Arroyo commuted the death sen- 
tences of atleast 1,000 inmates, a 
judge here sent at least three peo- 


ple to the death row. 


Cantilan Regional Trial Court 
Judge Romeo Buenaflor found 
cousins Jovel Apole, Rolando 
Apole and Renato Apole guilty 
"beyond reasonable doubt" of the. 
crimes of kidnapping and robbery 
with violence on Wednesday. 

The three convicts were among 
the 10 people charged with che 
2003 abduction of Japanese na- 
tional Yasumitsu Hashiba. 

Their seven coaccused had 
been cleared for lack of witnesses. 

Based on court records, Hashiba, 
who is married to a local, was kid- 
mapped in the evening of Jan. 23, 
2003 in Barangay Bunga, Lanuza. 

‘The kidnappers, armed with 
pistols and a hand grenade, en- 
tered the Hashiba residence and 
forced the Japanese into a wait- 


ing vehicle. 
rd 


worth P150,000. 


They later got in touch with the 
victim's family and demanded РЗ 


In a letter addressed to com- 
mission chair Bishop Bastes, the 
governor said the fish scare gen- 
erated by the reports about mer- 
cury contamination was already 
gone and things had returned to 


Anti-Lafayette 

Lee said any effort by anti- 
Lafayette critics to close down 
the mining operation must not 
be done at the expense of the 
fishermen and residents of Sor- 


E-LEARNING 


catastrophic, Lee 


"The kidnappers also fled with 
the victim's cash and jewelry 


million in ransom. 

The victim’s wife, Emelie, in- 
stead filed charges against her hus- 
band's abductors, which forced 
them to free Hashiba. 

Police arrested 10 suspects in 
the process and pursued the kid- 
napping charges against them. 

Buenaflor, known as the hang- 
ing judge of Surigao del Sur, also 
ordered the Apoleses to pay 
Hashiba P75,000 in moral and 
exemplary damages. 

The Inquinen learned that the 
decision will be forwarded to the 
Court of Appeals in Cagayan de 
Oro City, "for automatic review 
within 20 days but not earlier 
than 15 days after the promulga- 
tion of judgment." 

The Catholic Church hierarchy 
has been pushing for the scrapping 
of the death penalty arguing that 
only God has the right to take a life. 

Ms Arroyo herself has supported 
areview of the death penalty law. 

‘Administration congressmen 
said they would work for the 
scrapping of the capital punish- 
‘ment although victims of heinous 
crimes and their families want 
the penalty retained. Bert 
Pacate, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


conTaauTED PHOTO 


Students of the Bernardo Lirio High School in San Pedro, Batangas 
and the Sta. Anastacia-San Rafael National High School were the 
beneficiaries recently of the Genyo E-Learning Management 
Program donated by the Bato Balani Foundation Inc. (BF). The 
donors and recipients posed for a photo. From left are Susan 
Castillo, Bernardo Lirio High Schoo! official; Jose Ma. Policarplo, 
Diwa Learning Systems vice president and other officials, 
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PHILIPPINE COLLEGE OF SURGEONS 


PHILIPPINE SOCIETY 


F ANESTHESIOLOGISTS, INC. 


PHILIPPINE UROLOGICAL ASSOCIATION, INC 


Joint Midyear Convention 
May 5-6,2006 
Waterfront Cebu City Hotel and Casino, Lahug, Cebu City 


Providing Quality Peri-Operative Health Care 
Through Continuing Medical Education 


In what is described as a historic first, the Philippine College of Surgeons (PCS), Philippine Society of Anesthesiologists (PSA) and the Philippine Urological 


MESSAGES А 
Jn ehalfofour respecive governing bodies; it gives us 
reat pleasure to welcome the Fellows, Delegates, Guests, 
Families and Friends o the enchanting and captivating 
i City of Cebu to celebrate the first-ever Joint Midyear 
Convention of the Philippine College of Surgeons (PCS), 
Philippine Society of Anesthesiologist, Ine. (PSA) and the 

Philippine Urological Association (PUA). 

This momentous eveit s an affirmation that our 
устану diverse, yet -intimately associated 
organizations can focus оп commonalities and bond 
together to address соттоп concerns to benefit the 
i surgical patient. Our coiwention, appropriately titled 
{ “Mutidiseipliiary Approach o Per Operative Care”, 
f peels off on May 3-6, 2006 at the Waterfront Cebu City 
Ў, Hotel and Casino. We will deal with matters of mutual 
interest е standardization of fluid management, 


H of the newest affiliate societies of the PCS and the 
Ў Philippine Association of Laparascopic amd 
8 Endoscopie Surgeons (the mew name of the 
‘consolidated PAES and PSLS) - and the Philippine 
$ Association of Training Officers in Surgery (PATOS). 
} The Philippine Society of General Surgeons (PSGS) 
iit conduct a half-day postgraduate course as well. 
е congratulate the Midyear Convention 
$ Committe, the PCS Сери Eastern Visayas Chapter, ће" 
ИРИ Cebu Conral Visayas Chapter amd their 
‘counterparts inthe PUA, for arranging а golf 
{ tournament, an entertaining Fellowship Nigh and lots of 
{ Лес tine afr the sessions 0 balance ош the 
‘academic side of the convention. These will provide an 
excellent opportunity to wmvind, affirm and strengthen 
{+ Jamily and friendship bonds that have been stretched by the 
шуен; demands of the practice of swgery &, 
anesthesia. 
We thank our benefactors, partners and friends ihn 
$ the pharmaceutical industry jor being а part. of this 
convention. Let us all enjoy the hospitality of this, 
beautiful jewel of the Visayan Islands. 


C ЧИ 
UL TE 


President, PCS 


NES E 


President, PUA 


® Our Dear Colleagues 
‘Mabuhay! We would ike to welcome al our Fellows 
and guests to this first ever Joint Midyear Convention of 
тий Philippine College of Surgeons (PCY. йе 
Philippine Society of Anesthesiologists Tuc. (PSA), and 
the Philippine Urological Association (PUA) to be held 
a from May 3-6. 2006 at the Waterfront Cebu City Hotel & 
T Casino, Cebu City. Our societies have agreed to come 
together o discuss Соттоп issues affecting в, as well 
{ aio foster a closer and more harmonious relationship 
| anong our Fellows. Our comenions theme of 
| “Muhidisciplinary Approach to Perioperative Care” is 
indeed very timely, and we ore very sure that our 
| Fellows will be learning not only new updates and 
{ advances related to our own disciplines but айо how o 
Work together as a team for eter health care delivery 
Jor our patiems. 
1 je are Indeed looking forward to your umost 
paricipaton and we are very sure that we will ай enjoy 
\ Ле hospiatiy and wonders of Cebu Ci. Our 
{Commitee on Conventions has likewise prepared а 
] папер of social and recreational activities which our 
Jamilies wil surely enjoy 


‘See you all ip Cebu City! 
REY MELCHOR F: SANTOS, MD, FSGS, FPCS 
"Окей Convention Chairman, PCS 


ARDS ole 
THERESA M. ALCANTARA, MD, DPBA 
Overall Convention Chat PSA 


Or 
AIL ZERRUML Ўр, FPUA, FPCS 
онай Convention Chairman, PUA 


Our whole hearted congratulations to the officers and 
members of the Philippine College of Surgeons, 
Philippine Society of Anesthesiologists and Philippine 
Urological Assocation for the initiation of this first Joint 
Midyear Convention on May 5 & 6, 2006 at Waterfront 
Hotel, Cebu Cip: 

n our litle way, from PSA Cebu- Central Visayas 
Chapter and PCS Cebu Eastern Visayas Chapter, we 
welcome all the Delegates and Guests rom the three 
Speciali socetes. We will show everybody the Unity of 
Filipino specialist doctors who are willing to serve our 
fellow countrymen with utmost excellence im 
Perioperative Care. 

“Mabuhay kayo, Filipino doctors па tapat na 
‚ naglilingkod para sa bayan. 

ami Ui Lamon 
Mage! B. Vilamor Jr, MD- FPSGS, EPCS. 
President 


PCS-CEVC . . 
pu Beet ores 


,, President 
"PSA Cebu-Central Visayas Chapter 


GREETINGS! 

On behalf of the Philippine College of Surgeons 
and’ The Philippine Society of Anesthesiologists, 
Cebu Валет Mayas Chapter we would like 1o extend 
sur hearfeltfictaons and warmest reception to all 
delegates aid guest of this fst Jat midyear 
оен of he PCS, PSA and PUA 

"is etos of ihis grand event, we hope that you will 
all have а very Jil and enjoyable say in Cebu Cp 
УШ s ar emet “Mulidisciplinary Approach io 

‚ Peroperatve Care”, we assure everyone tha ve have 

"ad a he necessary preparations ln order to make this 
Join midyear convention зиссазји. We new that ii 
мону conventions suc a ths that we wil be able o 
show ou иту i our quest for excellence In the quay 

5 Your service. 

Ли йе rue spirit of the Sugbuanon we bid you ай: 
"MAINITONG. PAG-ABOT, UG MABUIN KITANG 
ү TANANI" 
em 
ELMERS. JABAGAT, М.Ю, FPSGS, FPCS. 
ice President 
РЕЗ Cel -Bastery Изауаз Chapter 

FCLIVE ROLAND Y, FERMIN, M.D., ОРВА 
Wee Preside 
PSA Cebu Central Visayas Chapter 


Association (PUA), will jointly celebrate their Midyear Conventions in the "gateway to a thousand journeys", Cebu Cit 


ity. These three organizations agreed to bond together 


(o address common concerns io benefit the surgical patient. The convention, appropriately titled " Multidisciplinary Approach to Peri- Operative Care", is on May 5 & 6, 
9006 at the Waterfront Cebu City Hotel and Casino. Also actively participating in this convention are the Philippine Association of Training Officers in Surgery (PATOS), 
the Philippine Association of Laparoscopic and Endoscopic Surgeons (PALES) and the Philippine Society of General Surgeons (PSGS). 


RM TC 


WEE 


PCS Board of Regents 

Seated “from LR: Doctors Josefina R Almonte, Regent; Alex А 
Erasmo, Secretary, Rey Melchor F. Santos, Vice President; Eduardo R. Gatchalian, 
President: Stephen Sixto Siguan, Treasurer; Ray B. Malilay and Maximo Н. Simbulan 
Jc, Regents 

Standing fom LR: Doctors Florencio Q. Lucro Jr, Jesus V. 
Valencia, Dominador M. Chiong Jr, Alfred Н. Belmonte, Esperanza R. Lahoz, 
Antonio S Say, Alejandro R. Garcia, and Isaac David E. Ampil 1l, Regents 


‘The Organizing Committee working with their local counterparts desi 


^H 


PCS Board of Governors 
Seated from L-R: Doctors Edgar A. Baltazar, Gowemor, Vedasto B. Lim, 


Vice-Chairman: 
M. Santos Jr., Governor. 


Enrico P. Ragaza, Chairman; Maribel O. Du, Secretary; and Hector 


Standing from L-R: Doctors Beda R. Espineda, Renato Cirilo A. Ocampo, Rafael 
L. Jocson, Rhoderick М. Casis, and Rolando L. Canivel, Governors. 


Not in picture: Doctors Natividad A. Almazan- 


guitar, Eduardo R. Bautista, 


Cecilio Vicente T. Gempesaw, Alfredo M. lgama, Michael Y. Leh, Rex A. 
Madrigal, Michael E. Martinez, Edward A. Sarrosa, Jackson D. Soriano, Dures Fe 
D.E. Tagayuna, Ronald A. Yutangco, Governors. 


ned a continuing medical education program that will deal with matters of mutual interest to the 


three specialty societies. The juxtaposition of the postures and viewpoints of the different disciplines on a given topic will certainly make for very interesting and 


informative sessions. The delegates will be treated to а healthy exchange of ideas, happy resolutions and consensus of opinio 
and Judicial Matters. The sharing of knowledge and technology wil 
care. Moreover, the Social and Tourism Calendar, the Golf Tournament and the Fellowshi 


Pain Control and E! 


‘concern for members that will fortify the teamwork between surgeons and anesthesiologists. 


ns on Fluid Management, Blood Transfusion, 
ll contribute to the improvement in the delivery of quality surgical and anesthesia. 
ip Night are expected to renew the ties and rekindle the spirit of camaraderie and 


q^ 


у 


Board of Directors, PSA 


Seated from L-R: Doctors Ma. Zenaida M. Mariano „Treasurer ; Theresa M. Alcantara, Vice 
President; Romulo A. Buzon Jr. President; Dulce A. La'O , Secretary; and Eric V. Nagtalon 


Immediate Past President. 


Standing from L-R: Doctors Ma. Lilybeth R. Tenchoco, Roland S. Capito and Mary Ann R. 
irector for Luzon; Francis Jayson L. 


lo , Directors; Antonita M. De Pano , Regional 
Villegas, Regional Director for Visayas; Florian R. Nuevo, Edwin Jol 


A. Cruz, 
Luat-Inciong. Directors; and John F. Gomez , Regional Director for Mindanao. 


This year marks the first joint venture between the PCS, PSA & PUA for a tri-specialty midy. 


eG 


Secretary. 


d Joy Panganiban, Vice President 


and worthy enterprise to embark on. This undertaking is like a good book, once a page is turned, it cannot be closed. 


TRAVELOGUE ADTO 
TA SA CEBU, BAI 


Committee on Conventions 

Seated from L-R: Doctors Rey Melchor F. Samos, Chairman; Juliano ZK. Panganiban, Vice 
President, PUA; Eduardo R. Gatchalian, President, PCS; Romulo L. Buzon Je, President, PSA; and 
Alex A. Erasmo, Secretary, PCS. 

‘Standing from L-R: Doctors Jose Macario V. Faylone, Annual Clinical Congress; Armando С. 
Crisostomo, CSE: Mr. Alvin G. Jalimao, Unilab; Nadia Trinchera, Rajah Tours; Manuel A. 
‘Oliveros Jr., Midyear Convention; Lamy Reyes, PRMD Director, Unilab; and George KCT Cheu, 
Socials & Sports. 

Not in picture: Doctors Stephen Sixto Siguan, Finance; Napoleon B. Alcedo Jr, 2007 Midyear 
Convention; Jose Antonio M. Salud, 2007 Annual Clinical Congress; Gabriel L. Martinez, 
Publications; Pablo A. Chua, Media Liaison; and Joel U. Macalino, Documentation. Task Fores on 
Finance: Doctors Nelson D. Cabaluna, PCS; Dennis P. Serrano, PUA; Ma. Zenaida M. Mariano and 
Ma. Lourdes Marquez, PSA 


CEBU...the oldest city of the 
Philippines, the birthplace оГ 
Christianity in the Far East and the 
Queen City of the South, beckons! It 
was called "Sugbu", a Visayan word 
meaning to "walk on water," - what 
people had to do when they arrived in 
this pre-Hispanic colonial trading 
center. In 1521, Ferdinand Magellan 
brought to Cebu the Señor Santo Niño 

ЗА to then Queen Juana, the wife 
of Rajah Humabon, King of Cebu. The 
image was found miraculously intact 
and undamaged among the ruins in 
1565 by a second Spanish expedition 
led by Miguel Lopez de Legaspi. The 
Señor Santo Niño, the Patron Saint of 
Cebu and of the Philippines is now 
housed in the Basilica Minore del 
Santo Nino. Since 1980, every third 
Sunday of January, the yearly Sinulog 
festival and pilgrimage is held in its 
honor. Legaspi constructed Fort San 
Pedro, which now serves as a museum, 
park for leisure and tourist destination. 
Magellan's Cross is located near the 
Basilica del Santo Nino. Colon St., the 
oldest street in Cebu, became a 
business district during the Spanish 
Colonial сга and even after the second 
world war. Modem Cebu has 
practically shed off its image as а mere 
Spanish Trading outpost into a bustling 
lively industrial metropolis, This City 
prides itself with its delicious giant 


PUA Executive Council 
Seated from L-R: Doctors David T. Bolong. Auditor; Raul Winston P. 
Andutan, Member; Michael Y. Leh, President; and Ariel A. Zermudo, 


Standing from L-R: Doctors Telesforo E. Gana Jr, Member; Dennis P. 
‘Serrano, Treasurer; Jesus Benjamin L. Mendoza, Adviser; and Juliano Z.K. 


ear convention in Cebu. A long time in coming, it is still a most opportune 


mangoes of Guadalupe, danggit, bulad, 
lechon, олар and rosquillos of Liloan, 
bibingka and bodbod of Mandaue City, 
world class guitars and sutukil (sugba, 
tinowa and kilaw) of Lapulapu City. 
Aside from the Waterfront Hotel and 
Casino, the convention site, other 
hotels like the Marriott Hotel, 
Shangri-la Mactan, Plantation Bay 
Resort and the newly opened Park 
Lane International Hotel and Marco 
Polo Plaza Hotel serve as alternative 
sites for the delegates to stay. Malls 
have sprouted like the proverbial 
‘mushroom. The new places to go for 
some nightlife are the Crossroads and 
Banilad Town Square. CEBU ... the 
bustling Metropolis couched in a rustic 
provincial ambience, rich in heritage 
and culture yet dynamic and progressive 
"gateway to а thousand 
destinations". Adto ta sa Cebu, Bail. 


is the 


"FRIENDS OF PCS" 
Bayer Philippines 
GlaxoSmithKline 

J & J Medical Phils. Inc. 

Pfizer Phils. 


Schering Plough Corp. 
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may isang 5 mite” call ka pa! 


To register: To do a 5-min 


Text 
and send to 


Also available: All Day Texting Unlimited 


P30for2Days e P15for1Day ө P60 for 4 Days 


Text all day to over. 20 million Smart subscribers nationwide! 


mue 


Promo period is until May 21. 2006. 


еә ә == EU 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER. 


Textus your feedback: inquirer met name/agelciymessage to 2207 (Globe) or 283 (Smart) E-mail: pr_metro@inquire.com.ph 


MORE woes for suspect Lourdes de Guzman. 


Taxmen 
run after 
‘Pajero Lady’ 


Liabilities totalled 
P6.4-M for 2 years 


By Cynthia D. Balana Escape, a white Pajero, a white 
and Michelle V. Remo mini-Pajero, а red Ford F-150 

truck, a black Jaguar, a gray Mit- 
IT'S NOW THE TAXMEN’S TURN subishi Space Gear, а green 
torun after the Pajero lady” Suzuki Vitara, a blue Lancer, а 

Ma. Lourdes Ramos de Guz- black Honda Accord, a black 
man, who earned the tag for us- Mitsubishi Outlander, а white 
ing the vehicle in her illegal activ- BMW, a green Honda Civic, a sil- 
ities, was charged by the Bureau ver Honda Jazz, a green Starex, 
of Internal Revenue and Depart- a red Mitsubishi Lancer, a pink 
ment of Finance yesterday for Toyota Altis and a Mercedes 
failing to pay Р19 million in Benz. 

2003 and P44 million in 2004, Qiu 
for a total tax liability of P6.48 Obligation 
million. BIR Commissioner Jose Mario 

The tex evasion charges Buiag said that even if De Guz- 
against De Guzman, who was al- man had obtained her income 
36 known as Malou de Guzman, and vast acquisitions from illegal 
Josephine Garcia and Mary means, she was still obliged to de- 
“Josephine Garcia were filed inthe clare her income and pay taxes. 
Department of Justice. De Guzman had no other legal 

© means to support such acquisi- 
De luxe vehicles tions, the BIR said. 

Based on information provided Тће suspect bought expensive 
a zolee оды Dow aan alm de dd You have achieved stellar aces over he ers Celebrate your continued success with the итше 
Tan iis with the "Alyat nor file any tax return ший 2005, form of luxury: a stately home at South Forbes's newest star development ~~ Châteaux de Paris 
Bahay,” “байы” and “Budol-bu- the agency added. 
^ oed "m а Other charges A grand entrance gate ushers you into a splendid experience. Distinctly French “allées” — tree-lined 
fea mo gl activities was Пе Guzman had also been Streets — surround your private kingdom. A modern castle is what you'll call home. And the Grand 
reportedly used to acquire, charged with robbery, estafa, Clubhouse is the perfect venue to entertain your gallery of guests. 
among others, several expen- theft, murder and physical in- 
sive vehicles, including a Ford juries. 


"WHAT'S INSIDE. | 
m Woman shot dead in teen gang riot 
/A22 JOIN THE ROSTER OF ROYALS FOR AS LOW AS P25,000 A MONTH? 


Rest of all, with your free membership to the world-class 18-Hole South Forbes Golf Club, 
you'll soon lay claim to the greens and more championship trophies! 


«= 


Fake Harry р 
Potter toys FREE Membership 
seized in to the 18-Hole 


Tondo South Forbes Golf Club та : ie [xxr 


/A22 THE WHOLE WORLD IN ONE CITY ч METRO STA. ROSA 
suet Ara 
Coe wane 
[y 


E ABB hitman found guilty of killing 
Manila councilor’s son /A22 


For more details, call 635. 7777 or 631 -8855 or sit www.southforbes.com 


WANT TO TRY AN AFFORDABLE WAY 
TO SEND MONEY ABROAD? With the Western Union SEND-MONEY-ABROAD Service, 
you can send money for as low as $14*. No additional 


charges and deductions to your receiver. What you send 
is what they get. 


For evry transaction up lo $200. val for USA, Canada, Unled Arab Emiratos, India, Australa, Ghina, Hong Kong, Malaysia, 
Tor erg cea. Singapore, Bruna In aon o алаг foes, Weston Un also ons lom the exchenge o! стопа. 


Cut 89-1200 (ero олы 1-200-886-1200 (oe сй одеа Metro ant) or tx 0917-888-1200 or moro tomato 


Republic of the Philippines 


DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 


DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR NO. 0С2006-04-0003 


AMENDING DEPARTMENT CIRCULAR NO. 2003-04-004 
CREATING THE EXPANDED RURAL ELECTRIFICATION 
PROGRAM TEAM 


WHEREAS, tho Electric Power Industry Reform Act of 2001 or “EPIRA. enacted 
in June 2001 боото as policy o Ine Slate no ttal elockiication of ho county 
s at the seme alowed the participation of te private sector in missionary 
"Slocirficaton 

WHEREAS. pursuant to the EPIRA, the Government has sat the target of 
энеми 100% barangay eleciiicallon by 2008 and 90% household connection By 
2017; 

WHEREAS, tha Lear of Sector Dovolopmant Program jointly issued by the 
Department of Finance (DOF) and Daparimert of Energy (DOE) on 07 March 2003 
‘omits (o по Implementation of kay reforms inthe rural power sector, 

WHEREAS, on 1 Apt 2003, the DOE Issued Depariment Order No. 2003-04-004 
creat ina Exponded Rura Elecficaon Program Team (ER Team) to menage 
{he implementation o rural ‘letrication program for tha purpose of 
iav the county s total eloctfication objectives; 

WHEREAS, in view of e forgoing, the DOE: [) completed the 2005-2008 
Missionary Eletiication Development Plan which outlined the specie policies: 
Mister ond mechanisms for Une implemantation ofthe country s Expanded Rural 
Ёосийсайоп (ER) Program through greater private sector participation (PSP): (0 
шей on 28 Mey 2004 Department Cireutar No. 2004-05-005 which sreamilnes and 
‘Sionaizes tho grant of subsidies inthe olecirlication of missionary areas using 
Solar Photovoltaic (PV) Systems": and (issued on 18 Juno 2004 Department 
баа No, 2004-06-006 and on 12 Decembar 2008 Department Circular No, DC2005- 
$2011. proseribing the qualification cria and participation guidelines for the 
usted Third Party (QTE) pursuant to Sociion 69 of tne EPIRA and as detaled in 
шө 14 of Ino Inplamening Rules and Regulatons of EPIRA with the objectve of 
pursuing PSP Program In missionary arees: 

WHEREAS. thee Is a necessity to refocus and strengthen the integrated and 
synchronized approach to rural and missionary elecification taking into account the 
(Gattuienal changes in tho rura! power soctoras well as the recent росу issuances 
fine DOE io ensure and accelorao ola lacrifcaion In a sustainable and hol 

МОУ, THEREFORE, the DOE hereby amends Department Order No. 2003-04- 

оол to тыге the ER Team in the management ol ruramissionary election 
program: 
Section 1. Composition of the ER Program Team. The composition of the ER 
Brogran-Overeght Committee (ER Program- OC), ha ER Program Technical Working 
Group (ER Program- TWG) and the ER Program Secretarial are hereby reconstituted 
эз flows: 

(A) Oversight Commies (ER Taam-OG) 

Oversight Chair. Malinda L. Ocampo, Undersecretary - DOE 


Aere Chair: Ediha S. Buono, Administrator - National Electrification 
áministaton (NEA) 


Direcior, DOE - Electric Power Industry Management Bureau 
ЕРМЕ) 


Direcor, DOE - Energy Poly and Planning Bureau (EPPB) 


Director, DOE - Energy Utization and Management Bureau 
(мв) 


apartment Manager- NPC-SPUG 


Members: 


To ensure consistency in policies and achiave effective collaboration, the folowing 
{government agencies and Ine duly nominated representatives, may be requested 
iine ER eam OC as honorary members) National Economic and Development 
Adorty (NEDAJ: (9 Department of France (DOF): (9) Department of Budget and 
Management (OBM): and (М) othar stakeholders in ruraimissionary eletiication. 
including the Fhlippine National OX Company (PNOC). PNOC-Energy Development 
Corporation PNOC-EDC) and privato power producers aiso involved in elecirication. 
(© IniacAaency Technical Working Groun (ER Team-TWS) 
ATechrical Working Group (TWG) shali provide assistance to the Oversight Commitee 
id asas in һа development of subprograma, renew and assessment of existing 
programs and formulate sraloges or iha eiert implementation af the ER Program, 
Membership of the ER TWG shall be comprised of the following agencies and 
organizations: 
Chair 
Co-Chair 
Members: 


Director, DOE-EPIMB 

Division Manager. Corporate Planning Department - NEA 
Division Chil, Rural Electrification Administration and 
Management Bivision (DOE EPIMB-REAMD) 

Division Chiel, EUMB-Renewable Energy Management 
Dmsion [DOE-REMD) 

Division Manager - Project Management, NPC-SPUG 
Division Manager - Strategie Planning, NPC-SPUG 
Representative, DOE-EPPB 


Ropreserisives rom other ER Program partners and siskehoiders 


The ER Program TWG shali form he following Commitiees to oversee the various 
functions of he ER- TWG. The members of the Committees shall be selected by 
The ER Program TWG on ine basis cf qualficalionsiguideines approved by the ER 


. Committes on Policy 
{G'ont the objectives of the ER Program and develop guidelines and 
"pecie sirateges for s implementation. 
(0) Conduct regular assessment of the implementation of all program 
Somponents and acies, ently gaps ard issues, and recommend Ina 
onieuaton or cessation о certain programs as may be consistent wih law 
and Government patois: 
Review exising ER policies and guidelines and evaluatelassess their 
"постела in ensuing the ER targets are achieved as planned and та 
timely manner, 
(à Develop policies to address the iesuesigaps affecting program 
implementation: and. 
(e) Provide inetslonal support ta the program implementation. 


w 


Committee on Program Implementation and Operations 

i gr random amang reer Тыт 

(8 Acively montar the implementation of programs and projects vis-a-vis the 
ilesonesfargets set and, in ths rogard. prepare and submit a morihiy 

montorrg report to the Oversight Commitee Тилинип the спіса problems 

[sues that are prevent or hinder tha timely implementation of programs and 

projecs, тип copies of such report provided also tothe implementing 

"agercyfles for the proecprogram and the Роксу Commitee: 

оне closely withthe Pokey Committee o ensure that the necessary 

ширак Ге ER Program uires sratagies, ard argia sre made 

(ven the problemafasues rdonifad dung actual monitoring: 

ка Plon and set milestones for the implementation of the ER program 
‘components and actives based onthe oboctwos and strategies developed 
by the policy commit; 

(е) репа, равй objecives and activities of the ER Program: 

{0 Assist in ho promotion ol the ER Program: 

(0 Prepare repons, presenatoevonefing materials, IEC documents, and other 
‘documentation relevent to tne implementation of the ER Program: and. 

оу Collect nlormation relevent to the ER Program and maintain na dalabase 


e 


Committee on Investment and Financing 


(a) Wentty budgetary requirements in implementing the ER Program and 
coordinate wan DBM and oiner donor agencies, 
(0) болиу and harmonize exsing financing schemes set by various players 
Implomeriing ta ER Program, 
(e) Genify invesimeni opportontis and assist in the development of proposals, 
E 
(à) Identify financing and investment issues and propose policesistratagies to 
‘address such issues. 


(©) SezssladeliSupoor Siaff (ER Téam-Secrotarial 

The DOE-REAMD wil serve as tho ER Tear Secretariat t shali be assisted by 

Bine minimum of ta (2) represantatwas from DOE-EPPB, DOE-EUMB, NEA 

and NEC-SPUG. 

Section 2 Responsibilties of the ER Program Team Tha scope of rosponsibiities 
ЭП ER Program Team s отору expanded o clude ihe review and endorsement. 
GI projects and acies in reiaton tothe Qualified rd Party (ОТР) program that 
теде authorization rom he Energy Regulatory Commission (ERC). in this regard 
the Tochrseal Working Group formed undar DOE Dopartmert Circular No DC2005- 
{2011 shall nom tho ER Team OC of is recommendations and regat report on 
the progress and development ofthe PSP in ruraimissionary reas. 

The ER Program Team shall also serve as tho clearinghouse ofall rural and 
missionary slecnication inetves In the свопи, Including those supported by 
[ateravmuilaterl agencies and donor eres, forthe approval ofthe DOE Secretary 

“The ER Program Team shall request assistance and Information from other 
оноо such as OTPs, financing insons, non-government organizations, and 
nva опаа, whenever necessary to provida maighis and valuable inputs lo the 
ER Program Team in he exercise of is mandate. 

Section 3. Creation of the Unified Electrification Subsidy Sub-Committee (UESC). 
incompharca wih DOE DC No 2004.05-005, an UESC was created to operate under 
the superman of the ER Program Team. The UESC shall ently апу енота 
Subady dosign in all rural and missionary leciicaton projets, Including solar РУ 
Systems nations, nd recommend c tha ER Oversight Commies а rationalized 
‘System lar allocanon of projet subsidies, 1 any. The UESC shall raguary update 
Te ER Ovorsght Сопимдве on the appropriate gudelnes for the provision ot 
by fo rural lectreaton projects, сито those using solar PV Systems. or 
the formulation of recommendations (à and approval ofthe DOE Secretary 
Section 4. Scope of Coverage. The scopo ana coverage of the ER Program. ae 
provided in Sechon 3 of DOE. DC No, 2003 04-004, shal be expanded to include 
Projects and aciivies inated by or involving privata sector parcipants, icudg 
бт». 
Section 5, Miscellaneous. Heads of the concemed divsionsibureaus and agencies 
if Secton 1 hare shal inform tne DOE In wrting. ийип five (S) days fom lasuanc 
' tho Circular. of tha namas of iheir rospeciwe representatives. The Ovorsght 
Commies shall meet a least once every monin commencing nat later than the 
‘olondar month immediatly folowng ta efectwty of тиз Circular The Oversight 
Commies chal et the schedule, of mesinga ofthe оог commilees estanisneu 
"andar Section 1 af tis Circular. 
Section 6. No горем or amendment. Other provisions of DOE DC 2003-04-00 
fot harte inconsistent wi v Circular shal remain vald and in eflect uni 
evoked, moditod or furor amended. 


‘This amended Department Circular shall tako effect after publication in а 


compa gar seston A 


lesacd thi 7th day of Apri 2006, Taguig Cily. 
RAPHAEL PM.LOTILLA 
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Teen gangs clash in Manila 


By Margaux C. Ortiz 


A DAY AFTER AN ALLEGED 
member ofa teenage gang died in 
Pandacan, Manila, a woman was 
shot dead in Tondo after she 
looked out of the window during 
a brawl between rival groups ear- 
ly yesterday morning. 

SPO2 Eduardo Cabal of the 
Manila Police District Homicide 
Division identified the victim as 
Merla Dumaycos, 36, of 42-C Sto. 
Nino St. in Herbosa, Tondo. 

Investigation showed that a 
commotion outside Dumaycos’ 
house had roused her from sleep 
ataround 2a.m. 

When the victim looked out of 
the window to see what was go- 
ing on, a bullet hit her on the left 
side of her forehead. 

Police said the victim was de- 
Чагей dead on arrival at Gat An- 
dres Bonifacio Hospital. Authori- 


ties are hunting down the still 
unidentified teenage suspects be- 
hind the riot, Cabal said . 

On Thursday, a 17-year-old 
boy was shot dead while two oth- 
ers were injured when а free-for- 
all erupted between two rival 
gangs in Pandacan. Earlier this 
year, Manila policemen had ar- 
rested two minors in connection 
with the death of a high school 
student in Pandacan on Jan. 27. 

Less than a month after the Pan- 
dacan incident, the National Bu- 
reau of Investigation (NBI) had 
filed murder charges against an- 
other teenager who stabbed to 
death a 41-year-old man in Tondo. 

NBI Interpol Supervising 
Agent Dominador Villanueva Ш 
said the 17 suspects, all members 
of True Blue Style Gang, have 
been “a serious community prob- 
lem” for the past three years. 

With Erika Sauler, trainee 


WEST VISAYAS STATE UNIVERSITY MEDICAL CENTER 
Jaro, Водо Cty, Phiàppines 
"Tel No. 3202431 
Fax No. (039) 3202623. 
Erat address: ret 
РІС Accredited Healt Care Provider” 
"Bid Document No. 1 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


The West Visayas State University Medical Conter (WVSUMC) through 
iis Bids and Awards Commitee (BAC) invites bidders to apply for eigibiity 
and to bid for Supply, Delivery and Installation of One (1) lot of 
RadiologiciDlagnostic Equipment пате! 
а) Whole Body CT Scan System, Multi Slice 
5) Ultrasound Machine, 4 probes w! 3D 
c) Ultrasound Machine, 5 probes wi 4D (1 set 
‘Conventional X-Ray Machine, 500 MA, SOKV (1 зеў 
RIF X-Ray Machine, 800 MA, 150KV (Ц 
оп a lease-to-own scheme for a fixed term of five (5) years. 
А complete sel of Bidding Documents may be purchased by interested 
Bidders rom WVSUMC Supply Office and upon payment of nonrefundable 
fee in the amount of Five Thousand Pesos Only (PS,000.00) tothe West 
‘Visayas State University Medical Center Cashier. The Bidding Documents 
hal be received personaly by the prospective Bidder or his authorized 
representative. 
The schedule of BAC actives is'as follows: 


ВАС Activities T Schedule 

Tesuance of Bid Documents | May 15-17. 2006 

Pre-bid Conference. [May 18. 2006: 8 AM, Conference Room 
‘Opening of Bids | May 30. 2008; 8 AM, Conference Room 


“Submission of Bids shall be on May 30. 2006 not later han 9:00 AM at 
WNSUMC. Conference Room, Ground Floor. The eligbity requirements. 
technical and financial proposals will be opened immediately in the 
presence of Bidder's representatives who choose lo attend. 

Ай particulars relative to eligbity, bidding, and evaluation of bids and 
award of contract shall be governed by RA. 9184 and its Implementing 
Rules and Regulations. 

|WVSUMC reserves the right to reject any and ай bids, declare a falureot 
bidding, or not to award the contract for any justifiable and reasonable 
{ground where the award ofthe coniract wil not redound to the beneft of 
е Government, and WVSUMC shall nol be lable whatsoever to offset 
expenses or losses the bidder may incur in the preparation ofthis bid. 

(508) ANNA VICTORIA J. SOMBONG, M.D. 

BAC-Chaiman 


(зей 
Use) 


The Student Publications Office 


of De La Salle-College of Saint Benilde 


proudly presents 


LASALLIAN SCHOOLS PRESS CO 


CSB Hotel, May 3-5, 2006 


Sponsors: 


Lasallian Youth Commission 
Sleger Property Corporation 
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Fake Harry toys 
THE NATIONAL Bureau ot investi- 
aton (NB) seized P2 milion worth 
of counterfeit Harry Potter toys dur- 
ing simultaneous raids conducted 
cn Wednesday. NBI agents лед 
Фе fake toys trom a sales ole and 
warehouse in Tondo, Manila, 
Gured by SOE Trading Cor. and 
DNI Properties Management Corp. 
NBI agents led by spel investiga- 
‘tor Adjutor Larosa confiscated 
1,737 pleces of assorted toys, 
packaging materiais, receipts and 
Fries. The NBI had paced the 
'estabistmerts under survelance 
эла conducts test buys aer. 
Warnar Bros. Entertainment Inc. 
fed a complaint. Charges ot unfair 
competition and trademark in- 
fringement have been lodged 
against the owners ofthe shops for 


Gernale slay suspect 
gets 30 years in prison 


By Tina G. Santos 


distributing and selling the counter- 
eitproduds. Margaux C. Orile 


UST homecoming 
IN celebration of ts 296th founding 
anniversary, the Unverty of Sarto 
Tomas, through he сога! ot alum- 
ni presidents chaired by Felino “Jun” 
Palafox andthe UST Public and 
Alumni Mas Office, will hold ts 
‘grand alumni homecoming today at 
the Festa Pavilion ofthe Manila Ho- 
tel. Registration starts at 5 p.m. The 
‘event, with the theme "Connecting, 
Converging, Bung Bridges to- 
wards UST 2011" aims to gather all 
alumni and faculty of the uriverst/s 
collages and schools. For tickets and 
details, please contact the Public 
and Alumni Affairs Office at tel. nos. 
7313544 or 406161 local 8315 or 
e-mail paao@mni.ustedu.ph 


nale, The court also ordered Vil- 
lanueva to pay P197,000 in dam- 
ages to the victim's heirs. 

Gernale was only 24 years old 
and the vice president of his fami: 
lys construction company when 
he was killed on Jan. 30, 1995. 

‘The vietim was driving on J. 
Zamora Street in Pandacan, 
Manila, when the accused, with 
other suspects, including a cer- 
tain Honesto Naceno, who re- 
mains at large, shot him. 


A MEMBER OF THE ALEX BON- 
cayao Brigade (ABB) hit squad 
was found guilty on Thursday of 
killing the son of a Manila coun- 
cilor more than 11 years ago. 
Judge Teresa Soriaso of the 
Manila Regional Trial Court 
Branch 27 sentenced Julio Vil- 
lanueva alias Allan Dino to 30 
years in prison for killing Jay Ger- 
nale, son of Councilor Roger Ger- 


Rape victim should be 
allowed to have abortion 


THERE OUGHT TO 
be a law in the coun- 
try that allows the 
abortion of a fetus 
that is a product of 
incestuous rape. 
Nena (not her réal 
name), a Кай 13-year- 
old gir, is four months 
pregnant, a victim of 
rape by her own father. 
She was brought to me 
at “Isumbong mo kay 
Tulfo” by her mother 


Nena, who will bein 
high school when 
school opens in June, 
looks every bit a gii 
barely entering her 
teens. She was just 
starting to menstruate 
four months ago when 
her father raped her. 

"The father ran away 
after Nena told her 
mother about the rape. 
But sending the father 
tojailis not only Nena's 
problem. Her other 
problem, if you ask me, 
is how she will be able 
to take care of an off- 
spring that will surely 
be mentally and physi- 
cally handicapped. A 
child that is a product 
of incest wil have 
mental and physical 
defects. 

1 
Jawyers—among them 
Vicente Chuidian and 
police Director Marce- 
lo Ele Jr—about the 
possibilty of having 
the fetus aborted. They 
said said it was ilegal. 

But how could our 
laws be so uncaring 
about the stigma to be 
carried by a girl who 
will soon bear a child 
who is boh a 
son/daughter апд 
brother/sister? 

Inthe United States, 

the law allows women 
who are rape victims to 
abort the erus. 
US _ AMBASSADOR 
Kristie Kenney said in 
a speech before the 
American Chamber 
of Commerce that 
corruption was one 
of the reasons pre- 
venting economic de- 
velopment in the 
Philippines. Kenney 
should be assured 
that the new Om- 
‘budsman, Merceditas 
Gutierrez, is bent on 
leaning up the gov- 
emment of thieves 
and misfits. 

Since she took over 
as the government 
corruption watchdog, 
Gutierrez has dis- 
missed 23 erring gov- 
ernment officials and 
suspended 33 others. 

Not like her prede- 
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slowpoke. 

did the country a fa- 
vor by resigning since 
he was not up to the. 
job. 
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Blair hit with a week’s shower of political woes 


LONDON—BAD LUCK САМЕ IN 
threes this week for Prime Minis- 
ter Tony Blair, whose increasingly 
unpopular government suddenly 
found itself dealing with three 
wildly dissimilar but equally em- 
barrassing problems, each involv- 
ing a different Cabinet minister. 
Blais Labor government has been 
in power for nine years and has been 


particularly skilled at deflecting trou- 
ble. But these latest difficulties have 
come a week before local elections 
across the county that wil, inevitably 
be taken as a referendum on voters 
attitudes toward the Labor Party. 

The fist problem  concems 
Charles Clarke, who as home secre- 
tary presides over a majority of the 
prime ministers most unpopular and 


important programs, including law 
and order and immigration policy. 
Those two policies crashed awk- 
wardly this week when it emerged 
that for unexplained reasons, 1,023 
foreigners who had been convicted 
of crimes and were supposed to be 
considered for deportation after 
serving prison sentences had, in 
fact, been set free over the last sev- 


en years—and no one seemed to 
know what happened to them, 

Clarke, who admitted knowing 
about the problem for 10 months, 
and who said publicly that “Ihave 
failed,” is facing a chorus of oppo- 
sition’ calls for his resignation 
even as Blair says he does not 
plan to give up his home minister. 

"The second problem is an old- 


Male circumcision seen as a potent weapon vs HIV 


JOHANNESBURG, SOUTH  AFRICA—FOR 
‘well over a decade, southern Africans have bat- 
tied the spread of AIDS with everything from 
condoms and abstinence campaigns to doses of 
anti-retroviral drugs for pregnant wom- 
en—and generally found themselves losing. 

Now a growing number of clinicians and 
policymakers in the region are pointing to a 
simple and possibly potent weapon against 
new infections: circumcision for men. 

‘Armed with new studies suggesting that 
male circumcision can reduce the chance of 
HIV infection in men, and perhaps їп women, 
health workers in two southern African na- 


tions are pressing to make circumcisions 
broadly available to meet what they call a 
burgeoning demand for them. 

"The validity of the approach is still being test- 
ed. But in Lusaka, Zambia, surgeons began of- 
fering circumeisions for about $3 some 18 
months ago and are urging the government to 
expand the service across the country. 

Dr. Kasonde Bowa, a urologist at the hospi- 
tal, says about 400 patients a month request 
the procedure—eight times as many as the 
surgeons can accommodate. "One reason we 
decided to set up this service was the increas- 
ing evidence in the research in relation to re- 


ducing HIV” he said. "The evidence is very 
strong." 

In Swaziland, the Health Ministry has trained 
doctors in circumcision, responding to what it 
called a surge in desire for the procedure. Stud- 
ies indicate that circumcision may protect 
against HIV, the ministry said, adding that the 
service should be more widely available. 

Other policymakers in the region are hold- 
ing back, waiting for direction from the World 
Health Organization. Officials there say the 
evidence so far, while intriguing, is not defini- 
tive enough to call for a shift in strategy on 
HIV prevention. NYT 
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US eyes nuke cooperation pact with Russia 
WASHINGTON—The United States is discussing the possibilty of a civilian 
nuclear energy agreement with Russia that could help wean Moscow away 
from cooperation with ran, according to US officials. In recent interviews, 
Several US officials said a possible nuclear energy accord with Moscow is 
Under review. Such an agreement would be a significant change in US poli- 
Ty. which now prohibits most nuclear cooperation with Russia because of 
Moscow's pivotal role in building Iran's S800-milion nuclear power plant at 
Bushehr. Reuters 


Construction begins at Twin Towers site 
NEW YORK—Bulidozers rumbled Into а giant pit on Thursday to begin build- 
ing a new skyscraper to replace the World Trade Center in an act New York's 
governor said symbolized the суз comeback from the Sept. 11 attacks. 
Work on the Freedom Tower at the Word Trade Center site in Lower Manhat- 
tan began a day after developer Larry Silverstein and the land owner, the Port 
Authority of New York and New Jersey, resolved long-running acrimonious 
disputes over money, security and design. The 540-meter (1,776-foot) tower 
Wil be among the tallest in the world. The site will include three other high ris- 
SS plus a residential tower that wil surround a memorial, museum and cultur- 
al center dedicated to what relatives of the Sept. 11 victims consider a sacred 
Site Construction is scheduled tobe finished by 2011 or 2012. Reuters 


fashioned sex scandal involving an- 
other Blair stalwart, Deputy Prime 
Minister John Prescott. On Wednes- 
day, The Daily Mirror reported that 
Prescott, 67, an old-style Laborite 
loved by the left wing of the party 
for his blunt-spoken ways and gruff 
manner, had a torrid affair with a 
secretary in his office. 

The third issue concerns: prob- 


lems bubbling up in the National 
Health Service, the reform of 
which has been one of the corner- 
stones of Blairs legislative pro- 
gram. In its first years in office, 
Blairs Labor government poured 
billions of dollars into the health 
service, allowing hospitals to raise 
salaries, hire new doctors and 
nurses and open new wards. NYT 
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ACCUSED BABY KILLER REUTERS 
Sabine H.,a German mother accused of killing nine newborn babies 
over a decade and burying them in flower pots, went on trial Thursday. 


LAD WATER SERVICES, INC. 
‘Basement, MWS! Bidg.,. MWSS Complex 
Katipunan Road, Balara. Quezon City, Philippines 1100 
"Tel Nos. 435-33-66, 920-6521 loc. 2600, 3615, 3616 


INVITATION TO PRE-QUALIFY & BID 


The Maynilad Water Services, Inc. is inviting all interested 
suppliers/ooniraciors to pre-qualify and participate in the Sealed Bid 
for the supply and delivery of CY 2007 Male and Female Office and 
Field Uniforms. 


Description 


CY 2007 MWSI MALE AND FEMALE EMPLOYEES' UNIFORMS 
(For Office and Field Employees) 
As per MWSI Bid Terms and Conditions. 


Interested suppliers may, beginning May 02, 2006 until May 05, 
2006 and upon payment of a non-refundable Participating Fee of 
Р2.500.00, obtain further information and secure complete set of pre- 
qualification end bid documents at the Purchasing Department, Basement, 
MWSI Building. Katipunan Road, Balara, Quezon City (Tel. No. 435- 


vat e cer os 


3388 and 435-3374). 


Prospective Bidders who are issued bid documents are required 
to attend the Pre-Bid Conference to be held at the HROD Seminar 
Room on May 08, 2006, starting at 9:00 A.M. 


Deadline for submission of the accomplishment Pre-Qualification 
Documents is on or before 3:00 PM. of May 11, 2006. 


MWSI reserves the right to reject any or ай bid without offering any 
reason, waive any and all informalities therein and award the contract 
10 one or more bidders under any circumstances which are deemed 
‘most advantageous to the company. 


Judges fail te resolve Thailand crisis 
‘BANGKOK —Thalland's top judges failed Friday to reach an agreement on 
nulifying this months elections after the king urged them to help out an end 
toa months-long political crisis, an official said. The chief justices of the 
Country top three courts met for less than two hours о discuss the crisis 
that has gripped Thailand. sent tens of thousands into the streets and forced 
Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra to step aside. Speaking on behalf of the 
judges, Charan Pakdithanakul said all they had agreed to do for now was to 
Speed up deliberations on a dozen cases already filed in the three courts 
contesting the faimess of the election process. They had been expected to 
decide on the validity of the elections or clear legal hurdles paving the way 
for parliament to open and form a new government. 


ieu dE 

JOSEPHINE BAKER, U: 

Josephine Baker strikes a pose during her Ziegfeld Follies 
performance of “The Conga” on the Winter Garden Theater stage in 
New York, Feb. 11,1936. An exhibit in St. Louis where she was born 
100 years ago highlights the career of the black entertainer who left a 
segregated US in the "20s to become an international superstar and 
the toast of Paris. 


(84) LUIS 2. LERMA 
Manager , Purchasing Dept. 
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Philippine Amusement & Gaming Corporation 
A global corporation with a global mindset and a Filipino heart 


PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENT 
ON POKER 


The Philippine Amusement and Gaming 


Corporation (PAGCOR) warns the public against 


/ à participating, directly or indirectly, in any Poker 


THE MISSION BEGINS 
MAY 3 
LAM 
EU YOUR TEMES IN ABVANES NOW 


Visit our cinema ticketbooths In 
GLORIETTA 4 * GREENBELT 3 
ALABANG TOWN CENTER * MARKET! MARKET! 
AYALA CENTER CEBU 
Or log on to WWW.SUreseats.com lor web res rvation 


MTRCB Rating: Parental Guidance 13 (PG-131 


OPENS MAY 3 AT ALL 
AYALA MALLS CINEMAS 


ә otl) 


activity that is not conducted within PAGCOR 
casinos. 

The conduct of poker games and its 
derivatives in public places are prohibited under 


Presidential Decree 1602. 


Likewise, the importation of chips and other 
Poker paraphernalia (e.g. chips and game tables), 
which are classified as "gambling outfits,” is 


ENBELT 


prohibited under the Customs and Tariffs Code. 
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IAEA likely to find I 


Report of world nuclear watchdog could unleash sanctions on Tehran 


VIENNA—THE WORLD'S NUCLEAR WATCHDOG 
is likely to confirm in a report to the UN Security 
Council on Friday that Iran has flouted demands 
to stop enriching uranium, a verdict that could un- 
leash moves to hit Tehran with sanctions. 
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Editor Luverne B. Gueco 


riched enough uranium to fuel 
power plants for the first time 
and is researching a machine to 
enrich even faster, adding that its 
nuclear drive was irreversible. 

Tn the last two days before the 
report, Iran has vowed to hit US 
targets worldwide if attacked by 
Washington, which has not ruled 
out war as a last resort to rein in 
Tehran. 

‘And Iran's UN envoy said on 
Thursday Tehran would not heed 
a looming Security Council reso- 


new PM 


“His Majesty (the) King has ap- 
pointed Girija Prasad Koirala as 
the new premier upon recom- 
mendation from the seven agitat- 
ing political parties," a statement 
from the royal palace said. 

The Maoist rebels first rejected 
the king's offer to reconvene par- 
liament after weeks of street 
protests, saying it did not go far 
enough after nearly 15 months of 
his absolute rule. 

Butin a statement early Thurs- 
day, leader Prachanda said the 
rebels would halt offensive oper- 
ations after a bloody 10-year in- 
surgency that has left more than 
12,500 dead. 

“Our party once again declares 
a unilateral ceasefire, effective 
immediately, for three months,” 
said Prachanda. 

‘The rebel army would stop at- 
tacking security services, but 
would remain in “active defense 
position," said a statement from 
the Maoist leader. АЕР Reuters 


lution aimed at corralling its nu- 
clear ambitions because its pro- 
grams posed no threat to interna- 
tional peace and security as 
Western leaders contend. 

^f the Security Councih decides 
to take decisions that are not within 
its competence, then Iran does not 
feel obliged to obey" Iranian Am- 
bassador Javad Zarif told reporters. 

Diplomats anticipated no big 
surprises in the report. 

“ElBaradei obviously will have to 
report that far from suspending en- 


richment, Iran i steaming ahead,” 
said one Western diplomat accredit- 
ed to the Vienna-based IAEA. 
Diplomats said questions persist 
ed over Iranian research on ad- 
vanced "P2" centrifuges, documents 
found that show how to design an 
atomic bomb core, and intelligence 
reports of links between processing, 
of uranium ore, high-explosives tests 
anda missile warhead design. 
Mark Fitzpatrick, nuclear ana- 
lyst at the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies in London, 


said world leaders would look for 
any substantiation in the report 
of Iran's claims to rapid progress 
toward mastering the enrichment. 
process. 

"Answers to such questions will 
beimportant in helping the world 
understand the degree of urgency 
of the crisis and scope for diplo- 
macy. If the IAEA cannot say 
much about Iran's progress, then 
policymakers will rely more on 
worst-case scenarios," Fitzpatrick 
told Reuters. 


International Atomic Energy 
Agency chief Mohamed ElBa- 
radei was also expected to say 
Iran was still stalling IAEA in- 
quiries into its nuclear work, the 
other salient issue cited in a 30- 


day Council deadline for Iranian 
cooperation that expires on Fri- 
day. 

But Iranian defiance has only 
hardened over the last month, 
with Tehran saying it has en- 


Nepal king appoints 


KATMANDU—NEPAIS КМС 
Gyanendra formally named a 
new prime minister on Thursday 
as Maoist rebels began a three- 
month ceasefire that brought 
hope of an end to decades of un- 
restin the Himalayan kingdom. 

"The king appointed 84-year- 
old Girija Prasad Koirala after he 
was picked earlier in the week by 
the seven-party opposition al- 
liance as the man they wanted to 
hold the reins of power when par- 
liament reconvenes on Friday. 

But Koirala was unable to at- 
tend his own swearing-in cere- 
mony on Friday morning because 
of bronchitis, relatives and offi- 
cials said. 

‘The decision to postpone his 
swearing-in means that parlia- 
ment, due to open in the after- 
noon for the first time in four 
years, is unlikely to make any 
substantive decisions. 

Koirala's daughter Sujata said 
her father had bronchitis and was 
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on antibiotics. He had also been 
given oxygen and a saline drip on 
Thursday but bis health was 
gradually improving. 

“He is an old man, he is taking 
rest,” she told Reuters outside his. 
тоот, “The only problem is that it 
was too hectic a schedule and he 
is tired.” 

Political institutions in Nepal were 
mothballed four years ago and King 
Gyanendra seized absolute power 
for himself in February 2005, osten- 
sibly due to the failure of the govem- 
ment to quel the Maoist revolt. 

This ali changed on Monday when 
King Gyanendra agreed ina televised 
address Monday to reinstate palia- 
ment, buckling after 19 days of 
protests on the streets of the capital. 

Не went on to ask the opposi- 
tion to choose a new prime minis- 
ter while crowds flooded the 
streets—claiming a "people's vic- 
tory" in their struggle against the 
Xing—and the capital Katmandu 
began to return to normal. 


PRO-DEMOCRACY activists listen to speeches at a rally called by opposition parties at Ratna Park in 
Katmandu, Nepal, April 27. Tens of thousands of Nepalis gathered in central Katmandu to hear leaders of 
the new government speak a day before parliament was to reconvene, Nepal's communist rebels have 
declared a three-month ceasefire after weeks of bloody protests, At center is the Nepalese flag. » 
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HOPE PBA ALL-STARS 


analeta still 
ing of dunks 


GAMES TODAY (Xavier University Gym) 
5 p.m.—Legends Three-Point Shootout 
6p.m.—North vs South All-Star Game 


By June Navarro 


CAGAYAN DE ORO—KG CANALETA MADE 
it two-in-a-row while the third time's a 
charm for Will Antonio, especially in a con- 
test of shooting threes. 

Canaleta won the title with litle fanfare, 
knocking Red Bulls Cyrus Baguio in the finals of 
the slam dunk competition in the side event ofthe. 
2006 Hope PBA All-Star Weekend at the Xavier 
University gym here. 

‘Baguio, the 2004 slam king, caught the eather 
in mid-air after a bounce but blew the stylish try 
in the process. He got a re-dunk and scored 44. 

But Canaleta already scored a perfect 50 in his 
first attempt оп the way to retaining his tile. 

Antonio's win was a little more dramatic. 


‘The Coca-Cola gunner defeated San Miguel 
sniper Olsen Racela to finally crown himself 
three-point king 

Playing in his third shoot-out contest, Antonio 
nailed the second ball of the final rack to provide 
the clincher against Racela. 

The 6foot3 Antonio has joined the event 
twice before. He was seventh in his rookie year in 
1988 and wound up second behind Boyet Fer- 
nandezin 2002. 

In the other events, Talk 'N Tex's Willie Miller 
beat 2005 winner Topex Robinson in the obstacle 
challenge. Miller made it a double when he 
topped the trick-shot contest. 

Tater in the night, the Sophomores defeated 
the Rookies, 133-123, in the Blitz game. 

Meanwhile, Marc Caguioa will be fined atleast 
P20,000 by the PBA Commissioners Office for 
failing to attend the functions in the All-Star Week 
sponsored by Sunbolt, Air21, Chowking, Mentos, 
‘Accel, Xtreme Magic Sing and Welcoat Paints. 


By Salven L. Lagumbay, Contributor 


FIRST, THE GOOD NEWS. MANNY PACQUIAO WILL 
train in the United States, afterall. 

Now, a better, more exciting information: ABS-CBN is 
giving away general admission tickets worth P2.5 million to 
those who want to watch the July 2 fight between Pacquiao 
and Oscar Larios of Mexico at the Araneta Coliseum. 


Super fight offered free; 
Pacquiao training in US 


Pacquiao had initially expressed his desire to skip training. 
in the US for the Larios fight but yesterday, the Filipino box- 
ing hero decided to drop the plan following a man-to-man 
conference with trainer Freddie Roach, who came all the 
way from California. 

Pacquiao, according to manager Nick Khan, should be in 
Los Angeles on May 13, rerum to the Philippines on June 
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Jewels gun for share of lead vs Titans 


STANDINGS 
R. or Shine 
Montaña 
Toyota Otis 
G. Goose 
Magnolia 
Hapee-PCU 
Harbour 
TeleTech 
‘GAMES TODAY 
(Ом: Sports Conten) 
2pm—TeeTech 
vs Montaña 
4pm.—Grny 
Goose vs Magnolia 


AFTER YIELDING THE SOLO LEAD TO RAIN 
or Shine in the PBL Unity Cup, the Montaña Jew- 
cls will try to recover their winning groove versus 
struggling newcomer TeleTech Titans today at 
the Olivarez Sports Center in Parafiaque City. 

The Jewels will again vie for a piece of the top. 
at 2 p.m. behind the leadership of Alex Compton. 
and Froilan Baguion. 

Granny Goose and Magnolia Ice Cream, 
‘meanwhile, will ту to overcome their surprising- 
Jy erratic performances this conference. Toting 
similar 4-4 cards, both teams will vie for their 
first back-to-back victories at 4 p.m. 

‘Coach Koy Banal remains hopeful that his 
Spinners, last conference's champion, will find 
their winning form. 
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_.. SPORTS 


“Our game has been on and off, so we hope to 
be more consistent said Banal after the Spin- 
ners opened their second-round campaign with a 
74-65 triumph against Harbour Center. 

“We're just waiting for our back-to-back wins, 
that’s our hump that we have to overcome.” 

"The Tortillos are expected to turn to big man 
JR Quifiahan, Kelvin dela Peña and Jett Latonio, 
Who topscored with 16 points in their recent 66- 
54 win over Hapee-PCU. 

“The Jewels, who sport a second-best 6-2 card, 
are coming off a disappointing 86-94 overtime 
loss to Rain or Shine last Tuesday After taking 
control most of the game, the Jewels couldn't 
find their scoring touch in the extra period. 


So suffers first loss 
in Dubai Chess tilt 


FILIPINO FIDE MASTER WESLEY SO FALTERED IN 
the dying minutes and yielded to Armenian Super. 
Grandmaster Gabriel Sargissian Thursday night in the 
fifth round ofthe &th Dubal Open at the Dubai Chess 
and Culture Ciub in Dubai, United Arab Emirates. The 
12-year-old So suffered his first loss after 61 moves of 
a Nimzo indian Defense but stayed in contention with 
35 points and four more rounds to go. Sargissian now. 
has 45 points and shares the lead with No. 2 GM Dar- 
men Sadvekasov, GM Evgenij Miroshrichenko and 


Korea’s Kim 
pockets Asian 
9-Ball crown 


By Musong R. Castillo 


SOUTH KOREAS KIM GA-YOUNG CAPTURED THE ENERVA ASIAN LADIES 9-BALL 
Championship in runaway fashion with an 11-4 mastery of Taiwan's Као Shu-pin for 


the $10,000 top prize yesterday. 


There were 14 entries from Chinese- 
‘Taipei, with three entering the semifinals, 
but the two-time defending world cham- 
pion Kim averted an all-Taiwanese final 
by dumping Lin Yuan-chun, 9-5, before 
springing the final ambush. 

Iris Rafiola, the last Filipina standing, 
took a 9-6 beating at the hands of Kao, 
who went all the way to the champi- 
onship match of the $30,000 event 
among players from nine Asian coun- 
tries 

Rafiola fought hard but saw her efforts 
fall short as the Taiwanese advanced to 
the semifinals, thereby relegating the Fil- 
ipino to an eighth-place finish. 

After that victory over Rafiola, Kao 
then nipped compatriot Lin Pei-chun in 
the semifinals, 9-8, for a seat in the title 


Chase for semis berths on 
CARLO REMO OF KASON AND JOHN MAGANIS 
of Fairview Smashers clash for the first semifinal 
‘slot in the JVC Open Juniors Badminton Champi- 
onships as action in the 10-under division re- 
sumes today at SM Marilao. Three Centro Atletico 
Баз also open their semifinal bids with Renz 
Monterubio taking on Gio Angsico of RAO Cock, 
Avi Morada clashing with Kenneth Joven of 
Precision; and Vincent Manuel coliing with Gio 
Pinpin of Golden Shuttle. Poveda's Cassandra 
Lim eyes the first semifinal berth in the giris side 
against ingrid Obinial of Malolos Shutters. An- 
‘ther match pits Patrice Israel of Sportszone 
against Abbygale Evangelista of БАМ Badminton. 


Binangonan Balbina wins 
BINANGONAN BALBINA OF ITO YNARES BEST- 
ed its five opponents Tuesday night to emerge so- 
lo champion in the National Cockers Association's 
find 5-cock derby for Aprii at the newly renovated 
Roligon Mega Cockpit in Parafiaque City. Lucky 
Rin Firefly Binangonan | of Ric de Guzman and 
‘Rene Medina missed the championship by half a 
point when it tied with Jade Resort Juliane of 
Manny and Аптап Santos in thelr first encounter. 
In third spot wth 4 points each were Lucky Rin 
rely Binangonan, also of the De Guzman-Medi- 
ra tandem; iggy Arroyo's Red Creek I and Ron- 
nie Punos Wid Wing Sundance. 


Makati 6-cock derby up 
THE SUMMER SALPUKAN 6-COCK DERBY, 
which has attracted more than 300 entries so far, 
resumes today with BO encounters at the Makati 
Coliseum. Sponsor is B-Meg Derby Ace. Today's 
3-cock second round eliminations start at 5 p.m. 
Promoters Lito Orla, Rudy Salud and Wiliam 
Co announced that cockers and breeders may stil 
join on May 2, 4 and 6. The finals biast off on May 
11 and 13. "Everyone shouid pass the elimination 
round and по straight si cocks wil be alowed on 
any day," Orllza said. For inquiries, call Joan or 
Stephanie at 896-3545 or 898-6475. 


Super Big Event today 

THE BATTLE OF COCKFIGHT BIG SHOTS GETS 
going today in tha Super Big Event 7-cock derby 
atthe San Juan Coliseum. More than 80 first 
fights are пей up beginning at 5 p.m. The derby, 
with an entry fa of P550,000, is sponsored by 
Sagupaan Complexor 3000. Patrick Amonio, one 
‘of the derby organizers, will team up with boxing 
idol Manny Pacquiao and battle the likes of Gov. 
Chavit Singson, Robert Uy and Dori Du of Davao, 
Wakee Salud of Cebu, Bebot Roxas of Tarlac and 
Emer and Dodong Содйа of Ormoc- 


Tukaan at Roligon today 
THE BLOCKBUSTER TUKAAN 5-COCK DERBY 
sizes at 2 pm. today at the Rolgon Mega Cockpit 
with 125 matches on tap. Event at stake inthe der- 
by sponsored by акро Drug Inc. and Thunder- 
bird Enertone ts P2 milon for an entry fes ot 
P8,800. A Toyota Innova awaits the fastest winner. 
Host Rolly Ligon sad мю more days ot 2-cock 
eliminations are scheduled on May 2 nd 4. Quali 
fiers wil dispute the championship on May 6. For 
Inquiries, call 851-2275, 833-1638 or 852-9612. 


Basas, failing to make it past qualifying. 


match witnessed by a good-sized crowd 
at the fountain area of the Robinson's 
Galleria. Kao won $5,000. 

Playing for father Emilio who is bat- 
ling stage-four throat cancer back in 
Zamboanga, Rafiola won $1,500 (about 
P78,000) and steadily improved on her 
performance after finishing 32nd in the 
World Pool championship and 24th in the 
Japan Open last year. 

It was the best finish by a local bet in 
the event, after ace Rubilen Amit fell 
‘Thursday afternoon to Japanese Akimi 
Kajitani, 7-9. 

The event was the biggest pool tourna- 
ment for women held in the country and 
a total of eight Filipinos actually compet- 
ed, with six, including RP No. 2 Mary Ann 


REIGNING CHAMPION OZAMIZ EXTENDED 
its winning streak to four by spanking Valen- 
da, while Bacchus/Harbour Centre Manila 
nipped Forward Taguig to move on top Thurs- 
day in the Guerrero Brandy-NBC national bas- 
ketball tourney in separate venues. 

Boyet Guerrero sparkled with 22 points as 
Mayor Reynaldo Parojinogs Ozamiz cagers 
toppled Mayor Jose баало Jr's Valencia 
Golden Harvest, 99-88, in Valencia City toim- 
prove its Southem division record to 40. 

‘Over at the CP Tinga gym in Taguig City, 
the Manilans came from behind to subdue 
Mayor Freddie Tinga's Taguig squad, 71-68, 
and wrest the Northern division lead at 4-2. 

Ozamiz remained the only unbeaten team 
inthe tourney sponsored by Panasonic, Sulpi- 
cio Lines, Natures Spring Mineral Water, 


Dumandan 


GM Giorgi Kacheishvil. 


М 


NM Marion Bernadino 


STANDINGS 
North Division 
Bacchus/Harbour 
Batang Tagaytay 
Forward Taguig 
Spring-P'faque 
Pangasinan 
Lagunz-S. Rosa 


STANDINGS 
‘South Division 
Ozamiz 

North Cotabato 
Migan 
Pagadian 
Valencia 

lolo Warriors 


topples 


Bayron via playoff 


BAGUIO—MARvin 
Dumandan rallied from. 
three strokes down, 
then bested Jay Bayron 
оп the third playoff hole 
to snatch the crown in 
the first leg of the Sam- 
sung Amateur Golf Tour 
at the Baguio Country 
Club course yesterday. 

Dumandan, who 
matched par 61 to force 
the sudden death, birdied No. 8, the 
third playoff hole, to claim his sec- (66) ti 
ond straight tide after ruling the То 
DHLWWW Express toumament 
Jast month. 

Dumandan flashed his resiliency 
as he crawled from five shots down 
after a 64 in the first round by shoot- 
inga 60 and two 61s fora 246. 


DUMANDAN 


as he 


Bayron, the 
ovemight leader by 
three shots, struggled to 
264 (246) 

Femando Aunzo shot 
a 62 while Michael 
Bibat fired a 60 to share 
third at 248, while Dave 
Hemandez (62) and 
Mark Femando (60) fin- 
ished in joint with 251s. 
Paul Echaver (67), 


Joseph Labajo (66) and Jun Bemis 


ied for seventh with 254s. 
sie de Jesus carded a 71-139, 


then nipped Rev Kang (65-139) ina 

playoff to top Class A. Ric Madayag 

‘and Cris Palanca tied for third. 
Oscar Arenas shot a 74 for a 144 


posted a three-shot win over 


Raul Zamora (74-147) in Class B. 


ament known as posterior fossa tumor, а swelling of the brain. Story on A25. эконо 


Г sewswe | Ozamiz five makes it 4 straight 


Spring Cooking Oll, Regent Foods, Firefly 
Lightings, Molten and Prime Channel. 

The sores: 

OZAMIZ $8—Gosrero 22, Вәл 19, Beso 16, 
Sampo 12, Шахс 8, Cavan 6, Langa 5, Cabs 5, 
Yabut 2 Doina O. Cayln 0, Abra 0, Lapera0 

VALENCIA 88 Cz 14, Cab 13, Beami 12, Cum- 
rings 10, Braga 9, Ce 9, Navales 8, Озин 4, Cesar 2, Ta- 
dios 2, Adams 2, Arquero 0. Dumapig O. 

Quarters 23-22, 5350, 7573, 99-88 


BACCHUSHARBOUR T1—errbrere 15, Buenafe 12, 
ay Cues 11, Phas 11, Эа. Cruz 9, Coyulang 7, Ple 
3, Mastang 2, Hann 1, Retaga 0, Jun Curva 0. 

TAGUIG 68—Gragasn 12, Legaspi 11, Patrimonio 8, 
Constantino 8, Castro 8, Перон 7, Abad 7, Duly 5, 
Magsambol 2, Lapi O, Lustestica 0. 

Quarters 12323347525], 71-68 


Bad Boy & Co. rip 
San Mig All-Stars 


By Calvin Cordova, Cebu Daily News 


MANDAUE CITY—THE STARS OF YEARS PAST. 
needed a lot of help from the future as the NBA 
Legends ripped apart the San Miguel Corp. All 
Stars, 124.94, Thursday at the Mandaue City 
Cultural and Sports Complex. 

In what was supposed to be a showdown be- 
tween old-timers, the American selection leaned 
оп the young guns of фе NBAs developmental 
league (NBDL) after falling behind early to the 
Allan Caidic-led SMC allstars, 10-20. 

The crowd got what they wanted, though, 
from 6-foot-8 rebounding demon Dennis 
Rodman, who hauled down 18 boards. 

The scores: 

NBA LEGENDS 124—Famotimi 33 Allen 25, Wilkerson 
18, Reid 13, English 11, Boddicker 10, Rodman 5, 
Dawkins 5, Murphy 4 

‘SMC ALL-STARS S4—Agustin 17, Caidic 17, Hizon 14, 
Espinosa 7, Martin 6, Bolado 6, Pacheco 6, Май 5, 
Jose 4, Sta. Maria 4, Jarencio 3, Corder 2, Loyzaga 2. 

Quarters: 30-28, 67-51, 95:74, 124-94 
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Can Rodman 
save NBA tour? 


AFTER GREAT EX- Qa 
pecations, Amei- IN HUDDLE 
can promoter Mario 

‘Whitmire should + 

‘brace for the worst ~ 


the project would Beth Celis 
ensurea rich box of —— —— 
fice, not to mention a successful marketing 
of the television coverage. He signed up a 
handful of former NBA stars giving each of 
them a downpayment of $10,000. The bal- 
ance of $5,000 was to be paid later. 

‘The other day, a friend who wanted to 
watch “The Bad Boy Tour” called the 
Araneta Coliseum to inquire about ticket 
prices. The lady at the other end of the 
line said patron tickets cost P5,000-plus 
each and general admission seats P300, 
binoculars not included. 

Wow! Only about a week ago, he had 
called the same number for an initial in- 
quiry. At that time, patron tickets were 
pegged at P15,000 apiece and the 
bleachers seats at P800 each. 

For Mario, the project was now turn- 

ing into a nightmare. As of last Wednes- 
day, only a minute fraction of the tickers 
was sold, and the television sponsorship 
did not measure up even to half of what 
was expected. 
Looking gravely harassed, Mario was 
now turning paranoid. He has started 
blaming everybody, except himself, for 
the impending fiasco. Filipino volunteers 
he had been dealing with reported that 
his group had been so difficult to deal 
with, 

They were talking to so many people 
at the same time for overlapping jobs and 
deals and these led to confusion. 

‘Atthe end of the day, the chaos took its 
toll. Or maybe the market, despite Rod- 
man, just wasn't too interested in watch- 
ing a group ofhas-beens play for so much 
money You will probably know what I'm 
talking about on Monday, Labor Day, also 
the day Rodman and company will dis- 
play their wares at the Big Dome. 

"The Manny Pacquiao vs Oscar Larios 
“Mano a Mano” presscon was scheduled 11 
am, yesterday at Studio 9 of ABS-CBN in 
Quezon City 

With the venue just a stone's throw away 
fom my residence, 1 almost made it on 
time, give or take a few minutes. As in the 
pest, I headed straight for the parking area 
inside the network to avail of valet service. 

The security guard immediately ap- 
proached me, explaning in a low voice that 
there had been a restructuring of valet rates. 
1 asked him for the new rate, but he 
wouldn't tell me. I even kidded him that 
they must have upped the old P40 to P100 
that’s why he was too shy to talk. 

The valet attendant finally broke the 
news: "We are now charging P150 for the 
first hour and P100 for every succeeding 
hour" he said. 

Two hundred and fifty pesos for what es- 
timated to be a two-hour presscon. It would 
be the most I would ever pay for parking in 
my whole life. But when I thought of the 
scorching heat outside, I decided to let go of 
my P250, which could be P350 if I was even. 
justa second late in retrieving my car. heard 
somebody say that only two cars had availed 
of valet service that day. 

Ieraned my neck to take a peek inside the 
studio buta guard blocked my view. 

“No peeking until 1 p.m," he said. 

The invitation said 11 a.m. but showtime 
wasn't until 1 pm. I thought of the valet me- 
ter ticking. 

Inspite of the enormous parking fee 1 
would incur, I wanted to stay even for justa 
few minutes to see a portion of the show, 
but had a deadline to beat. 

То lessen my anxiety, Peter Musngi, old 
friend Diana Sayson and Ms Maloli Es- 
pinosa offered to give me a parking pass for 
my valet service. 

"The attendant only charged me P50 for 
valet fee. I missed the actual presscon, 
though, which they said was over by 2 p.m. 


Clark drag race today 


ANOTHER ROUND OF QUARTERMILE DRAG RACE 
‘Championship Seres wil take place today at the Omni 
Aviation inside Clark Ecozone in Pampanga. Round 2 
"winners John Rizya Garage Power (Quick В), Christian 
Ramirez —Team Cabspeed (PRO cass), TJ Pangil- 
пал—Тгат Cabspeed (Sportsman and Antares Fran- 
со (Hotstree) are expected to jon. The event is or- 
‘ganized by Roadwise Motoring Foundation. For in- 
quires, сай or text Liza at 0916-3121050. 


Super fight offered free; Pacquiao training in US 


From page A25 
14, and train for two weeks in Baguio City. 

“When we made this fight we received 
angry phone calls from three sources— 
HBO, which lost the chance to ABS, and 
Wynn Hotel and MGM Grand, which lost 
the opportunity to Manila, said Khan. 

At the same press conference, Larios 
‘maintained that he's extremely confident he 
‘could beat Pacquiao, considered by experts 
as the world’s most exciting fighter today. 

“I wanna be in superb condition and 


throw machine-gun punches,” announced 
Larios. "My record speaks for itself. Im. 
gonna do it and thats it. And that’s why I 
will beat him." 

Larios’ agent, Rafael Mendoza, shared 
the same observation, saying that his ward. 
is benter than both Erik Morales and Marco 
‘Antonio Barrera. 

“I believe Larios is better than Morales 
and Barrera, that’s why he can beat Pac- 
‘quiao,” said Mendoza, "I believe he has the 
stamina and guts to face Pacquiao, Those 


are the things that Morales and Barrera 
didn't have." 

After criticisms about prohibitive ticker. 
prices, Pacquiao announced yesterday that 
all general admission tickets for the July 2 
fight atthe Araneta Coliseum will be given 
ош free. 

Pacquiao said he has conferred with 
ABS-CBN top honcho, Mr. Gabby Lopez, 
and it was agreed that general admission 
tickets, worth P2.5 million, will be given 
free to the fans. 


Pacquiao did not explain the mechanics 
оп how to avail of the free tickets. He said 
ABS-CBN will take care of the sensitive 
matter. 

Pressed on his physical conditioning, 
Pacquiao vowed to be in peak form for Lar- 
ios, adding he's now about 140 Ibs, 10 Ibs 
over the contract weight of the bout. 

Pacquiao said shedding excess 
poundage was the least of his problems as 
all his time and energy will be focused on 
training to be at his best. 
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With ailing 
mom in tow, 
a young girl 
gets ber sbot 


REUNION, FLORIDA—KELLY JO DOWD 
didn't know whether to laugh or ery, so 
she did a little of both. With one swing 
of her 13-year-old daughter's driver, а 
mother’s dream came true. 

Dakoda Dowd opened play on Thursday 
witha birdie in the US LPGAS Ginn Open, 
doing so while her terminally ill mother 
looked on, surrounded by friends and fami- 
Jy Wearing a pink shirt and black skirt, ће 
teen teed off and her first ball sailed down 
the left-center of ће fairway. She finished 
the day with a 2-over 74. 

Thatwasnine 
shots off the lead 
held by Christie Kerr 
at 65, a shot better 
than Fil-Am Dorothy 
Delasin, who fired a 
75, and three shots 
ahead of the Philip- 
pines Jennifer Ros- 
ales, who opened 
witha 77. 

Kelly Jo Dowd is 
fighting cancer for 
the second time in 

four years. She was given a clean bill of 
health after doctors believed she beat breast 
cancer but she leamed last year that she has 
terminal bone and liver canicer—and, con- 
ceivably, only months to live. 

“This is one of the best weeks of my life,” 
Kelly Jo said on Thursday. 

‘When Ginn officials leamed Kelly Jo's 
wish was to see her daughter, who has won 
dozens of amateur tournaments, play 
against the LPGAs best, they made it possi- 
ble with an exemption into the field. 

Dakoda received a sponsors exemption 
to play in the event near Orlando. She start- 
ed on the $32-yard, par-5 10th hole. 

‘She chewed on her right thumbnail fora 
few minutes before teeing off, then hugged 
her mother and leaned her head back in re- 
lief that the wait was, at long last, over. 

“Tm excited,” Dakoda said after walking 
off the practice green and signing a few au- 
tographs. "This hasall been great.” 

Even with the likes of Annika Sorenstam, 
Lorena Ochoa, Natalie Gulbis, Paula Cream- 
erand Morgan Pressel—some of the game's 
‘most popular players—in the field, some 
simply came to see Dowd. 

"1 don't know how she does i,” Creamer 
said. "Thats pretty remarkable.” 

Pressel understands that, on a number of 
levels. Not only does she know what slike 
tobe the kid among golf grown-ups but 
Pressel ost her moher to breasceancerin | 
September 2003. AP 
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Spring pockets No. 6 


DEFENDING CHAMPION SPRING COOKING OIL BESTED 
UP-Mihty ier Kings, 77-66, and кер! ts unbeaten 
recordin tha 2006 PICAA Open basketball tournament 
“Thursday right tte EAC gym in Mania. It vas te sith 
Straight win of nora shooter Nathaniel "ac" Palos 
Cooking Oi Masters. Led by veterans Masio Royes and 
Marin Yambao, Spring used a 28-12 run between the 
‘second and third quarters to pul away foc good, 44-30. 
Homers Cager shocked Kings Bakeshop, 78-77 nthe 
‘other game ofthe toumey supported by Marta Vica May- 
‘or Danny Lacuna, Тот Сай Depan) and Crice Light- 
Ings. Marion Yambao, Buboy Rodriguez and Noel Salazar 
‘combined for 43 ports for Homers. Kings Steve Малої 
had a chance to send te game into overtime when he was 
fouled whi taking a рогі shot. But ho muled ona of his 
three tres to alow Homers to eel to 3-3, 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER . 
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The other O'Neal shines 


Jermaine powers Pacers; Bulls shackle Shaq, Heat 


INDIANAPOLIS—JERMAINE 
O'Neal stayed out of foul 
trouble and the Indiana 
Pacers stayed ahead 

of the New Jersey 


Nets 


in their Eastern 


Conference quarter- 
final with a well-de- 


served 


107-95 


win on Thursday. 
Following the victory the. 
sixth seeded Pacers lead 
the best-of seven series 2-1 
with a chance to take com- 


N 
J Ay 


THEINDIANA Pacers’ troika of Jermaine 
O'Neal (left), Anthony Johnson (second from 
right) and Scot Pollard make life diffi-cult for 
New Jersey center Nenad Krstic, who gets 
{oiled on his way to the hoop. O'Neal, earlier 
fined for comments against officiating, putin 
a dominant performance as the Pacers took a 
2-1 series lead in the playoffs. ” 


plete control with a 
Game Four triumph at 
home on Saturday. 

In other games, the 
Chicago Bulls upset 
second-seeded Miami, 


109.90, to trim the Heat's series lead to 2-1, 
while the Denver Nuggets stopped the Los Ange- 
les Clippers, 94-87, to also getto 2-1. 

‘Avoiding the foul trouble that stifled him 
through much of the opening two games of the 
series, O'Neal broke loose to equal a playoffs ca- 
reer-high 37 points, while pulling down 15 re- 
bounds and blocking four shots. 

Tn Games One and Two, O'Neal scored 15 and 
12 points respectively and played a total of 32 
minutes combined. 

Frustrated by the close attention he was re- 
ceiving, O'Neal voiced his unhappiness in the of- 
ficiating earlier on Thursday and was immedi- 
ately fined $15,000 by the league. 

‘A few hours later an inspired O'Neal shrugged 
off the unwanted dent to his bank balance by 
making his first six shots. 

Despite 19 points from O'Neal, the Pacers en- 
tered halftime trailing, 55-51, but continued to 
assert themselves in the second half and slowiy 
took control, 78-70, going into the final quarter. 

1n Chicago, the Bulls used a smothering de- 
fense to hold Shaquille O'Neal to just eight points 


MEA: 


while Ben Gordon hit for 24 to prevent the home 
team from falling into а3-0 hole. 

“The Bulls will have a chance to even the series 
when they host Game Four on Sunday. 

“We did what we had to do," Bulls coach Scott 
Skiles said. “We had to win this дате, We played 
better, but they didn't play like they played in Mi- 
ami, We know the odds, 95 percent of the time 
the team that is up 2-0 wins the series.” 

After averaging over 24 points in the opening 
two games of the series, O'Neal endured one of 
the most dismal playoff performances of his ca- 
reer, hitting just one basket through the first 
three quarters. 

Tn Denver, Carmelo Anthony scored а game- 
high 24 points as the Nuggets beat the Los Angeles 
Clippersto eam a shot at leveling their best-of sev- 
en series when they host Game Four on Saturday. 

"The Nuggets played the game without Kenyon 
Martin, who was suspended for conduct detri- 
mental to the team, but the return home provid- 
ed Denver with enough lift forthe win, Reuters 

NBA on SOLAR SPORTS—Olseland vs Washington (B 
‘amine; 7 pm rela 


Protest mars Nadal win 


BARCELONA—TOP SEED RAFAEL NADAL 
shrugged off an interruption from a female 
spectator, who handcuffed herself to the net 
post, to reach the quarterfinals of the 
Barcelona Open on Thursday. 

While third seed Guillermo Coria double- 
faulted his way out of the tournament and 
2002 French Open champion Albert Costa 
bowed out of professional tennis, Nadal ex- 


qualifier Ivan Navarro Pastor. 

Nadal was more bothered by the intruder 
than his opponent. 

‘The young girl, wearing a white maskanda 
Tshirt campaigning for Catalan indepen- 
dence, ran on to the court and handcuffed 
herself to the net post when Nadal was lead- 
ing, 64, 4-0. 

After a brief delay, the girl was led away 


tended his wi 


ing streak on clay to 44 
matches with a 6-4, 6-2 win over Spanish 


and Nadal eased to victory and a quarterfinal 
against Finn Jarkko Nieminen. 


Reuters. 
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Government Warning: 


to refuse entry to those without IDs as proof of age. 


Cigarette smoking is dangerous to your health. 
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ofthe country's best establishments; 


Astoria Plaza 
151 Escriva Driv, Ortigas Business Dist, 
Siz Ciy 1600 


City Garden Hotel-Makati 
Makat Ave. cor Kalayaan St, Makati Ciy 
"tn ore G2 09 MIS. 
Emal makatsctypedenhoras com. 


"m 
Ser ome tet 
City Travel Hotel 
а See Сы 
ты (004) A48 0456 Fan (OPAJ 45-0457 
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Diamond Hotel Philippines 
Cor: De], Quero St Roxas td. 
Ча. бы XD Fox S26 255 


елы 
Edsa Shangri-la Manila 
1 ard e Of gs Cener, Manta 
LAS] 
зенаат 


ope 


Executive Plaza Hotel 
MOS Abin St, Malate; Manda 
T 523-1000 5154979 
Erat: saes @eseeweveplazahotelcom 
Wrewexecstvaplaz ous com 


reat 


Golden Pine Hotel and Restaurant 
tesectonof Carina S and Legarda 
Res Baguio С 
та. (07414443970 to T1F40-8975) 
Pax (074) 446-0704 
mal gaiderpnehone@skyinot net 


отш vi. 
Hotel Veniz 
No. I Abarao St. Bagio Ciy 
EXT PI 
Fin (614) 446-0704 
ai Eher Grece 
"rev hotalven сот 


Ee 
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Las Palmas Hotel Manila 
IGISA Mabi St, Pilate ana 
ты (63521-1000 Fan (632) 523-8917 
‘weraspamashoraiomph 


æ 


Mandarin Oriental Manila 
Paseo de Roxas cor; Makau Ave. Makati Cy 
кз 


e 


Renaissance Makati Ску Hotel 
атау 
Ө? 


Palm Plaza Hotel 
Pedro Gl correr М, Acro Ss. Manila 
"C Уй Fx isa 
we simpazahoal com 


Pearl Farm Beach Resort 
Koputan and Garden Cy o Samal 
"ie (0921221531073 
Manila: (2 750-1896 Fax (082) 221-3979 


somerser 
Somerset Salcedo, Makati 
Hor dea Costa Se, eor Lites Se, 
cea vpn. 1227 Maian Cry 
"а. 000 eL68 Fax вве 
SOMERSET 


Somerset Millennium, Makati 
Моа ате. Cee Wage, 1229 


save 
D A 


SOMERSET 
Somerset Olympia, Макай 
не 7912 Maka Ave, 1230 se Cy 
Тачо 0 авад 


Digo Manta 
loni Beige, Northgate 
dates eda 
(632) 77 йу (600 771-8202 
ирнен com gh 


The Regent Hotel 


Eas, Angle St, Кар О 
лыве ВАВ 1722525 


Camp John Hay Manor 
anri Rond, Batulo C 
Er 


292 


1224 


City Garden Suites 
прв Matin Se Eri Fanila 
пазена Fax 524-4044 

Emalctyresenntarsurygardennerl com 


Aretan Ave. cor Earn Se, Malate, Manila 
"I6 02 400-3999 ож 


Aria Center 1223 Malati Ciy PH 
расои 
ратама dus com. 


учен Golf Cub Resort. inc. 

Tres, Nasugbu, Bat 

кри M 
"нк ЭЛИЗ 

Mantia Sales Oca 133 8227739955 


чш 


Garden Plaza Hotel & Suites 
ТОЗО Belen St. Paco, Manila 
Tat (692) 522-4835 tox (631) 522-4840 


Grand Regal Hotel Davao 
Flour роне 
a) 35-6866 / GEN 2 


© 


INTERCONTINENTAL 
Intercontinental Manita 
Taya Avenue, Макы Cy 
КШ 
d 


P 
3 ELS 
Er E 


mania 
PAVILON 


Manila Pavilion Hote! 
UN Avenue, Ermita, Mania 1000 
TeL (32) 526- i212 ax (6323262552 
Syn mandapavlion com ph. 


22 


Oakwood Premier Ayala Center 
tin Par lores yaa Comer 
Macr Со, Mero Panis 
7416321729 8085 loc. 8101 (ел) 
"718.0000 ecrua@ossovood сотр 


Royal Mandaya Hotel 
F Pama Gist Beno Ciy, 
Tel (edi) 225 0008/Fan (082) 225-1888 


А 
su су Hn 
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саа 


~ SUMMER ILACE EUR 
Summer Piace Hotel 
Kin, 208 Marcos Нуна, Baguio Cay 
Ты (014) 446 0900, £i 340001 
mew Summer pacbapi com. 


Ao, 


Taai Vista Hotel 
Managed by Fuego Hotels & Properties 
Ki guido На, Tear Cty 
па вааз (5346) 415-1600 
ааба com. 


CH Racra з. Deae Cr 
ты (082) Eonar (053) 250111 
rmrmarcopolchetes com 


yéxectront Hotei Lahug 

Vias Оте, аар Cabu iy 

ce (6332) D2- cir (633212326880 
наканад саа ne 


Waterfront Hotel Mactan 

Airport Road, tapu Lap Ciy 6015 
жб 0 Aena (632) 4 
аноде ne 


THERE IS NOTHING LIKE SPENDING HOT 
summer days experiencing the signature com- 
fort and stylish art of living that is distinctly Som- 
єє. 

This April, Somerset is delighted to present its 
Somerset Summer Promotion. With three prop- 
erties in Makati to choose from, guests of Somer- 
set Millennium, Somerset Olympia and Somer- 


DAILY INQUIRER 


› 20 
МА Ф; 


set Salcedo Makati may enjoy special discounted 
rates on their choice of serviced residence rang- 
ing from Studio to Two Bedroom units. With 
their stylish and contemporary units, premier 
leisure facilities and international standard of 
service, guests wil surely enjoy a delightful sum- 
mer break from the city buzz. 

For more information and reservations on the 


SATURDAY, APRIL 29, 2006 
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Somerset Summer Promotion, contact their Cen- 
tral Sales Office at (63-2) 888 0531 or email at 
enquirymanila@the-ascott.com. 

Somerset Serviced Residences, Philippines isa 
member of The Ascott Group -a leading intema- 
tional serviced residence company with over 
15,000 serviced residences spanning 40 cities 
across 17 counties. 


Tin Mau presents old style 
Cantonese сыи 


THE TIN HAU MASTER CHEFS OF. MAN- 
darin Oriental, Manila will delight Chinese 
food lovers and gourmands with the enticing 
‘cuisine of Old Style Cantonese on May 1 to 14. 
Experience the fresb, natural flavours of 
Old Style Cantonese cooking which is a high- 
light of this Chinese regional cuisine, and is 
regarded as the best-known style of Chinese 
cooking worldwide. Ingredients purchased 
and prepared on the same day will be cooked 
just before serving and will be presented in a 
sumptuous а la carte menu, which will be 
available daily for lunch and dinner. 
Cantonese cuisine originates from the re- 
gion around Canton (Guangzhou) in south- 
ета China's Guangdong province and is well 
liked for employing cooking methods that en- 
i hance the ingredients’ natural flavours. The 
freshest of ingredients are usually combined 
with the intense flavour of preserved, aged 
and dried ingredients for contrast in taste and 


texture, The use of very mild and sim- 
ple spices are used to enhance taste. 
Hot spices like chili are rarely used. 
Dishes are most often considered 
bland, as compared to the usually 
thicker, richer, and darker sauces of oth- 
er Chinese cuisine. 

Some of the Cantonese dishes that will ex- 
alt food lovers include: Braised abalone with 
sea cucumber, duck feet and green vegeta- 
bles; Oven-baked eel fillet with honey sauce; 
Sürfied Mian Xian with slipper lobster; 
Charcoal-roasted honey pork coin with 
sesame seed; Braised bird's nest topped with 
bamboo pith stuffed with shrimp mousse; 
Braised fish lips, dried scallops and mush- 
room soup topped with quail egg; Imperial 
chicken; Baked pork spareribs with ferment- 
ей bean curd; Assorted mushrooms wrapped 
in cabbage with dried scallop sauce; and, 
Double boiled sweetened papaya with white 


р 
fungus and red date soup. 

In addition, five new enticing set menus 
consisting of a minimum of six courses for a 
minimum of two to ten persons - Jasmine, Lo- 
tus, Emperor, Phoenix, and Mandarin, offer 
discerning palates an alternative option to 
the buffet lunch and dinner, which are avail- 
able daily and range from P938+++ to 
Р1,668+ ++ per person. 

For enquiries and reservations, call Tin 
Hau at 750 8888 extension 2422/2424. 


PALATO FINO WHICH TRANSLATES ТО ‘FINE PALATE, OPENED FOUR 

1 and half months ago. Behind the restaurant are two responsible passionate 

Í people: for the ВОН (back of е house), the restaurant has a German chef. 

| who lived in Pasadena California for 10 years and was actually doing a hire- È 
‘e-chef concept in private parties; for the РОН (front of the house), the опе 
responsible would be Cristina Metelmann, whose job is to host and create a 

i friendly ambience to complete your dining experience. The restaurant's tar) 
get market are initially the A+B crowd and expatriates. It has a lot of regu- `] 

} из mainly expats and walk-ins that became regulars too like bankers and 

` office people. Palato Find’ specialis pasta. A crowd favorite is Penne Pancetta; 
an Italian preparation pasta with panceta sauce. They have a selection of splendid 
salads and a very good seafood dish and Andalucian Spiced Pork (a must have on 
the table) o go with the salad. It сап comfortably accommodate 38 people inside. 
and 12 people ouside, in the veranda. Palat Fino accepts private functions like 
Conferences, weddings, private parties, and can Бе flexible to coordinate the theme 

{ ofthe рапу to the food to be served. Iis located at 150 Jupiter Street Comer Sat- 


The longest buffet 
in Davao City 


EVER HAD DIFFICULTIES PRO- 
nouncing names of some interna- 
tional cuisine? Kasekuchen Mit 
Murbteig? Some would say that 
ifs such a long and complicated 
name simply just for a German 
cheese tart. Bauerruch, Khao 
Niaow Ma Muang, Saint-Honore 


and most delectable dishes and 
succulent desserts from Europe, 
Asia, the Middle East, and other 
continents all in one sitting. 
Learning and pronouncing for- 
eign cuisine will never be as dif- 
ficult as before once you get to 
taste them, 


B рестдирлит WORTH 
THE TRAVEL 


learning and loving 
these names only at 
the longest buffet in 
Davao City: Acquaint 
your stomach with 
the different flavors 
of the world as The 
Marco Polo, Davao in- 
troduces "Around the 
World at Café Mar- 
co.” Excite your ap- 
petite with an endless 
array of world's finest 


Torte, etc... Some cuisines even 

sound as foreign to your palates 

astheir names are to you. 
Experience the easy way of 


For inquiries and reservations, 
please contact (082) 221-0888 
local 7222 or 7223. Promo runs 
from April 12 to May 30. 


Waterfront's summer afternoon delight 


WATERFRONT CEBU CITY HOTEL & CASINO 
(WCCHC) invites you to indulge in the season's 
hottest refresher: the all Filipino, all-time favorite 
halo-halo. This indulgence is now available in an 
inimitable Halo-Halo Station propped up at the 
Lobby Lounge of Waterfront Cebu City Hotel & 
Casino for the whole summer month of April For 
only P210, one gets to concoct and ize his 
very own glass of halo-halo from a spread of col- 
о ingredients. Yes, including the velvety dollop 
that finishes it office cream. 

“Though one is free to throw in a myriad of deli- 
cious ingredients in a tall halo-halo glass, here are 
the more popular and basic halo-halo elements: 
Shredded melon, macapuno, scooped star apple 
and cubed mango make the halo-halo a more ex- 


otic fare due to their seasonal availability; Beans 
such as black monggo and sweet garbanzos are 
added to the mix, squeezing in with broiled root 
crops such as diced or crushed camote and/or 
gabi; Colored gelatin (in bright green, red and yel- 
Їон) made from agar-agar is reminiscent of color- 
ful festas; to further sweeten the halo-halo, kaong 
and sago in syrup are used; saba bananas and 
jackfruit (апка) that are mollified in syrup can 
be used as flavor enhancers. Traditionally a band- 
ful of ice entombs the ingredients, making halo- 
halo-eating a somewhat challenging yet fulfilling 
endeavor! About an inch of evaporated milk set- 
без into your long glass. To crown the almost- 
ready concoction, roasted pinipig and ube, leche 
flan or com В placed atop the crushed ice. Nowa- 


days, a scoop of ube ice cream gives us a more 
sumptuous alternative. With all these ingredients 
in place, the halo-halo is complete, inviting, ready 
tobe feasted on, 

Grace your taste buds this summer, indulge in. 
the perfect afternoon delight: create your own ha- 
lochalo dream at the Lobby Lounge of Waterfront 
Cebu City Hotel & Casino, Available for the whole 
month of April, from 1 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

Waterfront Cebu City Hotel & Casino is located 
at Salinas Drive, Lahug Cebu City Philippines. For. 
inquiries and reservations, contact (032) 232- 
6888; Conventions: Local 8044; Food and Bever- 
age: 8200; 8201; Front Office: 8133. Manila Sales 
and Reservations Office at (02) 687-0888, Visit 
the website at wwwowaterfronthotel.net, 
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“The Sentinel” 

D: Clark Johnson. 

5: Michael Douglas, 
Kiefer Sutherland, Kim 
Basinger 


SECRET SERVICE AGENT 
Pete Garrison (Michael 
Douglas) is in a tight fix. 
When he uncovers an as- 
sassination plot on the life 
Of U.S. President Ballentine 
(David Rasche), he sud- 
denly finds himself shoved 
into the center of an intricate web of blackmail, deception. 
and murder. He is forced to run for his life when he is 
framed for the murder of Secret Service agent, Charlie 
Merriweather (played by director Clark Johnson). 
Meanwhile, Pete's bitter enemy, agent David Brecken- 
ridge (Kiefer Sutherland), is hot on his tail. They were 
best friends until David blamed the former for the break- 
up of his marriage. Now, Pete has to prove his innocence 
before it's too late. His only alibi: First Lady Sara Ballen- 
tine (Kim Basinger), with whom he's having an affair 
Director Johnson keeps his film's narrative flow swift 
and eventful, and spices up the scenic action and the sto- 
туз whodunit tone with а 
first-rate cast: Sutherland 
hits his thespic stride de- 
spite a role that is not as 
well-threshed-out as Dou- 
glas. For her part, Basinger 
manages to make the un- 
„faithful wife sympathetic, 
while the hardworking Eva 
Longoria is miscast as a 
sexy-but-smart rookie in- 
vestigator. 
"While not entirely origi- 
nal in story and narrative 
scope, the film nevertheless 


PIAGET in "The Nun.” delivers on thrills that are 


EXCITING shootout in “The Sentinel.” 


WM Special 


GRAGHTY (ек). 
ап Belle (above) in 
“Whena Stranger 


as engaging as they are pre- 
dictable. 


“The Nun” (La Monja) 
D: Luis De La Madrid 
S: Anita Briem, Manu 
Fullola, Cristina Piaget 


Luis De La Madrid cooks 
up a different kind of ghoul 
in a horror film that fails to 
realize йз promising 
premise. When stern, ver- 
bally abusive Sr Ursula 
(Cristina Piaget) reminds 
her six teenage wards at a 
special boarding school for spoiled giris, "Sacrifice brings 
us closer to God," she has more than just sacrifice in 
mind. 

ighteen years after the пш mysterious death, her 
shape-shifting, water-drenched spirit returns to seek 
vengeance and retribution—and the girls dark secrets 
startto unravel. 

Unfortunately, this film's attractive actors and interest- 
ing premise don't a good scary movie make. 


“When a Stranger Calls" 
D: Simon West 
S: Camilla Belle, Tommy Flanagan, Lance Henriksen 


This “Stranger” a thuill-free reworking of the 1979 origi- 
nal, is a clunker. As “atonement” for incurring 800 minutes 
more than her cell phone's credit ceiling, high school student 
Jil Johnson (Camilla Belle) has to pay the bill by babysitting 
fora rich couple, wha lives in a secluded house by the ake. 

What could be scarier—or more claustrophobic—than 
getting trapped in a huge house during а windy and 
stormy night? Jill soon finds out-when a stranger (Tommy 
Flanagan, but voiced by Lance Henriksen) starts calling 
her. She begins to freak out when she realizes that the 
strange, threatening calls come from inside the house! 
Who knew babysitting could be so hazardous to a teenage. 
girl's health—and lungs? 


Promising young talents impress viewers 


By Nestor U. Torre Thus, the Pimentel chil- 
dren had to grow up in 
dire straits as the family's 
finances were severely 


limited. 


SOME PEOPLE KEEP COM- 
plaining that we don't have 
many good actors left. Not 
true: we've seen many ex- 
citing new talents enter the 
field this year. 

Some months ago, forin- 
stance, six child actors im- 
pressed audiences in Bing 
Pimentel Martial Law mu- 
sical, “Pag-ibig sa Bayan,” 
at Meraleo Theater. The tal- 
ented kids performed with 
experienced stars like Mar- 
co Sison, but they managed 
to hold their own. 

The young performers 
played the children of Sen- 
ator Nene Pimentel and 
and his wife Bing. The roles 
were difficult to essay be- 
‘cause they had to react to 
daunting challenges and 
stresses, especially when 
Pimentel was incarcerated 
four times during the Mar- 
tial Law period 


Characters 

Despite their being very 
young, the six child actors 
understood what their 
characters were going 
through, and came up with 


GELE, Sensitive. 


nu 
dfm- 2pm) 
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sensitive and felt portray- 
als. They served notice that 
they were in the perform- 
ing arts tostay: 

Elijah Castillo is still an 
adolescent, but he has al- 
ready chalked up perfor- 
mances in other stage mu- 
sicals like "Himala" and 
“Birhen ng Caysasay” A 
sensitive actor, his biggest 
assignment to date has 


been the title role in Doy 
del Mundo's digital feature, 
“Pepot Artista." 

Roychelle Torre is only 
11 years old, but she has 
опе of the best new singing 
voices around, and a great 
future is predicted for her 
in the field of music and 
musical theater. 

Michelle Marie R. Vito 

PROMISING/ A2-4 


TORRE. Versatile. 


OPEN DAILY 
(UNTIL) 


JUPITER St. Bel-Air, Makati - 
(безне Red Ribbon Bakeshop) 


WED TO SAT 
40pm - 12am 


Featuring: ANDREA 
Star In a Million Finalist 


FOR INQUIRIES, CALL 751-9142 


“Gusto ko, kumpleto ang 
summer porma:ko-from 
head to phone.” 
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Text «KEYWORD» to 2332 
Ех: SUNDAY • P15 for 15 days 


First-time ringback users can get a 7-day FREE trial 
porti 


KEYWORD 


SUNDAY 
14638 
TC307 


SONG 


Sunday Driving 
Pinoy Ako 
Ang Lakas mo sa Globe 


ARTIST 
Rivermaya 
Orange & Lemons 
Artstrong 


For other ringback keywords, text LIST to 2332 for FREE 


RINGTONE Е 
Text N <KEYWORD> to 2375 for monotones 
Text P <KEYWORD> to 2375 for polytones 
Ex: P letsunin 
P15/ monotone * P20/ polytone • P25/ truetone 


KEYWORD SONG ARTIST 


letsunin let the sunshine in milk & sugar 
summite cold summer night. francis т 
walksun walking on the sun smash mouth 


Download “Ang Lakas mo sa Globe" 
Text LAKASMO to 2910 for monotone 


Text LAKASMOP to 2910 for polytone 
Text LAKASMOT to 2910 for truetone 


To download, text TC «KEYWORD» to 2375 
Ex: TC beach3 © P15/textcard 


Tee ler Dat Ge 


shades ‘sunshade thebeach 
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‘THE BAUTISTAS. Have come full 


Success story 


GUILLERMO BAU- 
tista and Agnes delos 
Santos were 18 and 
16 years old, respec- 
tively, when they fell 
in love in their home- 
town of Amadeo, 
Cavite. 

Agnes was a 2nd 
year high school stu- 
dent when they got 
married. After her 
third son was born, 
she went back to 
school, and got a BS 
Education in Home 
Economics degree. 

Meanwhile Guiller- 
mo worked on a Nor- 
wegian ship as an en- 
gine boy After four 
years at sea, he put up 
Dart Restaurant in Ра- 
co while operating a 
Jeepney. Mrs. Bautista 
taught Home Eco- 
nomics. 


Baker 

‘They decided to mi- 
grate to the USA. 
Guillermo found a job 
as a baker and, for 
seven years, assisted a 
French baker ín South 
Hampton, New York. 
When the Frenchman 
relocated, he sold the 
bakery to Guillermo. 
Вуй 1988, Juno's 
Hampton Bakery had 
ant impressive show- 
robm; retailing French 
and German pastries. 

Mow, their sons 
hdve ^ well-paying 
jobs; Riel isa physical 
thérapist at South 


Mandy 
Navasero 


Hampton, Jason, 41, 
is а nurse at Brook 
Haven Hospital, and 
Michael, 36, manages 
the bakery. 

Most of ће time, 
Guillermo and Agnes 
are іп Salaban, 
Amadeo, Cavite, in 
their farm planted to 
coffee, and live in Bgy- 
Habay, Bacoor every- 
time they are on vaca- 
tion in the Philippines. 


Mandy Navasero's 
Batanes Photo Safari 
Ilis set for May 21 to 


24, Batanes is the 7 


perfect destination 
for photographers 
and mature lovers! 
Call 8991767, 
8963208 or 0916- 
7060130, or email 
mandynavasero@ya- 
hoo.com. 

Basic Photogra 
phy features Prof. Er- 
ic Torres as lecturer 
on Art Appreciation 
atl p.m. today at my 
studio. 


Mother's... 


From page A2-2 


Strings and reggae 
group — Peacepipe. 
Call 372-9845. 


‘Gameplan’ 

At 1:30 pm. on 
Apri 30 on Studio 
23, — "Gameplan" 
spotlights its new 
segment, — "Cheap 
Thrills,” which gives 
tips on cool places 
and activities you 
can enjoy for not 
more than Р500. 
New hosts are Paolo 
Soler and Wowie 
Meloto. 


‘The Park’ 

On Star Chinese 
Movies at 12:45 
pm. today "The 
Park,” directed by 
‘andrew Lau, is 
about seven friends 
who explore the 
mystery of an aban- 
doned Bangkok 
park. 


‘Johnson Family 
Vacation" 

On Star Movies at 
9 pm. on April 30, 
the film on view is 
"Johnson Family Va- 
veation,” a breezy 
comedy about a fami- 
lyof oddballs. 


*Makuha Ka 
sa Tikim’ 

At 11 am. today 
on Channel 2, "Lu- 
tong Sikat, Lutong 
Divang-Diva” on 


“Makuha Ka sa 
Tikim” has cooking 
divas whipping up 
celebrities’ favorite 
meals using their se- 
cret weapon, Knorr 
Eugene Domingo, 
Eula Valdes and 
Cherry Pie Picache 
host "МКТ." 


Winston Summer 
Music Blast 

The Winston Sum- 
mer Music Blast tour 
hits Cocomangas-Bo- 
racay tonight, with 
performances’ Бу 
Freestyle and True 
Frith 


Movies on TV 

On HBO, May 1 at 
5:15 pm, "Radio." 
10:40 p.m., "Shrek 
2.” May2at 10 p.m., 
“American Splen- 
dor.” May 3at9 p.m., 


“TheWitchesof East- | 


wick.” May 4 at 7:30 
ат, "А Soldiers 
Story” May 5 at 
1245 pm, “True 
Believer.” 

On Cinemax, May 
1 at 6:30 ат, "The 
Outlaw Josey Wales." 
May 2 at 4:40 рт, 
“Barefoot in the 
Park.” 8 p.m., "Bean." 
May 3 at 8 a.m., "Mr. 


Guns of Navarone.” 
May 5 at 6:30 am. 
“Indiscreet” 3:20 
a.m., “High Noon." 


“Gusto ko, laging updated 
si ‘Nay tungkol sa 
summer crush ko.” 


Walang problema! Posible na 
‘yan dahil mas affordable na 
ang local calls at text sa 


nd P 
abe) 


IU 


Yat 
iiti 
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has been featured in many 
commercials and is also a 
young ramp model. With her 
‘combination of looks and tal- 
ent, she's bound to make itasa 
young star. 


Natural approach 

Angelica Jimenez-Gele is al- 
so very promising. Her forte is 
sensitivity in performance, a 
natural approach to acting 
that quickly elicits the audi- 
епсез empathy. 

Only seven years old, Al- 
bert John Reyes is a preco- 
cious charmer who's done 
more than his share of com- 
mercials. He's also good in his 
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studies, and his natural intel- 
ligence infuses his perfor- 
mances with poise and in- 
sight. 


Formidable 

Also seven years old, ver- 
sale Mica Torre is a 
formidable singer-actor 
who's starred in musicals like 
“Birhen ng Caysasay” and 
was a finalist in Channel 2's 
“Little Big Star" kiddie 
singing tilt. She's also a fea- 
tured player in ABS-CBN's 
new soap, “Bituing Walang 
Ningning," and plays an im- 
portant role in the 2006 Cine- 
malaya entry, “Saan Nagtata- 
gosi Happiness." 

To contact these child tal- 


PROVINCIAL SPE- 
cialties score big when 
brought to — the 
Metropolis. Aling Luc- 
ing's sisig of Pampanga 
is а staple in most 
Pinoy restaurants, le- 
chon manok, Bacolod's 
inasal, and Vigan's 
longganiza are also а 
hit here. Now, there's 
Tocos Norte's Tacos ti 


REYES. Charmer. 


ents for future productions, 
call Andy at 780-9210 or 0919- 


MTRCE > ERI 


NOW SHOWING 


Amianan, or empana- 
da. 
Specialty 

1 first came across 
this provincial special- 
ty in Laoag and Batac, 
Ilocos Norte. It was so 


interesting to watch 
the assembly of this 
strange snack. 

The cook rolls out a 
mass of orange dough 
then stuffs it with a 
mixture of cooked 
mongo and green pa- 
paya, and toasted and 
shredded Laoag or Bat- 
aclongganisang hubad. 
All this is topped with a 
raw egg, sealed on 
each side using a plati- 
to, then deep-fried to a 
crunch. 


Spices 


While it’s still hot, bite 
{into it! Pour some spicy 


Make mine Ilocos empanada 


WonD oF 
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Market! Market! at the 
Fort just a few months 
back. The maker is a di- 
rect import from the 
province of Ilocos 
Norte. 


Show 
Watching the assem- 


bly is a show in itself. IF 
you want a unique, inex- 


pensive yet delicious 


discovery 


Check this 


place out. 


Ilocos Norte suka loaded 
with ап assortment of 
spices on it—and hum 
away! 

A new stall called 
Taco Посапо opened at 


The butterfly within 


Send 
sandydaza@shaw.ca 


Taco Ilocano is open 
allday, 7 days a week. 
Happy eating! 


comments to 


HOW DOES ONE 
break free from ma- 
terial entanglements 
like anxieties, fear, 


sion, pain and suffer- 

gs? Our spiritual 
teacher Jagad Guru 
Siddhaswarupanan- 


gave this talk on the 

process and we are 

sharing it with you: 
As the butterfly 


Lorus 
Ромо 


stronger and bigger 
than you begin to 
shrink. 

Initially, when a 


loneliness, 


depres- da 


Paramahamsa, 


body develops in a 


пз» Es] ALL AGES ARE ADMITTED 


Distributed by Buena Vista International thru Columbia Pictures, 


za A WHOLE NEW BREE! 
S OF TOURIST. 


R. Valencia 
and $. 
Bismark 


cocoon, the cover 
outside becomes 
thinner, to the point 
that you can see 
through it. When the 
butterfly is ready to 
fly, the covering is as 
thin as rice paper, so 
it is easy to break. 
Material entangle- 
ment is like this co- 
coon which is very 
thick and wide in the 
beginning. It seems 
formidable and 
strong, like a solid 
wall. 


Purification 

But if a person is 
hearing and chant- 
ing the names of the 
Supreme Being, the 
cocoon gets thinner. 
The effect is called 
purification. Ее 
ments which encase 
the living entity (ig- 
norance, illusion 
and material desire) 
begin to dry up. 
Things you consid- 
ered overwhelming, 


Shall We 
(tea 


The бе 


2 


07 e 


person is encased, it 
is dark inside. But as 
the casing gets thin- 
ner, the light of the 
spiritual мой 
comes to you. You be- 
gin to realize that the 
material world is 
temporary and pass- 
ing. You understand 
that the spiritual 
world is the real 
world, and that this 
material world is 
cracking just like 
Japanese tice paper 
breaks away. 


Insignificant 

All of the things 
you think are impor- 
tant and formidable, 
such as possessions, 
reputation, апі 
even death, now 
seem insignificant. 
The butterfly's 
wings push out of 
the cocoon just as 
material nature. is 
pushed aside as i 
significant by the re- 
alized soul. That is 
the power of the 
Names of the 
Supreme Ве 
which thin out«the 
wall that separates 
us from the spiritual 
world. 

So, accept the 
Names of God into 
your Ше, and success 
and freedom will be 
yours. 
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ROMERO, 
third from 
left, puts his 
‘cast and 
crew 
through 
their paces. 
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Eddie Romero 
‘Action!’ again at 81 


By Rica Arevalo 


ATIONAL ARTIST EDDIE 

Romero, 81, is at it again, 

directing his first digital 
film, “Faces of Love” (formerly 
“Nasaan ang Pag-ibig?”). I visited 
his set at Tierra Pura, Common- 
wealth О.С. on the production's 
first shooting day last April 24. 
Romero, well-dressed in long 
sleeves and formal pants, was a 
standout. He was wearing a hat and 
holding a director’s viewfinder. 

‘One can see his joy as he directs his actors, 
Christopher de Leon, Ange! Aquino, Juliana 
Palermo, Chanda Romero and Chinggoy 
‘Alonzo. Other members of the cast are Alfred 
Vargas and Ricky Davao. 


Collaboration 

It is the 30th anniversary of the team-up of 
De Leon and Romero. Their collaboration 
started in 1976 during "Ganito Kami Noon, 
Paano Kami Ngayon?” followed by “Aguila” 
(1979) and “Kamakalawa” (1981). While the 
crew sets up the lights, De Leon reminisces 
about his eating experiences with Romero. He 
playfully says, “Direk, nami-miss ko na yung 
kainan natin kasama ang buong grupo.” 

On the set, Romero is playful and always 
smiling, While taking a rest, his assistant direc- 


4 x 


tor, Paolo Villaluna, teases him to 
smile for a picture and in jest asks 
for the director’s next 100 shots 
per sequence. Romero blurts out, 
"Dont bother me, Im thinking.” 
‘And everyone cracks up. 

Cinematographer Jun Aves 
says, “There is no tension on the 
set. Lam amazed that, at his age, 
he is still sharp, meticulous, and 
notices all the details.” 

When Romero shouts, "Ac- 


tion!” one can feel his grace and 
authority. He reads the script to 
the actors, sometimes asking for 
their comments. 

In one scene, Romero's humor 
isat work: De Leon, who plays Ar- 
cadio, tells his niece Skip, played 
by Juliana Palermo, "Baliw lang 
ang magpapakasal sa yo" And 
she answers, “O, bigay mo sa 
kanya number ko," and playfully 

EDDIE A3 
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SEAGAL. Out of 
shape. 


‘Submerged’ 
has stodgy 
action 
scenes 


By Noelani Torre 


TEN MINUTES INTO 
thenew Steven Seagal 
starrer “Submerged,” 
you'll find yourself 
squirming in your 
seat, wishing you 
were someplace else. 

Granted, nobody 
expects ' Academy 
Award fare from the 
pony-tailed action 
star, or even high-class 
action, but at least, his 
earlier movies made 
an attempt to be co- 
herent and entertain- 
ing. His latest potboil- 
er is a mess. Lets be- 
gin with the plot 


Stronghold 

There's this evil 
Nazi-type ^ doctor, 
who's playing around 
with mind-control in 
Uruguay. This has re- 
sulted in the murder 
of the US ambas- 
sador by a mind-con- 
trolled member of 
her own staff. The 
team sent to storm 
the docs stronghold 
fails to do so 
since—surprise, sur- 
prise—one of them is 
also mind-controlled. 

Enter our hero, 
Chris Cody (Seagal), a 
former commando 
imprisoned for some 
vague crime, and his 
band of merry men. 
He and his men have 
to get the job done, 
and ifthey doso, then, 
they're free to go. 

The — aforemen- 
tioned stronghold is 
stormed by half a 
dozen people who 
hardly get hit, and 
then а submarine 
turns up from out of 
nowhere. 

This isn't even a В 
movie. Consider if 
you will the mind- 
control premise that 
has already been 
overused (e. "The 
Manchurian Condi- 
date") and, in this 
case, is not even pre- 
sented correctly. 
Here, all it takes to 
control the complex 
brain of an individual 
is to have the person. 
watch a video! 


Overwrought 

That would have 
been forgivable if the 
action scenes were 
any good, but unfor- 
tunately, they arent. 
They're stodgy and 
unexciting, and di- 
rector Anthony Hick- 
ox makes it worse by 
attempting to simu- 
late thrill via choppy 
shots and an over- 
wrought soundtrack. 

Then, there's Sea- 
gal himself. We're 
used to his one-ex- 
pression-all-the-time 
kind of acting. So, the 
fact that he doesnt 
even blink when the 
sub is sinking comes 
as no surprise. 


Overweight 
Unfortunately, һе 
mo longer has the lean- 
and-mean look те 
quired to carry off that 
Kind of sangfroid. He's 
overweight and out of 
shape. He lumbers and 
“lumbering” is not a 
word you want to ap- 
ply roan action hero. 
The movie's only 
good point is Vinnie 
Jones (Lock, Stock, 
and Two Smoking Bar- 
els"), who has more 
presence than all of 
the other actors com- 
bined, Not surprising- 
ly he doesn’t share the 
screen that often with 
the topbilled star, lest 
he outshine his pony- 
talled-ness. 
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‘Pepot Artista,’ Pinoy indies grace Si si ngupore | fil 


By Rito P. Asilo Artista" є 8 picture win- Jocelyne Saab's "Kiss Me Not on ETRE or 
neroftheFirstCinemalaya the Eyes” (Lebanon), Riri Naza's E с 


E ms кїз "Its Only Talk” (Japan), Ying ? NES 
DA - award-winning |, Напр Taking father Homes p SPRING/SUMMI 
к locumentary, (China) and Sandip Ray's "After 2 
film movement has à Short Film About the Night...Dawn” india). : б 2006 COLLECTION; 
caught the atten- ч Indio Nacional,” 3 iba: 
tion of the organiz- 8 and John Torres’ 
ers of the 19th Sin- y {| “Todo Todo Teros.” 
gapore Film Festi- UA чш. D Exciting li ital Cinema." 

, which closes d Бонер... ~ Спалі Express’ Sheryl Quek in- 
today. Included in films join e к= тн cludes Del Mundo's film in her 
the roster of films [ч lineup that includes Short list of must-see films at the 
competing for the ber MUNDO.Must. Mani Haghigi's “Men at festival | 
filmfes's Silver seesim. Mork Cran), Kelvin teed de word roig te 
Screen awards are ee 

m gapore-Hong Kong), Nidal Al- Philippine movie i m 
Doy del Mundo's “Pepot pip, “Under the Ceiling” (Syria), theshumpitsin! 


Eddie Romero... 


From page A3-1 toris ready fora take. Itisa medium shot, suddenly the and staff then head for a 

collaborative effort from lights go off! There is a “candlelight” dinner in this 

walks away. everyone. On the nights brownout. Calmly, Romero romantic love story by the 

Romero is considerate lastd shot, as Romero is callsita dayand thanksev- country’s only living Na- 
and asks De Leon if the ac- about to take Palermo’s eryoneon the set. The stars tional Artist for Film. 
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Special section 
A special section of the festival that 
struck us is "The New Philippines Dig- 
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2, Eastwood City 


By Nestor U. 
{C-5} Quezon City у Nestor U. Torre. 


LAST APRIL 23, ABS- 
CBN introduced the 
12 young lookers who 
are the new "house- 
mates" in Channel 2's 
latest edition of 
“Pinoy Big Brother.” 
One by one, they were 
trotted out for the 
viewing publics curi- 
ous and fond perusal 
Getting top masks 
for looks were Gerald 


gai SILENT HILL 


POWERPLANT Anderson and Nia 


Atienza, but the oth- 
й C Н Е МА er (Fred Payawan, 


Michael Lee, Kim 
Rockwell Center, Makati City Ф Tel No: 898144041 v Chiu, Bam Romana, 
EESEHEREREEEREEERERRRERR 02 Membian, Jami- 
la Obispo, Matthew 
Evans, Clare Cabigu- 
in, Aldred Gatchalian 
and Mikki Arceo) had 
their own plus points 
going for them, 

Clearly, we're in 
for a fun and frisky 
time with these new 
star wannabes. 
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110330550, и R 
8101030 First impression 
After that upbeat 
first impression, how- 
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Downbeat surprises 
$$ | on teen ‘PBB’ show 


ANDERSON. Top. 
marks for looks. 


of "РВВ Teen” sight- 
ings has been less 
than choice. This lat- 
est batch’s youth 
gives its members а 
winning vitality, but it 
also makes them look 
like peas in a pod. 

lets hope that 
they! soon reveal in- 
dividual traits that 
will add variety to 
their daily "aquari- 
um” act on TV or else 
viewers’ interest 
could pall more quick- 
Jy than expected. 

To be sure, if the 
teen edition's expect- 
ed viewership із 
made up of similarly 
young people, they 
could Бе happy 
enough just watching 
the show's frisky 
bunch do its thing in 
front of the shows 
all-seeing cameras, 
from day to day. 

It’s older viewers 
who could маш 
more, and nor get it 
from the new TV chal- 
lenge that seeks to 
celebrate teenagers in. 
all their youth, beau- 
ty—and sameness. 


Team spirit 

In any case, the 
shows first week of 
telecasts has generally 
affirmed expectations, 
with the teen house- 
mates being given 
tasks meant to devel- 
op their team spirit. 
Also par for the course 
are the budding ro- 
manc relationships, 
crushes, giggly teen 
talkand jive. 

What is turning 
out to be a downbeat 
surprise, however, is 
the early emergence 
of covert infighting 
and even outright 
verbal brawls, as 
their stressful ' fish- 
bowl existence quick- 
ly gets to the shows 
young housemates. 

Being teenagers, 
they are less ready to 
cope with those unnat- 
ural stresses than the 
challenge’s previous, 
older housemates. 

So the program's 
resident — counselors 
and youth psycholo- 
gists have their work 
cutout for them to help 
the teens get a berer 
handle on their admit- 
tedly disconcerting ex- 
istence on "PBB": 

All “alone” im a 
house—but for all 
the world to see! 

‘That's a contradic- 
tion in terms that re- 
quires greater matu- 
rity to deal with. 


Breakdowns 
We're also bothered. 
by what seems to be 
an emerging "neurot- 
ic’ streak among some 
of the young house- 
mates, Emotional 
breakdowns, tearful 
catfights, sullen with- 
drawals—these are 
happening too early in 
the game, зо what 
ives? 
ЗОР course, these 
outbursts make the 
show more "event- 
ful,” but at what cost 
to the 12 teens’ equa- 
nimity? We trust that 
the young house- 
mates relationships 
will not continue to 
deteriorate, especial- 
ly when the romantic 
angle, with all of its 
passions and frustra- 
tions, starts to kick in. 
Finally, we hope 
that, after the teen 
challenge is over, its 
12 young housemates 
turn out to be better 
people than they 
were when they first 
entered Big Brother's 
"aquarium" last April 
23. Isn't that what all 
this fuss and bother 
should be about? 
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to mainstream 


By Jocelyn Valle. Chinese balladeer to producing her own 
Mike Chan, whose CD Lite, which will 
CD Lites are already be distributed by 
in the can and are Holiday Records. 
just awaiting airplay „. 
ffomradiostations, Title track 

в. The title track is "I 
Vocalist Never Dreamed 
siren Nina closed First Circle vocalist Someone Like You 
2005 by hitting the Ria Garcia, soap ac- Could Love Someone 
pub ан tor Like Me,” originally 
inum Deejay done by Katie Irving 
mark f Durano for the "Carrie" 
seven and soundtrack. 
and six "Search Eugene happily re 
times, : for а ports that popular 
respec- id Star іп band Side A and 
tively) a Mil singer Agot Isidro 
and lion, have also signed up 
chart E Season with Holiday 
busting 2" fi- Records. 
music nalist “The best thing 
videos Anna about working for 
(OPM Baluyot an upstart company 
gives are is being granted 
foreign VILLALUZ. Morecontro| now more control and 
acts and freedom. record- freedom,” he 
stiff ing beams. "Its very 
competition every theirownCDLites. challenging!” 
Weekon MYX)—em- Eugene confirms 
couraging signs for that producing a CD 
new record labelsto Lite that features 
‘open shop. only half a dozen 

5 tracks is a good way 
Uphill battle of introducing а 

But Eugene Vil- fresh talent to the 
laruz, president and public. 
general manager of 
Holiday ^ Records, 
admits it's an uphill 
battle against the 
current players that 
are affiliates of ei- 
ther a global con- 
glomerate or a giant 
network. 

“We'd rather be 
the alternative to 
mainstream,” he 
points out. “We'll find 
anew niche.” 

Holiday Records’ 
roster is made up of 
newbies like promis- 
ing comedienne Jan- 
na Trias and Filipino- 


THE LOCAL RE- 
cording industry is 
finally bouncing 
back with hit al- 
bums (the duo 
MYMP and soul 


Economical 

"fs economical," 
he explains, adding 
that the scene has 
gone back to the sin- 
gles market of yore 
when 45 rpm vinyl 
records ruled. 

“If the CD Lite suc- 
ceeds, then we can 
make it i 
length album," 
shares 

Allna, the voice 
behind ' naughty 
songs "Kahit Gaano 
Kalaki” and "Hindi 
ma Masakit," turned 
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SORIANO. Cast in 
two entries. 


By Andy Bais 


WITH A MONTH TO GO FOR THIS YEAR'S 
batch of Cinemalaya entries to submit their 
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SATURDAY Special 
Cinemalaya 2006 is on the right track 


finished products, Robbie Tan, chairman of 
the indie filmfest’s monitoring team, is confi- 
dent that the filmmakers of the 10 festival en- 
tries will be able to meet the May 31 deadline. 
In fact, some entries are now about to start. 
post-production work, while others are on 
their final shooting days. 

This year’s entries are different from last 
year’s in a number of ways, according to 
Robbie. “Mas maraming out-of-town loca- 
tion. ‘Batad sa Paang Palay’ is being shot in 
the Cordilleras, and ‘Donsol,’ in Sorsogon. 
Mas varied din ang mga storyline. For exam- 
ple, Domingo Lazam III's Anino sa Apuhap 
is about love, truth and infidelity in the 
world of the blind 


Female boxers 

“In Da Red Korner’ is about female boxers 
and ‘Saan Nagtatago si Happiness’ is about. 
the search of an ice cream vendor for his 
lost mother. These are the types of movies 
that local mainstream cinema would not 
have done.” 


«фы, 


cdd 


MALL 
HOURS 


10AM 


“There в also a marked increase in the num- 
ber of mainstream stars in this year’s entries, 
notes Robbie. “Last year's best actress winner 
Meryll Soriano is in two projects, ‘in Da Red 
Komer and Rotonda." 

“Saan Nagtatago si Happiness features 
several mainstream — veterans Caridad 
Sanchez, Nanette Inventor, Rez Cortez, Lou 
Veloso, Ricky Davao and Nonie Buencamino.” 


Success 

“Part of the reason na mas maraming main- 
stream stars ngayon could be the success of 
the first Cinemalaya competition. A lot of 
them want to try the indie experience—work- 
ing with first-time film directors who have а 
different way of telling a story—and maybe, 
experience a style of filmmaking which is very 
different from mainstream.” 

Thus far, it’s hard to judge the quality of the 
films, says Robbie. “Part of our monitoring 
team's job is to watch the films raw footage. A 
film can transform into a beautiful piece of 
work or maging pangit siya after post-produc- 
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tion. Ang masasabi lang namin at this point, 
ay kung tama ang casting or kung off ang 
shots. And I have to tell them straight to the. 
point kung pangit ang ginagawa nila. 

"Happy ako at wala pa namang na- offend 
sa mga comment ko. Siguro, dahil 1 also help. 
them in other aspects. For example, they need 
a certain star and they don't know how to go 
about it, ako na ang kakausap sa manager at 
tatawad pa sa talent fee.” 


Advice 

Monitoring team member John Nepomu- 
ceno adds that the advice they give to the pre- 
sent crop of filmmakers extends beyond prop- 
er handling of funds, casting and technical as- 
pects. They also help them in the creative side 
of the prodution. 

“Kinukulit namin sila. Aside from doing pa- 
perwork and constant phone calls to know the 
progress of their work, we also visit them dur- 
ing shoots to see how they are doing, But, the 
filmmakers still have the last say on their 
work,” says John. 

While some of the entries have taken off 
smoothly, others were not as lucky. “Mga Ani- 
no sa Apuhap” took some time to start grind- 
ing because the script underwent changes. 
‘The film's director also had a hard time look- 
ing for an efficient line producer. 


Supportive 

Other causes of delay were technical in na- 
ture, says John—unavailability of shooting 
equipment, or the high rental cost from 
providers. Fortunately, some technical providers 
ere supportive. "Credit goes to the success of 
the Cinemalaya last year. Somehow, they want 
tobe part oft this year" John observes 

Untoward incidents do happen, like the 
two-week setback in the production of “in Da 
Red Korner,” when its production manager 
passed away while on duty. 

On the lighter side, Robbie is happy with 
the working attitude of this years Cine- 
malaya filmmakers. "Thus far, parang 
walang mga ‘diva’ ngayon. Based on our 
‘comments sa kanilang submitted tapes of 
raw footage, nakita naman namin na may 
improvement sa trabaho nila sa susunod na 
submission. That means they don’t take our 
comments personally.” 


Where are 
the religious 
films of yore? 


By Behn Cervantes 


"WHERE ARE THE RELIGIOUS FILMS? WHY 
aren't they being shown anymore?,” asked 
Ellen Alvarez after a sumptuous Bacolod 
lunch. 

Ellen's sadness was amplified by her hus- 
band Babes, and Rovi, my niece. “Yes, what 
happened to those epic films they used to 
show during Lent?" Ellen continued. "Re- 
member ‘Marcelino Pan y Vino?"," I asked. 
“Samson and Delilah?” and "The Ten Com- 
mandments?," added Rovi. 

These days, there is little concern for the 
significance of Christmas or Lent. Explosive 
action films or gooey romantic films are ex- 
hibited despite the public's need for serious 
and thought-provoking fare. Movie exhibitors 
exert little effort to complement the signifi- 
cance of the seasons. 

“Who played Samson again?,” Ellen asked. 
"Victor Mature,” I answered. Then, I remem- 
bered actors who are known for their “reli- 
gious” roles: 


Most prominent 

Charlton Heston was Moses in “The Ten 
Commandments," and played the title role in 
“Ben Hur.” 

Matinee idol Jeffrey Hunter reprised the 
role of Jesus in "King of Kings." The first ver- 
sion made some 40 years before was in black 
and white. The Hunter version was in Techni- 
color and Cinemascope. Mature essayed ће 
title role in “Demetrius and the Gladiators." 

Deborah Kerr as the Christian love of 
Robert Taylor's centurion was saintly and in- 
spiring in the classic, "Quo Vadis.” 

Jennifer Jones won a best actress Oscar for 
"rhe Song of Bernadette.” Her portrayal im- 
pressed colegialas who aspired to become a 
saint like her. 


Role models 

Colegialas eager for Hollywood role mod- 
els were confused when Ingrid Bergman 
portrayed the feisty but vulnerable "St. 
Joan." When the French maiden was burned 
at the stake, many of them wept. Alas, In- 
grid was soon involved in a scandal so 
shocking that Tinseltown “condemned” her 
and her lover, Roberto Rossellini, for more 
than a decade! 

Richard Burton was himself involved in a 
religious "transformation" in “The Robe." 
Hollywood's first Cinemascope production 
was epic (and was as well received in the 
Philippines as were "The Ten Command- 
ments" and "Ben Hur" 

ft turns out that Burton was wooing his 
leading lady, Jean Simmons, while the reli- 
gious film was being shot! This stressed Jean's 
jealous husband, Stewart Granger. Eventual- 
ly, the couple divorced. 

Movie fans soon realized that there was a. 
difference between what was reel and real, 
but their yen for religious films during Lent 
remains the same. But, where are theyl 
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Moody's urged to consider rating upgrade 


Teves says indicators show 
‘substantial gains’ on fiscal front 
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Shares end lower 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.48-PER- 
cent lower yesterday in a technical 
correction after recent gains took 
the market to near seven-year highs, 
dealers said. 


{See stock market report on Page B3) SHARES/B2 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINES HAS 
Moody's Investors Service 


country's credit rating. 

Finance Secretary Margarito Teves 
said he told officials of Moody's that 
despite the country's huge debt stock, 
the country has achieved substantial 
gains on the fiscal front. Teves met 
with the Moody's executives during 
the recent roadshow by Philippine 
economic officials in New York. 

‘Teves said he had asked Moody's 
not to focus too much on the coun- 
пуз debt burden and instead recog- 


URGED RATINGS FIRM 
to consider upgrading the 


nize other indicators that would show 
how much the country’s fiscal sector 
has improved. 

The Philippines’ credit rating with 
Moody's stands at four notches below 
investment grade, making it more ex- 
pensive to borrow abroad because of 
the risk premium. 

“(Fiscal’ officials from the Philip 
pines) asked Moody's if we could offer 
other indicators that can compensate 


for the high debt levels,” Teves said 
"There should be other criteria to be 
considered, and we have already made 
substantial progress in other areas.” 

Teves cited the governments 
shrinking budget deficit, which has 
allowed the allocation of more money 
for social services and infrastructure. 

Under the fiscal program for 2006, 
the government has earmarked 30 
percent of the expected additional 
revenues from the VAT Reform Law 
for pump-priming purposes, mainly 
to build additional farm-to-market 
roads and bridges, and improve edu- 
cation and health services. 
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Inflation to reach 7.7% in April, BSP estimates 


hub in 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


‘THE GOVERNMENT IS WOO- 
ing a European courier service 
firm to put up shop in Subic as 
the scheduled transfer of Fed- 
eral Express’ Asian hub from 
the freeport to China nears. 

An official privy to the mat- 
ter said authorities had invited 
the company to visit possible 
sites in Subic and assess oppor- 
tunities for a hub of operations 
here through their respective 
distribution network. 

The official declined to 
name the firm, saying it might 
get turned off with the prema- 
ture publicity 


European courier 
urged to put up 


Subic 


The remaining two are 
Netherlands-headquartered 
TNT NV and Germany's DHL 
International, both of which al- 
ready have presence here. 

At the same time, Trade Sec- 
retary Peter B. Favila said the 
government was still trying to 
‘convince Fedex to keep its hub 
in the Philippines. 

"We have met with Fedex of- 
ficials in the United States and 
we asked them to at least main- 
tain their presence in the coun- 
try” Favila said. 

He added that Fedex had an- 
nounced plans to put up back of- 
fice support operations as well 
as customs clearance and billing 


Regulator points to oil price hikes, impact of expanded VAT 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG PILIPINAS SEES 
the average inflation in April inching up to 7.7 
percent due to the unabated oil price increas- 
es and the effect of the higher value-added 
tax. 

“It may be higher than in March due to in- 
creases in oil prices,” BSP Governor Amando 
Tetangco Jr. said yesterday. 

For February and March, annual inflation p 
firmed up at 7.6 percent, but the BSP was not. 
yet sure ifthe rate peaked in April when global 
Ой prices surged to a record $75 a barrel. 

Ina briefing yesterday, BSP Deputy Gover- 
nor Diwa Guinigundo said that for the whole 
year, the BSP expects average inflation to 
range between 7.3-7.9 percent, exceeding the 
official target of 45 percent. 


“Inflation will remain above target in 2006 TETANGCO 


but will revert to target in 2007 in the absence 


In line with the BSP's expectations, infla- 


of any new adverse factors,” Guinigundo tion rose in the first quarter of the year, re- 


said. 


flecting the impact of the 2-percentage point 


The BSP's latest assessment indicates increase in the VAT rate. 


that the country's inflation could ease to 4- 


“However, first-quarter average inflation 


operating a hub in Subic and 


vice providers inthe world. -pires in 2008. 


With American firms Fedex services in the Philippines. 
Early last year, Fedex an- 
UPS in Clark special economic nounced it was putting up а 
zone, the country is hosting new Asia-Pacific hub in China 
half ofthe four biggest package and would no longer renew its 
delivery and supply chain ser- contract with Subic when it ex- 


oil prices would not exceed $63.36 a bar- 
rel. 

"Despite the impact of the increase on the 
VAT rate, inflation forecasts continue to point 
to a deceleration in the second half of 2006," 
Guinigundo said. 


PAL, Gulf Air ink pact 


Gulf Ай, for its part, will bene- 


By Daxim L, Lucas 


By Ronnel W. Domingo 


fit from Philippine Airline’ A KOREAN SHIPBUILDER THAT IS PUTTING 


BAHRAIN-BASED GULF AIRAND routes in Asia, he said. 
‘Officials of both airlines de- the tab of relocating informal settlers in the 


flag carrier Philippine Airlines 


up a $1-billion facility in Subic is picking up 


yesterday sealed а deal allowing clined to reveal financial details of project site to another area in an effort to has- 
Poth airlines to offer seats to the deal although both groups said ten the start of its operation. 


clients on each other's flights. 
The deal also allows both carri- 


that the scheme was "promising." 
Atthesametime,GulfAirand the Subic Bay Metropolitan Authority, 


Armand C. Arreza, chief executive of 


ers to profit from the scheme PAL also formalized their code said Hanjin Shipping Co. Ltd. would pay 
Sihenever their own clients fly on share agreement which actually for the costs of moving some 300 house- 


the routes of the other airline. 


pro-rate agreement,” PAL will be 


able to offer flight to Europe to cently at GulfAirs headquarters 


its passengers using Gulf Air's 
metwork to Dublin, Frankfurt 
and Paris, Gulf Air president and 
CEO James Hogan said in a press 
briefing. 


in Manama, Bahrain by Gulf Air 
network vice president Fareed Al 
Alawi and PAL senior assistant 
vice president for external affairs 
Ma. Socorro R. Gonzaga 


began commercial operations holds to an area not too far from the Re- 
With the so-called "special latelastmonth. 
The agreement was signed re- would be built. 


dondo peninsula where the shipyard 


Arreza said the company had already paid 
for new school buildings that would replace 
the existing elementary and a high school in 
thearea. 

He said Hanjin was taking the initiative on 
its own and had signed a relocation agree- 


5 percent bynext year assuming that Dubai was lower relative to the same quarter in 


2005 as the upward pressures on inflation 
‘were cushioned by the strengthening of the 
peso, stabilizing liquidity growth and the roll- 
back in prices of selected oil products in 
March,” Tetangco said 

Tetangco noted that liquidity growth had 


ment late last February. 

It was not divulged, however, how much 
Hanjin had earmarked for the relocation. 

“But since the agreed relocation site is not 
yet ready, the company will build temporary 
accommodation for the families,” Arreza 
said. 

Asked how cooperative the settlers were, 
he said most were amenable to the arrange- 
ment with Hanjin, although about 10 or 12 
families were “resistant.” 

The SBMA administrator added that Han- 
jin had committed to take into its workforce 
at least one household member of the settler 
families. The company is expected to employ 


stabilized but remained ample, helping boost 
the peso, 

“Reduced government borrowing helped 
temper the growth in domestic liquidity, 
which nonetheless remained ample due to 
foreign exchange inflows from overseas fil- 
ipino worker remittances and portfolio in- 
vestments," Tetangco said. 

“Positive market sentiment owing to im- 
provements in the fiscal sector has driven 
down bond yields and contributed to the 
strengthening of the peso against the US dol- 
lar,” he added. 

For its part, the BSP's policy-making Mone- 
tary Board kept the BSP's policy rates un- 
changed during the first quarter. 

"Looking ahead, a number of factors pro- 
vide continued policy space to keep monetary 
settings steady in the near term,” Tetangco 
said. 

Oil prices are seen to constitute the domi- 
nant risk to the outlook for prices in the face 
of limited global spare capacity, making ener- 
gy prices vulnerable to any perceived uncer- 
tainty in the supply chain. 

“Monetary authorities remain strongly 
committed to achieving the inflation target 
for 2007 and addressing the risks to future in- 
flation. In the months ahead, the main policy 
priority continues to be that of managing the 
risk of potential second-round effects on 
wage and price setting,” he said. 


Subic investor to pay for settlers’ relocation 


Also, the shipbuilder has earmarked P1 bil- 
lion for training and development of human 
resources. 

Of the amount, between P50 million and 
P100 million was set aside particularly for the 
training of welders in Subic. 

‘The company is working with the Technical 
Education and Skills Development Authority 
for the production of qualified welders who 
‘would help manufacture vessels that could 
stand the rigors of the high seas and of voy- 
ages through various climates and extreme 
conditions. 

In an earlier interview, Arreza said the 
planned shipyard would be the fourth-largest. 
in the world and would be able to handle big 
vessels that can accommodate 8,000-twenty- 
foot equivalent units (a TEU being a 20-001 
dry-cargo container. 

‘The shipyard will take five years to build. 


Moody’s ... sen 


Teves also noted the gains in the privatiza- 
tion of state assets, which boosted the govern- 
ments revenue collection efforts 

Last year, the government was able to gen- 
erate more than P2 billion from the sale of 
public assets, including shares in Philippine 
National Bank. 

‘The finance chief also stressed the fact that 
despite the government's heavy debt load, the 
liabilities were long term in nature, thus 
putting the country’s debt position very far 
from crisis levels. 

ING Investment Management earlier pro- 
jected that the Philippines was not likely to get 
а credit-rating upgrade in the near term be- 
cause rating firms normally put a high premi- 
um on debt levels when issuing credit ratings. 

‘The financial firm noted that the national 
government's debt-to-GDP ratio of 83 per- 
cent, which was much higher than those in 
neighboring countries, was still far from the 
sustainable level of 50 percent. 

In absolute terms, the debt of the national 
government reached P3.88 trillion in end-2005. 

Rob Drifkoningen, head of ING's emerging 
markets debt group, said the Philippines has 
to cut its debt-to-GDP ratio to 70 percent or 
below to get a credit-rating upgrade. 

‘At the rate the Philippines’ fiscal reform 
program was going, he added, it would take 
the country until 2009 to get an upgrade. 

But Teves said that considering the fact that 
the Philippines was coming from a very high 
debt level, credit-rating firms should take into 
consideration the manner by which it im- 
proves its fiscal standing instead of looking at 
the absolute debt figure alone. 


Shares ... s» 


Worries about the security situation given 
possible street protests on Monday, Labor 
Day, also prompted investors to take profits 
on select heavyweights. 

Financial markets will be closed Monday 
for the holiday. 

The composite index fell 10.86 points to 
2,270.53 after trading between 2,266.10 and 
2,283.33. Volume was 2.22 billion shares 
worth P1.56 billion. 

‘The broader all-shares index retreated 0.70 
points to 1,408.43. Gainers led losers 59 to 
39, with 51 stocks unchanged. 

"Investors prefer to take the safe side, May 
1 is distracting them," said Astro del Castillo 
of First Grade Holdings. 

Dealers said most stocks were now at over- 
bought levels after recent strong gains. 

‘Ayala Land led the decline, ending down 
75 centavos at P11.75. Its parent, Ayala 
Corp., gained P2.50 to close at P360. 

"Top-traded PLDT ended at a fresh record 
high, up P10 at P2,045. 

‘San Miguel A-shares, restricted to Filipino 
investors, ended steady at P64. San Miguel B- 
shares, available to foreign investors, were 
down a peso at P80, AFP 
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BUSINESS 
Too low interest rates worry ING 


Seen making RP less competitive 


Philamlife '05 
profit up 44% 
By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


‘THE PHILIPPINE AMERICAN LIFE AND 
General Insurance Co. (Philamlife) , ће 
country's leading life insurer, said its 
consolidated net income grew 44 per- 
cent to P3.8 billion last year from P2.6 
billion a year ago. 

Philamlife also reported a record 
29.5 billion in gross revenue last year, 
up 5.3 percent from year-ago level. 

"The high net worth, Filipino-Chinese 
and overseas Filipino workers markets 
remain solid contributors to Philamlife's 
production. We also had a good year 
from our bancassurance operations,” 
Philamlife president Jose L. Cuisia, Jr. 
told reporters in a briefing yesterday. 

In particular, Philam Equitable Life As- 
surance Co. posted P989 million in total 
premiums in its second full-year opera- 
tion. Pelac is a partnership between Phil- 
amlife and Equitable PCI Bank. 

Cuisia said Pelac posted a 228-per- 
cent growth in first year premiums. 

Philamlifes pre-need affiliate, Phil- 
am Plans, maintained its leading posi 
tion in the pre-need industry with a 23 
percent market share in new sales. 

1: accounted for P4.63 billion or 23 
percent of the pre-need industry's total 
new sales of P20 billion last year. 

Despite the erisis of confidence that 
affected the pre-need industry, Philam 
Plans said its trust fund assets posted a 
P1.8- billion surplus in 2005. 

last year Philam Plans paid P550 
million in pension , education and life 
benefits last year. This year, it will pay 
P612 million. 

Philam Asset Management Inc. also 
posted a net income of P146.3 million 
last year or 13.5 percent higher than the 
previous year. 


By Michelle V. Remo 


THE PHILIPPINES WAS TOLD TO EXERCISE 
caution over the continued decline of domes- 
tic interest rates. 

ING Investment Management, a subsidiary of 
the ING Group, said that while the lower rates 
trim down the cost of government borrowings, 
they could also make the country less competitive 
in attracting investments. 

It noted that the amount by which interest 
rates were declining in the Philippines might 
not be commensurate with its credit rating. 

Tt said existing investors might opt to trans- 
fer their investments to countries perceived 
less risky than the Philippines and were offer- 
ing higher interest rate. 

“тЫ таев can only go so low because iit falls 
lower than inflation rate, then you don't have a 
real interest rate,” said PJ Garcia, chief invest- 
ment officer of ING Investment Management. 

The firm said the rate for the Philippines’ 
10-year bonds had already fallen 300 basis 
points in a span of only four months.” 

Early in the year, the 10-year Топа rate 


SMC securities 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


SAN MIGUEL CORP POSTPONED THE SALE 
ofits hybrid perpetual securities as it ordered а 
probe of claims that its beverage subsidiaries 
had overstated their sales figures. 

Tn a disclosure yesterday, San Miguel chief 
finance officer Ferdinand Constantino said 
the company had received an “anonymous 
and undated letter alleging overstated sales 
in one of its subsidiaries, Philippine Beverage 
Partners Inc. (Philbev).” 

Constantino said San Miguel's audit com- 
mittee had initiated the investigation tob be 
conducted by external, independent account- 
ing and law firms. 

“The total sales of Philbev was placed at 2.1 per- 
cent of SMC’ group-wide sales of P227 billion. 

Prior to the announcement, a market 


stood at 10 percent, now it is down to 7 per- 
cent," it added. 

‘The 91-day ТЫШ rate neared its four-year 
low and stood at 4.6 percent last April 17 be- 
fore settling at 4.62 percent the week after. 
‘The current Till rate is already lower than 
the country's inflation rate, which hit 7.6 per- 
cent last month. 

A lower-than-inflation interest rate means 
that whatever investors gain from investing in 
debt instruments would only be gobbled up 
by the increase in consumer prices. 

Rob Drijkoningen, head of ING's emerging 
markets debt group, said the Philippines should 
work on having a strong balance-of payments 
position to ensure that it was protected from the 
adverse effects of capital flight. 

‘The Bangko Sentral ng Pilipinas earlier re- 
ported that the country’s BOP position hit a 
surplus of $2,029 billion, which the central 
bank considers a healthy level. 

But while noting the downside of a declin- 
ing interest rate, ING acknowledged that the 
trend reflected the improving market confi- 
dence in the Philippines. 


sale postponed 


source said the SMC issue had attracted more; 
than $750 million of orders. 

"The deal, which will be callable in five 
years and at the end of each quarter there- 
after, was scheduled for pricing yesterday. 
The source said the issue size had yet to be. 
fixed. An e-mail sent to potential investors on 
‘Thursday said the offer would have a range of 
$300 million to $400 million. 

The indicative yield remained at 9.0 percent 
for the Philippine offering which banking 
sources said was the first hybrid issue from an 
Asian company other than financial institutions. 

Citigroup, Credit Suisse, Deutsche Bank DE 
and HSBC are joint bookrunners for the offer- 
ing, which is rated (P)Ba3 by Moody's In- 
vestors Service and B by Standard & Poor's. 

San Miguel is 20 percent held by Japan's 
Kirin Brewery. With a report from Reuters 


Sa pagpapaunlad 
Layunin ng Shell, 


barangay, saludo kay Mian ang Shell. 


malayo ang marating n'yo. 


Ang Narating ni 


Mian Añover. 


Sa kanyang layunin na 
maiangat ang antas ng 
pamumuhay sa Sitio 
Rustan, Barangay 
Langgam, San Pedro, 
Laguna, malayo ang 
narating ni Mian. 


Noong 2002, namulat 
si Mian sa kahirapan ` 
ng Sitio Rustan nang 
puntahan ang libing ng 
asawa ng kanyang 
Yaya Lita na tagaroon. 


Inampon ni Mian ang 
Sitio Rustan. Kasama 
ang kanyang mga 
kamag-anak at kaibigan, 
itinayo nila ang St. 
Josemaria Day Care 
Center at multi-purpose 
hall, nagsimula ng 
catechism classes at misa 
inggulinggo, medical- 
dental missions, ? 
livelihood seminars, at 
mga anim na buwang 
feeding program. 
Tinulungan din nilang 
maayos ang mga 
papeles ng mga nais 
magpakasal at 
maghanap ng trabaho. 
Nagtayo din sila ng 
small lending program 
para sa puhunan ng 
iba'tibang maliliit na 
negosyo. 

Isang halimbawa si Mian 
ng tunay na pagbibigay- 
tulong; bukal sa 
kalooban, walang 
hanap na kapalit. 
Layunin ng Shell na tulad 
niya, malayo ang 
marating n'yo. 
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Networking against cancer 


By Charles E. Buban 


E  COUGHS  FRE- 

quently, his breathing 

is labored, and the 
sound of his breath as he ex- 
hales is very noticeable—clear 
signs he is suffering from 
chronic obstructive pul- 
monary disease (COPD). 

But 65-year-old Soter Aytin woud 
rather go through this lifelong and cur- 
rently incurable condition than go back 
to a disease he has somehow managed 
to overcome: lung cancer. 

“It has been almost three years after 
my doctor told me my lungs were clear 
of cancer. My last followup visit a 
month ago confirmed the same,” said 
Aytin, who is currently taking medica- 
tions and undergoing rehabilitation to 
manage his COPD symptoms. 

According to Aytin, life after cancer is 
anything but ordinary. 

“You will be relieved to finish treat- 
ment, yet itis hard not to wony that the 
cancer might come back. It may take a 
while before your confidence in your own 
recovery begins to eel real,” Aytin said. 


Helping others. 

Aytin said he did not want other peo- 
ple to experience what he went 
through: being diagnosed with cancer, 
endless chemotherapy and rehab ses- 
sions and the feeling of anxiety while 
waiting for the results of each exam. 

He feels he has a responsibility to help. 
others realize that they may be exposing 
themselves to risks that could lead to cancer 

“In my own little way, I urge them to 
quit smoking [a primary risk factor for 
cancer] and ifthere isa chance, to share 
my story said Aytin. 

Thus, for more than a year now, he 


By Rafael R. Castillo, MD 


OSTEOPOROSIS IS A BANE OF POST- 
menopausal women. I have a 59-year- 
old patient who says her chest pains 
due to her heart problem are nothing 
compared to her unrelenting aches and 
pains due to her osteoporosis, She has 
also been admitted twice for fractures. 

Osteoporosis, which 
increases in frequency 
after menopause, is a 
condition wherein the 
bone becomes fragile due to loss of bone 
density. The bones turn into a porous 
structure that is more compressible like 
а sponge, rather than dense like a brick, 
‘which is the way strong, healthy bones 
should be. 

Bone fracture is therefore a frequent 
complication. Osteoporotic bones. can 
fracture with only a minor fall or injury or 
even just by lifting something heavy Some 
patients may develop stress fractures of 
the feet while just walking or stepping off 
a curb. A fracture can even occur during 
the course of normal daily activity. 

The fracture can either be in the form 
of cracking (as in a hip fracture) or col- 


MEDICAL FILES 


visits malls and public places in 
Muntinlupa where he lives to distribute 
mostly home-made posters and leaflets 
that urge people not to smoke. 

However, Aytin realized he needed 
the help of others to realize his goals. 

“We already have cancer support 
groups, but it would be beneficial if our 
legislators sponsor a bill creating a cen- 
ter for cancer research and prevention. 
With such an agency, more people will 
have access to the best available treat- 
ment options,” said Aytin. 


Cancer network 

At the moment, the closest sem- 
blance of such an agency in the Philip- 
pines is the C-Network (www.cnet- 
work.org.ph), an anticancer advocacy 
campaign established by the Depart- 
ment of Health, Philippine Cancer Soci- 
ety a number of private and public can- 
cer patient support groups and pharma- 
ceutical and diagnostics company 
Roche (Philippines) Inc. 


Getting over 


lapsing (as ina compression fracture of 
the vertebrae of the spine). Any skeletal 
bone in an osteoporotic patient can get 
fractured but the spine, hips and wrists 
are more common areas of osteoporo- 
sis-related bone fractures. 

The problem with osteoporosis is 
that it’s usually detected late, when the 
patient develops fractures. In such pa- 

tients, osteoporosis 
has been there for 
years already with nei- 
ther the patient nor 
her physician suspecting its presence. 


Severe pain 

‘A fractured vertebra of the spine can 
cause severe “band-like” pain that ra 
ates from the back to the side of the 
body The pain may not be severe 
‘enough, but if one has chronic low back 
pain, she should consult her doctor 
aboutit. 

Osteoporosis is a strong suspect if the 
pain is accompanied by loss of height or 
curving of the spine, which gives the in- 
dividual a hunched-back appearance 
called a “dowager hump.” 

There is no cure for osteoporosis, but 


The C-Network is an alliance of can- 
cer-focused individuals and organiza- 
tions that seek to enhance the stan- 
dards of care and education for cancer 
patients and their families in the Philip- 
pines, explained Dr. Gerardo Cornelio, 
vice president of the Philippine Society 
of Medical Oncologists. 


3rd leading cause of death 

Cornelio said the C-Network helps 
cultivate better relationships in the 
medical community, particularly those 
in medical associations and organiza- 
tions such as the PSMO. 

"This campaign is important consider- 
ing that cancer—with lung and 
colon/rectum cancer for both sexes and 
breast cancer in women topping the 
lise—is the third leading cause of death in. 
the country next only to infectious and 
cardiovascular diseases,” said Cornelio. 

“Our current understanding of the 
‘causes of cancer is incomplete since the 
disease develops gradually as a result ofa 


the ‘hump’ 


опе can prevent or retard its progres- 
sion to more severe stages. Sedentary 
women develop osteoporosis more 
than others. Regular exercise can help 
preventit. Weight-bearing exercises are 
particularly helpful, but the weight 
should just be light. Adequate calcium, 
vitamin D, and in some cases, medica- 
tions are important for maintaining 
bone health. 

Currently, bisphosphonates such as 
ibandronate (Bonviva), calcitonin, es- 
trogens and parathyroid hormone are 
approved by the US Food and Drug Ad- 
ministration for the prevention and/or 
treatment of osteoporosis. 


Bone remodeling 

Osteoporotic bones can be "remod- 
eled" to make them stronger. Bone re- 
modeling consists of two phases: bone 
resorption and bone formation. 

During resorption, special cells on 
the bone's surface dissolve bone tissue 
and create small cavities. During forma- 
tion, other cells fill the cavities with 
new bone tissue. When there is balance 
between bone resorption and forma- 
tion, there is no osteoporosis. When 


complex mix of factors related to envi- 
ronment, lifestyle and heredity” he said. 

"While some people are more sensi- 
tive than others to factors that can 
cause cancer, scientists have estimated 
that about 80 percent of all cancers are 
related to the use of tobacco products, 
to what we eat and drink or, to a lesser 
extent, to exposure to radiation or can- 
cer-causing agents in the environment 
and the workplace,” he said. 

Cornelio cited smoking, dietary im- 
balances (excess fat and calories; inad- 
equate intake of fruits, vegetables, fiber 
and calcium), and chronic infections 
leading to chronic inflammation (from 
hepatitis B and C viruses) as the three 
main causes of cancer. 

Cornelio said that through C-Net- 
work, they would be able to bring more 
groups and individuals together to get 
more inforination about cancer. Aytin 
has said that he intended to join the 
network to pursue his fight against the 
disease, and the factors that cause it. 


bone resorption is faster фар forma- 
tion, one develops osteoporosis. 

Bisphosphonates (alendronate, iban- 
dronate and risedronate), calcitonin 
and estrogens act by preventing bone 
resorption, and are classified as antire- 
sorptive drugs. These medications slow 
ог stop the bone-resorbing portion of 
the bone-remodeling cycle but do not 
slow the bone-forming portion of the 
суйе. 

Bisphosphonates prevent the break- 
down of bone by cells called osteo- 
clasts. In people who are at high risk for 
osteoporosis, bisphosphonates not only 
result in increased amounts of bone and 
bone strength, they also reduce the risk 
of hip fractures and other bone frac- 
tures. As a result, new formation cor 
tinues at a greater rate than bone re- 
sorption, and bone density may i 
crease over time. 

Some preparations of these drugs 
may be given just once a week or even. 
‘once a month as in the case of Bonviva. 
But it cant be overemphasized that 
maintaining a regular exercise is a post- 
‘menopausal woman's strong bet to pre- 
vent and retard osteoporosis. 


Why it’s still avian, not human, flu 


ACCORDING TO THE WORLD HEALTH 
Organization, avian flu, specifically the 
HSNI strain, has been reported in 
birds, both wild and tame, in Asia, Eu- 
rope, the Middle East and Africa since 
2003. As of April 21, the WHO has reg- 
istered 204 humans who have contract- 
ed the disease; 113 of them have died 
from the illness. 

Because those who are first on the 
scene are usually those who are first to 
be infected, it is not surprising to find 
that the patients have had contact with 
infected birds because they live and/or 
‘work with birds on a daily basis. 

‘The WHO is quick to point out that 
none of the patients actually got infect- 
ed by eating the birds. 

Back in February, Dr. Lee Jong-Wook, 
WHO director general, issued a state- 
ment saying that when poultry prod- 
ucts are safely handled and properly 
cooked, humans are not at risk of ac- 
quiring НМ) infection through food. 


Self test 

Unfortunately, scientists note in sev- 
eral research journals, the problem is 
that many people are not properly han- 
dling poultry. To find out whether or 
not you do, answer True or False to each 
statement below: 

1. Leat raw poultry and/or raw eggs. 

2.1 chop poultry and vegetables on 
the same chopping board without 
washing the board in between. 


Discover 
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3. Ido not wash my hands after han- 
dling raw poultry. 

4. 1 do not cook poultry thoroughly 
(the meat is still pink when served). 

5. 1 do not cook eggs thoroughly 
(runny yolks for sunny side-up eggs). 

If you answer “True” to any of the 
statements above and eat an infected 
chicken, the avian flu virus could still be 
transmitted to humans. 

Avian flu isn’t the only disease that 
could result from improper handling 
meat and eggs; food poisoning is also a 
likely occurrence. 


Of greater concern is the notion that 
humans infected with the avian HSN1 
flu could infett other humans. 

Dr. Luis Gomes Sambo, WHO regional 
director for Africa, noted during the open- 
ing of the regional meeting of the United 
Nations systems on the avian influenza sit- 
uation Jast March that “there would be a 
human influenza pandemic only if a mu- 
tated HSN] strain emerges...which has 
mot been the case, so far” 

New research might help ease these 
worries. 

In the March 23 issue of the journal 
Nature, researchers from the University 
of Wisconsin and the University of 
‘Tokyo propose a means of tracking flu 
strain mutations based on the differ- 
ences between cell receptors in human 
and bird respiratory systems and how 
they affect the HSN1 strain's ability to 
allow human-to-human transmission. 


Viruses need to enter a cell to repro- 
duce. Receptors serve as keys that let 
them bind to and enter the cells. With- 
out the receptors, a virus can’t enter a 
cell and replicate to pass the virus onto 
other cells and other hosts. 


Preferred receptors 

The researchers found that avian 
viruses like the HSN1 avian flu strain 
prefer to bind to SAalpha 2,3Gal recep- 
tors located in the alveoli, the small air 
sacs at the end of the bronchi 

Humans have these same receptors, 
which is why the virus ean be passed 
from animal to human. It turns out 
though that while human viruses can 
bind to these same receptors, they pre- 
fer the SAalpha 2,6Gal cell receptors in 
the bronchia, those long tubes that car- 
ty air into the lungs and end in alveoli 

Because the HSNI virus can only rep 
cate “efficiently” in the lower regions of 
the respiratory system, deep inside the 
lungs, it cant be passed on as quickly 
from person to person via coughing or 
sneeaing as a virus that replicates in the 
upper respiratory system. 

As preparations continue to be made. 
worldwide for a possible pandemic, the 
research suggests a means of monitor- 


"ing avian flu strain mutations. Remem- 


bering to handle the poultry and eggs 
properly can also go a long way toward 
helping prevent human-to-human 
transmission of the virus. 
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Fruits of our 
trees 


DURING THE NATION- 
al Inventors Week, the 
Outstanding Creative 
Research Award and 
Philips Most Promising 
Invention Award went 
to сососой, which came 
from the ubiquitous co- 
conut husk. Our farms 
produce 12 billion co- = 
cconut fruits (and husks) 
a year, and now these Queena N. 
could be put to even Lee-Chua 
better use. 

Made from fibers 
and pith of the coconut husk, the cococoir 
board is made without using any synthetic 
binder. Because of its high lignin content, co- 
cocoir has a natural binder. The Forest Prod- 
ucts Research & Development Institute (FPR- 
Di) and the Netherlands’ Agrotechnology and 
Food Innovations is now studying the com- 
mercial viability of this technology, backed by 
the UN Common Fund for Commodities. 

‘According to researcher Dwight Eusebio, 
the boards are stronger than many particle 
boards and because they are “binderless,” they 
are expected to be much cheaper. Hopefully, 
the product can eventually displace the lawan- 
it which we import at millions of dollars a year 


Eureka! 


Local wood industry 

Tree farmers and wood processors in Com- 
postela Valley are involved in the Integrated 
‘Woodworking Development Project to pro- 
duce wood-based products from gmelina and 
other fast-growing trees. These products сап 
be made into school desks, poles, pallets, fur- 
niture and lumber. Sponsored by the DOST, 
DTI, and DENR, the project aims to revitalize 
Southern Mindanao's wood industry. 

The Mabini Industrial Tree Plantation will 
serve as the anchor firm to small tree farmers 
and woodworking companies that will join the 
project. It has equipment and facilities and 
holds an Industrial Forest Management Agree: 
ment license for an area of 4,000 hectares. 

"Southern Mindanao's vibrant wood indus- 
try collapsed in the early 1980s due to scarce 
raw materials. This is no longer a problem as 
the government's reforestation program re- 
sulted in an influx of available wood, such as 
gmelina from tree farms and industrial plan- 
tations. We see this project as the key to revive 
the industry, bring income to tree farmers, 
and jobs to thousands in Compostela Valley 
and nearby provinces,” said FPRDI deputy di- 
rector Dominador Alonzo. 


Cashew nut 

More good news: The liquid from the shell 
of the cashew nut has been widely used in In- 
dia and Brazil to produce products such as 
brake lining of motor vehicles, industrial belts 
and clutches, heat- and water-proof paints, 
corrosion-resistant stove varnishes and spe- 
cial quality lacquers, electric cables and 
heavy-duty grinding and cutting discs. 

These applications are practically un- 
known here, but fortunately our chemists are 
currently studying ways to make the most out 
of the cashew nut, Researcher Mildred Fidel 
reports, “We found that the properties of local 
materials meet international standards.” 

The country produces 120 million kg of 
‘cashew nuts and 20 million kilos of their pre- 
cious liquid a year. 

Lastly, congratulations to Undersecretary 
Fortunato T. dela Peña, who received the Out- 
standing Career Executive Officer and Dangal 
ng Bayan award. He played a key role in for- 
mulating the National Science and Technolo- 
gy Plan for 2002 to 2020 and in instituting 
several e-Governance programs, like the еШ. 
brary project (which modernizes the National 
Library and the libraries of the DOST, Depart- 
ment of Agriculture, and Commission on 
Higher Education). 

His projects are "citizen-centric and user- 
friendly" including Pagasa's Interactive Cli- 
mate and Weather Information Network. 1 
have the good fortune of serving on the edito- 
rial board of the Philippine Journal of Sci- 
ence, which he chairs, and I am impressed by 
his dynamism and professionalism. 

“These news bits were excerpted from pieces giv- 
еп by the Science and Technology News Service. 
‘My thanks to Rizalina Агага! and Framelia Anonas. 
email: blessbook@yahoo.com 


ASK THE DENTIST 
Paul R. De Castro, ОМО 


- Baby face 
no more 


WHEN MY LITTLE BOY GOT HIS FRONT 
teeth at 7, he lost his baby face looks. Is this 
normal?—Shirely D. 


‘At age 6 to 9, the child's larger permanent 
front teeth start to erupt. As a result, there is 
more vertical growth of the facial skeleton on 
the upper part of the face, with the lower part 
giving way to a more longer facial shape com- 
pared to the previously round face. The face 
takes on a different dimension so your child 
loses his baby face. Its a transition from cute 
to a more mature look. Expect more skeletal 
changes as he gets older. 
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AirAsia's Super Deals promo 
AIRASIA, THE LEADING AND LARGEST LOW FARE 
airin in Asia, have launched s biggest onine cam- 
paign at wunairasie.com; unveling an excting range 
f super ow fare deals beginning from RMO 99. 
Guess can look forward to рап and book their traval 
‘eariy to take advantage of the irresistible low fare 
eals, even during festive seasons. In fact bookings on 
all sts domestic and iteration fights in the 
Super Deals promotions can also be made for travel 
right up to March 2007. Looking for good travel pack- 
ages with offers you value for money? In conjunction 
with the Super Deals promotions, AirAsia's Go Holiday 
Travel Packages are available trom RM78 per person. 
‘Check out goholiday.airasia.com for more details. The 
АгАза Super Deals promotion is only valid for online 
purchase at wwwwalrasa com, and valable for book- 
ing from Apr 18 to 30 for travel from June 15, 2006 
to March 24, 2007. is recommended that quests 
book early to avoid any disappointment as promotion- 
ai fares are usually taken up quicky. 


PSO-HNS midyear confab 
THE PHILIPPINE SOCIETY OF OTOLARYNGOLOGY 
Head and Neck Surgery, Bicol Chapter wil be hosting 
the Golden Midyear Convention with the theme: 
“Surgical and Medical Breakthrough", on Ара! 27 to 
29 at Casablanca Convention Center in Legazpi Ch. 
This affair is a big achievement for the Bicol Chapter 
considering that it опу has 15 members, one of the 
Smallest and youngest chapters nationwide. 


Made interior design contest 
THE METROBANK FOUNDATION, IN PARTNERSHIP 
with Federal Land, the Philippine Institute of Interior 
Designers, United Architects of the Philippines, and 
‘BluPint s inviting al registered interior designers 25 
1o 45years old to join the Metrobank Art & Design Bx- 
cellence National Competition or Made. Entries shouid 
be conceptual designs for a trevel housing unit us- 
ing the principle of sustainability, whereby materials 
used are not manufactured in exploitative ways, to 
Create a man-made habitat that mutually co-edst with 
the fouristing of nature. Two finalists wil be chosen 
to execute their design, which wil be separately spon- 
sored by Federal Land, and will vie for the Grand Prize 
f 150.000 pesos to be awarded у the foundation. 
Submission o entries starts Aprii uti May 12, atthe 
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Villa Feliza 
Homes 


bang Lapis Rood 
Paniora. Las Fons y 


SKIN DISEASES 
"ALLERGIES RE CURRENT 
UTL ALMORANAS. 
ERECTION PROBLEMS 
INFERTLITYMAPOTENCE 
|MOLEICYSTISCAR REMOVAL 
KELOOPAP SMEAR 
‘COMPLETE IBORATORY 
‘Gama Big, No. 8 Purdue, 
Cubao, QC. 
[OPEN 8 alto PU MON: 1o SAT. 


TTELSNOS#4392706, 
139474 


€— 
Casimiro Development 
CORPORATION 
Malos мәл 

FORTE REALTY 
cater 
+805-2310 4872-9982 


2874-0486 «871-8318 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER- 


People, Eventsc? Products 


РИО Secretariat, Л, Flomena BIdg. 104 Amorsolo 
St, Legaspi Vilage, Макай ity For queries, сай 898- 
8856 (Metrobank Foundation) or 867-1404 (РИО). 
Entry forms are avaliable in ай Metrobank branches. 
‘and at the РПО Secretariat Awarding ceremonies and 
‘exhibit wil be in September. 


TCNHS Alumni Homecoming 
‘THE TAGUM CITY NATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL (TC- 
NHS) High School Cass of 1980 is pleased to host the 
3th Alumni Homecoming on Sunday, May 7, 1 p.m. 
atthe school campus in Stio Mangga, Visayan Vilage, 
Tagum бу. The annual event, ih his ears theme 
“Doing is Humbe Stare Towards Community Devel- 
‘opment’, is expected to bring together the 36 batches 
that have graduated from the schoo! since з founda- 
tion in 1967. The event wil be ighighled by the 
recognionéawardng of TCNHS alumni with eem- 
mary performancalechievementin the community and 
field of expertise as мей as awarding of plaque of ap- 
preciaton/recogiion to te GPTA proxy end retiring 
2006 TCNHS faculty-2005 Bar passers and TCNHS 
alumni achievers. There wil be a motorcade at 1 pm. 
to be followed by а Mass afiar which the registration 
wil take piace then at 330 p.m. the Programme Prop- 
er wi start. To find out more about the homecoming. 
Ta lawyer за Mendez at 0917-7053797 and Maris- 
Sa M. Ordoñez at 0921-4040478. Tara na, magidaay, 
magkumustahay ug magtapok-tapok!” 


The St. Francis Towers’ US 


Road Show kicks off May 5 
THE ST. FRANCIS TOWERS, THE KUOK GROUP'S 
‘2nd self-funded residential condominium project, will 
be formally eunched in the U.S. via a Road Show 
which wil kick ofin Los Angeles at the Maniot Los 
Angeles Downtown on May 5 at 6 pm. The Road 
‘Show wil ake the S. Francis Sales Team ed by Susan 
Yu, director of sales, to Glendale at the Glendale Hilton, 
6 p.m., May 9; City of industry, Pacific Palms Conter- 
‘ence Resort, 6 p.m., May 11; Cerritos, Sheraton Cerri- 
tos Hote & Towne Cente, брт, May 12; San Diego, 
Town & Country Convention Resort, 6 p.m., May 15; 
Las Vegas, Suncoast Hotel & Casino, 3 p.m., May 19, 
Seat, Grand Hyatt Sat, 6 pm. Chicago, Mariott 
O'Hare, 6 p.m., May 25; New Jersey, Hyatt Regency 
Jersey City on the Hudson, З ат. May 27; Orlando, 
Hyatt Regency Orlando, Sam. June 3. In Northem 


Calfomiz: Burtingame, Hyatt Regen- 
oy SanFrancisco Aiport. 6pm, ду 
June & Santa Ciara Marriott, 
June16,6pm.andthe Z 
Courtyard Mariottin (44, 

Vallejo. Flipino-Ameri- 

caswhowisgnupon S 

the spot wil get a chance to 

"win free hotel stays in Makati 
Shangri-La, Edsa Shangri-La, 
Shangri-Las Mactan Island Resort & 

‘Spa and Traders Hotel. For more information, сай 634- 
8080 or 634-8111 or tol-ree 1-800-592-0609 (from 
the US) or log on to www-thestirancistowers.com. 


Cotton Stuff Baby promo 
COTTON STUFF BABY, A PREMIER RETAILER OF 
infants’ citing and other essentials ofer s summer. 
promo that gives shoppers the chance to take home a. 
med ection 10-ресе Baby Essentials Git Set worth 
over P1 300. A minimum single receipt purchase of 
P100 от Cotton Sf branches located atthe In- 
fant’s Wear Section of 20 SM Department Stores enti- 
les the shopper to one tracking card. Each time an ad- 
опа P100 wort of tes is purchased, shoppers 
wil receive a stamp on the card. Once ten stamps have 
been accumulated, simply surrender the card and the 
Coton Stutt Baby Essentials Git Set в yours for tree. 
The limited edition gift set contains a t-shirt, diaper 
pants, bodysuit, bib, leggings, burp cloth, booties, mit- 
tens and 2 pieces of washcloth. Tracking cards may be 
claimed from April 1 to 30, while stamps and the gift 
set may be redeemed from Apr 1 to June 1. 


Novia launches Mark & 


Kenneth via men's forum 

IN ITS ADVOCACY TO AROUSE ENTREPRENEURI- 
‘al courage, Novia - one of the fastest growing busi- 
ness networks in the country - launches additional. 
line of skin care products specifically formulated for 
‘men, Branded as Mark & Kenneth, these products 
are made of organic and natural ingredients and will 
be launched through a men's forum dubbed as. 
"Men: Exposed" on April 29 at Maku Hari Entertain- 
‘ment Center in Malate. With coach Ryan Gregorio 
of Purefoods, as one of the panelists, the forum is 
expected to enlighten the audience on the things 
that challenge and confront Filipino men. 


— 


URGENTLY NEEDED 


* ELECTRICAL ENGINEER 
* SAFETY ENGINEER 


Interested applicants may call at: 


8814563 / 8814569 / 8814549 


WE BUY 
at HIGH PRICE 
ROLEX 
HIS & HERS Walch Center 
GoldCrest Bldg. 
Glorietta? 
5546593 5097081 
0917-8473744 


BUY'SELL'PAWN 


WATCHES 
JEWELRY 


HIGHEST APPRAISAL 
8040484/8342886 


OBITUARIES .. 


In Loving Memory 
оп the Fifth Death Anniversary of 


VIRGINIA C. SY GRAPILO 


| 


(anuary 03, 1949 - April 29, 2001) 


of 


San Jose, Occidental Mindoro; 
Pawikan, Cabucgayan, Biliran; 
Carigara, Leyte 
Her surviving spouse, jag: children René and Miranda (nee de Quiroz) and Raúl; parents 
Santos (1) and Esperanza Sy; parents-in-law Ex-Mayor Herculano (f) and Rosario (t) 
Aguila Grapilon; sisters Mely and Dr. Ely and brother-in-law Engr. Omar Costibolo, 


‘brother Engr. Danny; brothers-in-law 
Atty. Fe Agi 


life to pray for the eternal repose of her soul. 


VIRGILIO C. MARIANO 


Retiree of United Laboratories, Inc. 


Peacefully joined bis Creator 
оп April 26, 2006 at the age of 73. 


His body lies in stare 
at the Loyola Memorial Chapel, 
Guadalupe. Interment will be 
announced later. 


‘and sisters-in-law Atty. Jun and Baby Lagunzad, 
la Grapilon (t), Engr. Jess (t) and Paz Sabay, Leo (1) and Atty. 
Grapilon; her relatives request her friends and those who loved her and became part of her 


iyn 


i 


CLASSIFIEDS. 


Parthenon Inc. 
Wanted for Immediate Hiring 


1 - Korean/English Translator 
1 - Korean/Japanese Tagalog Translator 
1 - Japanese/Malaysian Transiator 
Гета 
+ FemalefMate (not more han 35 years cd] 
1 Colege graduate wih at leas! 5 years experience 
Interested applicants should send Рей resumé with 
2x2 picture and credentials o 
LABOR AND EMPLOYMENT CENTER 
Вос. 255, Subic Bay Metropoitan Auihonty 


with at least 2 years experience 
and not more than 45 years old 
Apply at #437-D A. Juan St., 
‘San Juan, Metro Manila 
ог сай 725-1114 


For as Low as P10,045 а momh 
829-508] » 810-6960 827-2309 - 0916-2614819| 
Essi Dewlopment Forte Realty 


i LAS... 
BICOLANO WINS P 100,000 IN MINOLA PROMO 
Emmanuel Borillo from Daraga, was supervised by BFAD Repre- 
Albay wins P100,000 in the first sentative Julie Aguihap. The 
weekly draw of Minola's Sarap Sarap Manalo, Sarap Minola is an 
Manalo, Sarap Minola promo. Bo- on-going text promo of Minola 
fillo's winning number came from Cooking Oil. Consumers can send 
a purchase of the takal-tingi pack. іп their entries by keying in the 
The winning number combination unique code found on Minola 
was picked by Dr. Tony У. Сопсер- packs. There will be 16 weekly 
cion- VP for domestic marketing, winners of P100,000 each and a 
and lawyer Narciso P. Nario, VP гапо draw winner of P1 million. 
for corporate services. The draw Promo runs until August 8. 


UMC ANNOUNCES 5-YEAR PLAN 


Universal Motors Corp (UMC) re- 
vealed in a press briefing their 5- 
year plan including the introduc- 
tion of 8 new models, 3 of which 
are replacement models and 5 аге 
completely new lines which in- 
cludes а good mix of full SUV, 
MPV/ crossover, vans/ mini van. 
and pick-up trucks. In photo are 
UMC president Richard L. Lee, 
Nissan Asia Pacific Pte Ltd (NAP) 
vice president Toshimitsu Nose 
(representing Nissan Global) and 
UMC senior vice president for 
marketing Elizabeth Н. Lee. 


LOURDES SCHOOL OF MANDALUYONG 
Siue Bis. Greens Mandaluyong City 1552 
‘Webpage Address wm edu ph 
Pasig Сту 1605 
112 
URGENTLY NEEDED!!! 
HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS 
MAJOR IN : ENGLISH 
CHRISTIAN LIFE EDUCATION 


GUIDANCE COUNSELORS prererasLY mate) 
MALE NURSE 
APPLICANTS MUST BE CATHOLIC, NOT MORE THAN 35 YEARS 
OLD, WITH ABOVE AVERAGE SCHOLASTIC RECORDS AND MUST 
HAVE PASSED THE PROFESSIONAL BOARD FOR TEACHERS 
COME FOR PERSONAL INTERVIEW STARTING MAY 5 ONWARDS 


FROM 8:00 — 11 A.M. AND BRING YOUR TRANSCRIPT 
ОЕ RECORDS. 


Dad, а day isn’t a day without your 
daily dose of news. So here's one that's 
sure to make the headlines: 


HAPPY BIRTHDAY DAD!!! 


From: Mommy, Akang, Iking, Chino, 
Caloy, Arnold, Toto, Linda, Mel, 
Inday 


^ OBITUARIES 


оп April 23, 2006. 
your sympathy through your prayers. 


‘Avenue, Quezon City. 
Interment will be on May 3, 2006. 


Her husband Manoling: children and grandchildren ask for 


Her remains li in state at St. Peter Memorial Chapels, Quezon 


“Our Dearly Beloved” 


RAMONA TAN DE VEYRA 


of Tacloban, Samar and Tamaraw, Leyte 
who passed away in the Grace of our Lord 


ENS 


Death Notice 


JOFFRE CABALLERO MENDOZA 


her beloved husband Teofilo H. Talavera, Sr. 
on April 27, 2006 at the age of 101. 


She is survived by her children; Gabriela and Felix Santos t, 
Ret. Judge Teofilo, Jr. and Dr. Aurea Reyes, Trinidad and 
Rodolfo Janolo, Carmen and Godofredo Velayo, Elsa and 
Fredesvindo Ramoso, Judge Tomas and Leticia Binuya, 


CARMEN s. moto ^. 


Faleci en la gracia de Dios 
Apri 2008 
ola aded 95 
Ses desconsolsdo: sobnna: СЫ, 
ика, Clas, IR у Charo, bisnietos. 


I 


inni y 


| Rita Bolisay Talavera 


Gen. Tinio Nucva Ecija and Cabanatuan City 


Born March 6, 1917 - Died April 26, 2006 

He is survived by Fidel & Amelia Siapno, Erwin & 
Priscilla Walser; grandchildren Michaclangelo & Marie 
Antonette, Rev. Fr. Raphael, Gabriel & Ma. Gracia, Ma. 
Angelica, Jennifer, Jeffrey; and great-grandchildren Patricia, 
Pamela, and Isabella 

His brothers, sisters, their families and relatives request 
to pray for the cternal repose of his soul. 

Funeral Mass will be on May 3, 2006 at 9 a.m. at St. 
Raphael Parish Church, Legazpi City, Albay. Interment 
follows at Bicol Memorial Park. 


‘Aden, sobrinos y domas fmi roga ила orc 
ore cero descanso de su shna. быз de coto 
кекте ев ш less Holy Tony Parish, Chopin 
So ea ub, Сарно Пац, Quezon Cty 
entero sera 2.00 pm, отец, Abi 30, 
200, Nach Conese, Manso Roco, La Lars 


More Classified Ads on 


Linda and Lorenzo Aleta t and Engr. Teofilo III and 
Dr. Estrella Galvez, grandchildren and great grandchildren. 


Her remains lic in state at the Knigh 
Burgos Avenue (in front of Nueva Есі 
NENHS) Cabanatuan City. Interment will take place at the 
Sagrada Familia Memorial Park on May 02, 2006, Tuesday 
after the 8:00 A.M. Mass at the St. Nicholas Cathedral, 

Ji, Cabanatuan City. 


"Ob, that men would give thanks to 
the Lord for His goodness.” 
Psalm 107:8 


has joined her Creator and 


s of Columbus Hall, 
National High School 


Pages A23, A24, B2-2 & B2-3 
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Meat firms commit to hold off price increases 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


MEAT MANUFACTURERS HAVE 
committed to keep prices of their 
affordable products, but said they 
might be forced to increase prices 
of their high-end products by at 
least 25 centavos due to soaring 
prices of tin plates. 

This was disclosed by the Phili 
pine Association of Meat Proces- 
sors of the Philippines Inc. (Pampi), 
"whose 32 member-companies in- 
dude San Miguel Foods Corp., 
Purefoods-Hormel, Swift Foods 
Inc. and CDO-Foodsphere Inc. 


Low-end products to be spared from adjustments 


Virginia Foods Inc. and Pampi 
president Felix O. Tiukinhoy Jr. 
said in an interview that the in- 
dustry has committed to hold off 
increases in the prices of their af- 
fordable line of canned meat 
products, such as corned beef, 
and frozen meat products, such 
as hotdogs in the next three 
months. 

However, if tin plate importers 
would again inerease their prices, 
the meat processing industry 


would have to jack up prices of 
their high-end line, said Francis- 
со Buencamino, Pampi executive 
director. 

Tiukinhoy said the meat pro- 
cessing industry could only com- 
mit to absorb additional costs due 
to the increase in the expanded 
value added tax. 

He said that 65 percent of their 
products target the C, D, and Ein- 
Come segments. 

"We could not afford to lose 


these market segments, [we] 
would rather absorb the cost,” 
Buencamino said. 

Pampi's 32 meat processing 
companies have combined annu- 
alrevenues of P6S billion. 

Commercial poultry raisers are 
also holding back price increases 
for fear of losing more sales. 

тһе Philippine Association 
Broiler Integrators Inc. has thus 
urged the government to consider 
‘suspending the implementation of 


the expanded Value Added Tax. 
“It would be of help to the in- 
dustry because as of now, we 
could not afford to loose the mar- 
ketthat would further scale down 
our profitability" said Pabi presi- 
dent Rita Imelda Palabyab. 
Pabi, whose members include 
San Miguel Foods Corp. Univer- 
sal Robina Corp, RFM-Swift 
Foods Corp, Tyson AgriVentures, HIGHER tin can prices may lead 
account for 70 percent of local toanincreasein prices of high- 
poultry supply. end canned goods. 


We were the first family to bulld à bome at Ayala Alabang back in 1 978. It took a lot of imagination and courage 
“Yor tis to see the potential th what you may call a very young village back then. But like many decisions l'ue made 


4 т my life, it's really just a matter of foresight апа faith, Somehow I knew that Ayala Alabang was the Next Big Thing дү AL A 
| then. That was the best investment Гое made in ту life, Until now My investment adventure Continues at tbe latest n etatis 
Next Big Thing from Ayala Land Premier-Ayala Westgrove Heights. The best from Ayala Land just got better. lestgrove Heights 


Call; 728 -7000 E "ayala-salesiayalaland. com.ph “www. ayalalandpremier, com. 


УХ AyalaLafdPremier 


“When it comes to spotting 
The Next Big Thing, 
you can probably call me an expert.” 


Mr. Joselito Santos Ayala 


el 


By Charles E. Buban 


OME DEVELOPER 

Jardine Land is tapping 

into an increasing de- 
mand for high-end residential 
homes in its Greenwoods Vi 
lage, a predominantly middle 
market community in Dasmari- 
fias, Cavite, 

Orlando Diaz, Jardine Land VP for sales 
and marketing, believes that the time isal- 
so right for an upscale housing develop- 
ment like Norfolk Ridge Residential Estate 
fo be built within the Greenwoods Village 
vicinity 

“I think that its a good opportunity right 
mow. For the past years we are being 

ith inquiries about home pack- 
prices are already in the up- 


NORFOLK Ridge will e separated by a buffer garden near the entrance. 


Norfolk Ridge would offer only 132 
house and lot packages. 


More quality homes 
“We noticed that more than the price 
i now want 
more quality homes—metcul 
) materials used as well as 
chitecrual design. We are providing all of 
Norfolk Ridge,” Diaz assures. 
‘There will be three models available: 


the P6.2-millio 
room Longleaf Pine (with 
floor area on 225-sq-m lot), the P5.9 two- 


room Spruce Pine (with 17 
floor area on a 150-sq-m lot). 

In comparison, Greenwoods Village 
home packages go up to around P4 mi 
lion. 


FOR THOSE SELECT FEW LIVING A LIFE OF GRANDEUR: 


SIZE MATTERS 


wihi 


The first of Brittany's Hom 


Kalian architectural design 
in grand dimensions. With th 
Get vo know the y 


ASO 286% 


n 323 201 2130284 + 


боза $741 US 


fine Masters Cullection, you have а home that expresse 


Masterpiece Collection, luxury come 


nd 850 вух im the Philippine 


Direct 


the Masters Collection take 


d renders everything 


"Not only bigger and more elegant 
houses, a high-end development like No 
folk Ridge has to be in a good location with 
interesting features," Diaz says. 


Buffer garden 

For Jardine Land's latest project, its 
377 hectare area is located adjacent to the 
west boundary of Greenwoods Villages 
phase one and a buffer garden at the en- 
trance was developed to separate the 
whole property to the rest of the village. 

‘The buffer will also serve as a breathing 
space where residents could stroll or medi 


Greenwoods Village, we se 


of the land as very unique for developing 
an exclusive enclave. its surrounded by 
lots of trees and its topography is just per- 
fect for the kind of an upscale gated com- 
munity we are envisioning,” Diaz says. 


THE THREE Northfolk Ridge 
model units with the P6.2 
million Longleaf Pine flanked 
by the P5.9-million Meadow 
Pine (left) and P5.8-million 
Spruce Pine 


Access to amenities 

He adds that furure residents of Norfolk 
Ridge will be given access to Greenwoods 
Villages already existing amenities and fa- 
cilities, including sports and leisure cen- 
ters, basketball court and dayspring gar- 
dens (amphitheater, footbridge and fish- 
ing area). 

"And if the resident want to go out, 
Norfolk Ridge is near recreational es- 
tablishments like the Enchanted King 
dom, and is just a short distance away 
from fine beaches of Caylabne, Puerto 
Azul or first-class golf courses South- 
woods, 

Highlands,” shared Diaz. 

Jardine Land, with its develop: 
sidiary, Jardine Properties Inc. is a joint 
venture formed by five leading companies: 
Jardine Davies Inc., San Miguel Properties, 
Hong Kong Land, Metropolitan Bank and 
‘Trust Co. and Equitable Bank. 
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Start making your 
home green 


MANY, COUNTRIES ANE NOW ‘GOING 
green." The phrase, which suggests environ- 
mental awareness, sa topic hotly debated in 
various sectors due to its impact on the peo- 
ple and the environment. These countries are 
concemed with many issues such as how 
their buildings and homes use energy, how 
their health is affected by staying indoors for 
extended periods, how irees and vegetation 
improve their quality of life 
‘and how they can continue 
using up the earth's re- 
sources without depleting 
them, In many cases law- 
makers, green advocates and 
ordinary people clash as they 
debate on these pressing is- 
sues. 

Unfortunately many of 
the people in this country 
from various economic and social levels, are 
indifferent to these environmental con- 
cerns. This is very tragic. Our environmental 
‘woes will not disappear if we turn our backs 
оп them. They will only get worse. People 
simply have to know what "going green" 
means to get started. 


Change way of thinking 
There are several steps to start making 
your home green. The first step, probably 
the hardest for most people, is changing 
ones way of thinking. "Going green" 
means, accepting the notion that there is a 
better way of doing things, especially in re- 
lation to what we do to the environment. 
We must be aware that everything we do 
has a direct impact on our surroundings. 
What we must do is to minimize that im- 
pact, to allow us to “st lightly” on the land. 
This also means leaming to adopt new 
technologies that are now available to help 
improve our lives while protecting the envi- 
ronment. These may not necessarily be 
high-tech innovations. Basic principles like 
oviding light-colored roofing to allow so- 
lar heat to bounce off, thermal insulation 
and exhaust outlets in ceilings to allow hot 
air to flush out, are green strategies that 


can be easily adopted. Or it can be as simple 
as adding a roof overhang on a west-facing 
window. Investing in some of these tech- 
nologies also translate into monetary sav- 
ings in the long run from reduced energy 
costs. 


What strategies to adopt 
‘The next step is to determine what green 
saregies to абор 
This may not be as 
ficult as it sounds. In 
some cases, the answer. 
may be quite obvious. 
JF water is a problem in 
the area, then water re- 
cyding or rainwater 
harvesting may be the 
top priority. If the goal 
is to reduce energy consumption, it may 
mean switching from incandescent lamps 
to the more efficient compact fluorescent 
lamps or CFL. If replacing several lamps 
cannot be done at one time, then it can 
done gradually. 

‘Another way is to replace power-hun- 
gry appliances, like old erem and 
55 ное. Obviously, budget соп- 
straints will dictate what should be the 
priorities in this area. 


Analyze payback 

After determining what green strate- 
gies to adopt, the next step is to analyze 
the payback period or the number of years 
itwill take fora strategy to be economical- 
ly worthwhile. 

Savings can be derived for example 
from the drop in energy consumption by 
switching from incandescent lamps to 
compact fluorescent lamps. Studies for a 
typical urban household have shown that 
this strategy can mean monthly savings 
equivalent to a month's water bi 


Monitor your savings 
‘Once the systems are in place, the next 
step is to take note of your savings. This 


AN EAST-WEST orientation on the long axis of the house provides minimal solar exposure. This house in Green Meadows designed 
for local climate enjoys large window and door openings for natural lighting and good ventilation. The use of local wood and other 
green materials contribute to a healthy home environment. 


step is crucial since it will help maintain 
the efficiency initiative that has been start- 
ed. This will also help protect the invest- 
ments as the new measures are evaluated. 
Again, this need not be difficult to do. 

‘A simple comparison of the monthly wa- 
ter and electricity bills with that of the pre- 
‘vious month's billings will reveal how ef. 
fective the strategies are, irrespective of 
‘whether the savings were derived from the 
additional roof insulation or the replace- 
ment of an old air-conditioning unit. 


Consider health benefits 

‘When analyzing the return on investment 
of any of the strategies, other factors should 
also be considered like improved building 
‘comfort and improved quality of life. 

For example, by ensuring that the home 
is well-ventilated, thermal comfort is at- 
tained and whats more, toxic elements 
that may have accumulated from interior 
furnishings and finishes can be flushed 
ош. In many cases natural ventilation can 
easily be derived by simply providing 
openings at both ends of the home where 
air flow is unimpeded. 

Our health can also be affected by elec- 
tropollution caused by the wiring that 


runs around our home as well as the type 
of appliances and gadgets that we use. If 
we constantly surround ourselves with 
these electronic devices, especially in our 
bedrooms, we are exposing ourselves un- 
necessarily to electromagnetic waves, a 
leading concern of reliable studies that 
point out its link with high incidence of ill- 
ness and cancer. 


Home's value 

Aside from health benefits, a home's 
value is increased when green strategies 
and measures are installed. 

‘The health and economic benefits be- 
come attractive to would-be tenants and 
buyers if and when the owners have to 
move somewhere else. 


Behavioral attitude 

Habits or lifestyles of people can also 
have a direct impact on how green our 
homes can be. For example, itis very im- 
practical to wear thick clothing simply be- 
Cause our room is air-conditioned, instead 
of maintaining a slightly warmer tempera- 
ture while wearing lighter clothes. An elec- 
tric fan may be enough to cool а room 
when the weather is not too hot. 


ARDEJESUSAASSOCHTES 


Another habit for some people isto fill 
up the bathtub with gallons of water so 
they can cool off to avoid the summer 
heat. Perhaps a more efficient and practi- 
cal way would be to take a shower to cut 
down on the use of water. Or one can use 
the nearest swimming pool facilities. 

Growing exotic plants and maintaining 
large areas of grass, especially blue grass or 
Bermuda grass, that use up enormous quan- 
tities of water is not a green practice. 


Integrated approach 

While keeping our own heritage of re- 
gional styles and individual characteris- 
tics, we can aim to make our homes 
healthy by staying in contact with fresh 
air, sunlight and good views. Green homes 
are sited and designed with local climate 
in mind. They are resource efficient and 
place little demands on the earth by not 
wasting energy and water 

Healthy homes have good indoor air 
quality largely due to sustainable design 
and green building materials used. This 
healing type of architecture is absolutely 
destined to be the wave of the future. 

For comments or inquiries, 
amadodejesusQgmail com. 


email 


Enjoying your home minus those irksome termites 


LIVING IN A POSH SUBDIVISION 
doesn't guarantee that one will en- 
joy a pest-free existence in that en- 
vironment. Lourdes Dosch didn't 
notice the termites gorging on her 
40-year-old house until it was al- 
most too late. One such sign of in- 
festation was the surprisingly weak 
living room floor, which has result- 
ed in some embarrassing incidents. 
"It got so bad already, you'd be 
afraid to walk on my old wooden 
floor with high heels," she shares. 


Culprits 

As one of the original houses in 
that Makati village, the Dosch resi- 
dence has had its share of renova- 
tion and redesigning. But Lourdes 
took the problem seriously when 
the family discovered the culprits 
to their weakened floor. 

Says Lourdes: "When we were 
renovating, we discovered the ter- 
mites. They were taking out sec- 
tions of the house. They're insidi- 
ous, those things. I was afraid they 
would get to my paintings!” 

She discovered that some pesti- 
cides, however, were merely stop- 
gaps to this relentless series of at- 
tacks. But she worried that these 
chemicals with sickening residual 
odors might harm her family and 
their menagerie of dogs, cats and 
fish. 

“Before, I would get rid of ter- 
mites for a few months with other 


Lovely Paris 


PARIS, MANY PEOPLE SAY, IS THE 
most romantic city in the world. The 
sweet aroma of love permeates the 
whole city. A sparkling glass of red 
‘wine caps lunch with a beloved. A 
candlelight dinner is best reserved at 
the glitzy Ritz. And of course, a pas- 
sionate kiss can be exchanged at the 
top of the Eiffel Tower amid the glit- 
tering lights of Paris enchanting 
nightscape. 

The romantic atmosphere of 
Paris will soon be experienced here 
in the country with the launch of 
South Forbes Golf City’s newest 
project, Chateaux de Paris. Said 
Cathay Land president Jeffrey Ng: 


means, mostly sprays, and they 
would’ appear again,” she says. 
“They would be effective at the 
start, and after a while they 
wouldnt work anymore. Га get 
frustrated again. I was also scared 
that my pets would be harmed.” 


Recommended 

She looked into an option that 
some of her friends recommended. 
“I was asking around about Sentri- 
con, and after much contemplation 
and shopping around, 1 decided to 
get it" Lourdes recounts. "They 
Were advertising it in the newspa- 
pers. Now, I think its worth it be- 
Cause after a few months, they 
were all gone. I promised them 
new customers, and I got them to 
ty it, It was really effective and its 
worth the money.” 

According to Gladez Ilao-Talav- 
era, sales manager of Dow Agro- 
Sciences, there are six different 
types of termites in the Philippines, 
but only one kind was responsible 
for this particular onslaught. Says 
Gladez: "The very destructive Cop- 
totermes Vastator or commonly 
known as ‘Philippine milk termite’ 
became Lourdes's problem. When 
they eat, nothing is left of the 
wood. From the surface, you might 
assume that the wood is healthy. 
But when you knock on them, 
theyre -already hollow because 
they've been eaten away. Their in- 


festation is very rapid. Almost 80 to 
90 percent of urban areas are in- 
fested by this termite species." 

She adds that Sentricon's unique 
Colony Elimination System effec- 
tively baited these termites at a 
carefully monitored stations. Once 
termites start feeding in the sta- 
tions, they will spread the bait to 
the whole colony. The bait contains 
a substance that prevents the molt- 
ing process of termites so they can't 
grow. In time all termites in the 
colony will be affected by the bait. 
and die. 


dle Sentricon components won't be 
able to pass them. Sentricon oper 
tors have to undergo another pro: 
cess of exams after passing their 
Fertilizer and Pesticide training. If 
homeowners want to confirm ifthe. 
technicians who work on their 
homes are authorized, then we can 
present their authorization certifi 
cates.” 


Accredited 

One such accredited techni 
cian/sales representative of Vira 
Pest Inc. is Melvin Sanchez who 
surveyed the Dosch property three 
years ago, and discovered consid- 
erable damage at the back of the 
house and at the front door. "We 
recommended the Sentricon sys 
tem because liquid pesticides 
would just endanger her pets,” 
Melvin discloses. “I explained то 
Mrs. Dosch the benefits of using 
Sentricon, and three months after 
we installed the baiting technology, 
the results were good. During in 
spections, we noticed that the ter 
mites were gradually being elimi- 
nated inside the baits, and their 
movements have’ noticeably 
slowed down. The active ingredi- 
ents killed them all. After one year, 
the contract was renewed for the 
future protection and monitoring 
of the property.” Vira Pest (tel. 728. 
3174, 834-2494 and 728-4545) is 
Sentricon authorized operator. 


inspires new South Forbes project 


vides a strong dramatic approach. 
Cobblestone paving, formal rows 
of trees, and a feature wall along 
the approach immediately bring 
about the feeling of a French-in- 
spired development. A fountain at 
the middle of the gate and abun- 
dant lighting at night to accentuate 
the property are other French de- 
sign concepts that have been incor- 
porated in the plans. 

Three model chateaus—Cham- 
bord, Fontainebleau and Chantil- 
ly—all named after famous royal 
chateaus in Paris, will make home- 
buyers appreciate and fall in love 
with all things French. Chambord 
"Our newest innovative project at will feature interiors reminiscent of 
South Forbes will feature homes in- traditional Parisian elements such 
spired by the grandeur ofthelovely as intricate © drawings. 
Чу of Paris. Sprawling gardens Fontainebleau will have modern 
"will be reminiscent of Paris’ land- furnishings, thus featuring straight 
scaped parks and flowers from all lines, while Chantilly will have a 
colors of the spectrum." contemporary style with ultra sleek. 

furnishings like those of French in- 
génue Philippe Starck. 

Meanwhile, the landscaping for 
the entire Cháteaux de Paris rein- 


Ü ransCo 


Republic ofthe Philippines 
National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Service Contract for the Parcollary Survey, Relocation and 
Subdivision Survey of the Affected Main/Sub-lots of Kirahon - 
Maramag 230 kV Transmission Line Project 
Ref. No. РВ060202.РРО008 
4. The National Transmission Corporation (TransCo]. trough the C¥2006 
Corporate Budget Intends to apply the sum of P4,320,000.00 being the 
Approved Budget for the Contract (ABC) to payments under the contract for 
‘Service Contract for the Parcellary Survey, Relocation and Subdivision 
Survey of the Affected Main/Sub-lots of Kirahon - Maramag 230 kV. 
Transmission Line Project / PR No. ESD-06-000013813. Bids received in 
xcess ofthe ABC shal be automaticaly rejected at the opening of the financial 
proposals. 
‘The TransCo now calis fòr ihe submission of Letters of Intent (LOIS) кот 
potential Bidders to apply for etit and short sting for Sclence Contract 
{or the Parcellary Survey, Relocation and Subdivision Survey of the 
‘Affected ttain/Sub-lets of Kirahon - Maramag 230 kV Transmission Line 
Project Interested consultants must submit their LOIS on or before May 14, 
2006 from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. at the address below and secure the 
Eligility Documents therefram by paying the nonrefundable fee of PhpS00.00. 
Applications for eibi wil be evaluated on a "passitai" basis. The last day 
for the submission of the accomplished Eligibilty Documents shall be on the 
date of he opening of Eigibiity Documents: May 15, 2006 at 10:00 a.m. at the 
addross below. Only those that are short fisted wil be entitled to submit ids. 
‘The ВАС shali draw up the shor ls of consultants from those who have 
submitted LOls and have been determined as eligible both in accordance with 
the provisions of Republic Aet 9184 (R.A. 9184) and ls Implementing Rules 
‘and Regulations Part А (IRR-A). The criteria and rating system for short listing 
a) Applicable Experience of the Firm - 
(b) Qualification of Personnel to be 
Assigned to the Job : 
(e Current Workload Relative to Capacity and 
Equipment Capability + 30 Points 
Nole : The bidders who shall meet the minimum score of 70 points shall be 
included in the short ls, provided thatthe bidder's meets the required 
minimum requirements in any of the above criteria. Bidders who fail to 
meet the minimum roquiremenus in any of the above 
{Zero (0) point on the said criteria and said bidders shali be 
isqualfied. 
Lots must be delivered by hand, through тай, or facsimile to tha address below 
from 8:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on or before May 14, 2006. 
Bidding wil be conducted through open compative bidding procedures as 
specified in the IRR-A of R.A. 9184, and Is restricted, unless otherwise stated 
TG Flipino cltzens or organizations with at least sixty percent (60%) interest 
belonging to citizens ofthe Phitppines. In accordance wih IRR-A of R A. 9184, 
‘only bids from shor listed consultants will bo opened. The process for the 
гому check is described in the Elgibity Documents. In accordance with 
the IRR-A of R.A. 9184 the contract ий only be awarded о the Highest Rated 
‘end Responsive Bidder who was determined as such during post qualfcation. 
The PROCURING ENTITY shall evaluate bids using the Quallly-Cost Based 
Evaluation/Selection (QCBE/QCBS) procedure. The PROCURING ENTITY 
‘shall Indicate the weights to Бе allocated for the Technical and Financial 
Proposals. The criteria and rating system for the evaluation of bids shall bo 
provided in tho Instructions to Bidders. 
Interested consultants may obtain further information from TransCo at the 
‘address given below from 8:00 a.m. to 500 p.m. 
The contact shall be completed within one hundred ойуму (180) calendar. 
days from the date of acceptance of Purchase Order. 
TransCoreserves tho right to rect any and ali bids, annul the bidding process, 
or not award the contract at any time pror to contract award, without thereby 
incurring any labity to tho effected bidder or bidders. 
National Transmission Corporation, Head Office Region 
Mr. OSCAR M. CAMERINO 
MMD Office, GIF TransCo Maln Bldg. 
Powor Cantor, Quezon Ave. comer BIR Road, 
Diliman, Quezon City 
Tel, No.: (632) 881-2206 / Fax No. (632) 922-8432 
Website: wwew.transco.ph 


Major investment 

“Its a major investment, so you 
have to choose the right applica- 
tors, or authorized pest control op- 
erators," Gladez explains. "You also 
have to look at the value of the 
house. If they're just going to use 
spraying methods, or they're going 
to hire someone who's not techni- 
cally capable of handling new bait- 
ing products, then the investment. 
will be wasted. We encourage prop- 
erty owners to look for the Sentri- 
con authorized operators.” 

Dow AgroSciences, she further 
explains, is a world-renowned 
company that has high standards 
and is therefore very strict with 
qualified applicators. "They have 
undergone extensive training,” she 
says. “These technicians have regu- 
lar updates; those who cannot han- 


40 Points 


30 Points 


terprets 18th century French gar- 
den design traditions during the 
reign of King Henry XIV. Gardens 
during his time were often charac- 
terized by grandeur, built to im- 
press and showcase a high degree 
of wealth and power—very much 
something to be desired even to 
this day. 

As such, this South Forbes project 
features French allée or alleys bor- 
dered by trees or clipped hedges. 
‘Allees intersect in acute angles and 
if viewed from above resemble a 
goose-foot. Along with the canals 
and reflecting pools, they not only 
lend a strong visual effect but also 
enable residents easy access to the 
nearest pocket park or even the 
clubhouse for a lovely time with 
family and friends. 


French castle. It features granite 
doors, large arched windows, and 
flowers rich in color. Formal gath- 
erings can be scheduled at the 
main ballroom area with the ac 
companiment of delightful music 
from a grand piano, whereas csw 
al affairs can be booked at the adult 
and children's pool areas. 

With every lot investment at 
Chateaux de Paris, mom and dad al- 
so ger a free membership о the 18 
hole South Forbes Golf Club de 
signed by the International Man. 
agement Group (IMG). South 
Forbes affiliation with the exclusive 
golf club of IMG SportsClub gives 
the couple exclusive travel perks: 
play and relaxation discounts in 42 
top golf courses worldwide. 

"To fall in love all over again-~ but 
this time with the exqusue 
Châteaux de Paris—it is best to set 
an enchanting date at South 
Forbes, strategically located im 
Metro Sta. Rosa, by simply calling 
635-8108 or 636-4643 or visiting 
wwwsouthforbes.com. 


Masterpiece. 

OF course, the masterpiece of 
Châteaux de Paris is ће main club- 
house. It seems to float ín a moat or 
reflecting pool, as inspired by the 
huge body of water that protects a 


Strong dramatic approach 
Residents enter Cháteaux de 
Paris through a main gate that pro- 


(Sod) OSCAR M. CAMERINO 
BAC Chairman 
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Brittany rises to the occasion with Deux Pointe 


NOTHING COULD POSSIBLY COMPARE TO 
the feeling of bliss that takes hold of one's mind 
when looking out from up above to the most 
breathtaking scene of the greenest landscape. 
With the warmth of early moming sunshine, а 
light breeze blowing and the fresh pine scent to 
perfume the ай, it is not difficult to believe that 
this is how nature was meant to be viewed. 

Rising majestically above the scenic Tagay- 
tay is a property that offers a spectacle for thes 
whole family to enjoy, take a breather from 
the hustle and bustle of city living, and relax 
and just be a loving family. Deux Pointe, the 
most recent offering of maverick real estate 
developer Brittany Corp., will rise within the 
CrossWinds development. It draws inspira- 
tion from the Swiss Alps and all the luxury 
that the true alpine fantasy entails. 

“Brittany Corp.'s reputation as a maverick 
masterplanner is affirmed once more in Deux 
Pointe at CrossWinds. The vacation homes in. 
this property are uniquely designed to meet 
the pinnacle of sophistication and high-end 
living. This is where people at the top can find 
their second home,” explained Brittany presi- 
dent Jing Serrano. 

The launch of Deux Pointe on April 23 was 
опе charming Swiss affair. Clad in traditional 
Swiss ensemble, the CrossWinds Deux Pointe 
family extended their warm Alpine hospitality 
to guests atop Deux Pointe peak. From there, 
everyone gathered to witness the unveiling of 
the Deux Pointe scale models and the ceremo- 
nial ringing of the Deux Pointe bell led by Brit- 
tany officers. The sound of the tolling bell 
echoed across the CrossWinds expanse, signal- 
ing that Deux Pointe is officially on sale. 


First look 

With the unveiling of Deux Pointe's scale 
models Gran Duetto and Duetto Primo, guests 
got a first look of the quaint Swiss-inspired 
properties their family could enjoy at Deux 
Pointe. Adding a highland spirit to the affair is 
the country's only licensed bagpiper Roy Es- 
piritu, His bagpipes деер bellowing 
melodies, the fresh pine-scented breeze and 
the stunning hilltop scenery made for an un- 
forgettable Alpine-inspired experience only 
Brittany can deliver. 

As part of the 70-hectare masterplanned 
community of CrossWinds, Deux Pointe takes 
the success of Brittany's Swiss Quadrille de- 
velopment, literally, to а higher level—re- 
sponding to the demand for a mountainside 
enclave for families needing a larger space. 
‘An exclusive development of 28 three- to 
four-story duetto units, Deux Pointe is the on- 
ly high peak property still available in Tagay- 
tay. 


Dream weekend home 

Deux Pointe offers prospective buyers a 
choice of a 208-sq-m three-bedroom unit or a 
225-sq-m four-bedroom unit. Both units 
‘boast ofa loft on the top floor that can be con- 
verted into an additional bedroom, or simply 


for one to enjoy the towering vistas. Each unit 
has a guest bedroom situated on the ground 
floor and a double carport. 

“Deux Pointe, I really believe, is the dream 
weekend home, Built on a higher level, its 
homeowner can definitely enjoy a greater de- 
gree of privacy. You're surrounded with the 
natural beauty of Tagaytay. And of course, the 
house itself is especially crafted by Brittany 
Corp. to reflect your highly discriminating 
taste,” Serrano said. 

“is truly the perfect addition to the Cross- 
Winds development. Finding new ways for 
the residents to have a better vantage point of 
the scenery motivated us to push the Swiss in- 
spiration to greater heights,” she added. 


Swiss architecture 

CrossWinds takes inspiration from Swiss 
architecture. Elements such as overhanging 
eaves, wood patterns, wide balconies all set 
against a lush green landscape provide a 
haven where one can truly feel at home away 
from home. 

Various design details were employed to 
ensure ап inviting and comfortable atmo- 
sphere including a steeply-pitched, gable roof 
with varying roof lines. The dark-stained 
wood trims provide contrast to the stucco 
walls in varying colors to brighten the rooms. 
French windows with planter boxes ensure 
that the house is flooded with sunshine and 
fresh air. The ceramic tiles and natural stone 
on the porch and balcony with stained wood 
finish and hand-carved patterns on the railing 
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PRIVATIZATION AND MANAGEMENT OFFICE 
INVITATION TO SUBMIT OFFERS 


Offered for Sale on a per site and on an "as-is, where is" basis, are 19 residential lots with site nos. 1-18 
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Offers wit be recelved, opened and tabulated n the presence of offerors on 17 May 2006, at 3:00 p.m, th 
QUEM Conference eom, NONC Building, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Village, Makati City. 


Interested partes may request for duly authenticated copies of the Offer For Sale Documents fora nominat 
TREAT 9508 00 (rom the PMO Marketing Office, Sth Floor, 104 Gamboa St., Legaspi Village, Makati City: 


For more information, please call Me. John DF. Baldemor of the PMO Marketing Department at 817-6331 oF 


DEUX Pointe at CrossWinds—Your own Swiss chalet amid th 


le pines 
and mountain mist, an hour and a half from Manila. 
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complete the look. 

It is the natural pine scent, however, that 
greets the guests and creates the ambience for 
this incredible Swiss getaway. The sweet 
scent is the result of thousands of pine trees 
planted by Brittany within the property. 

Deux Pointe properties range from 98 to 
107 sq m in lot sizes with floor areas ranging 
from 208 to 225 sq m. Packages range from 
P11.5 to P126 million. For inquiries and 
property previews, please call 850-2868 and 
850.3084, or visit www.brittany.com.ph. 
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» architectural paints 


: Goats Ike no 
other, forthat + 
100% waterproof 
finish. The perfect 
blend of strength 
and aesthetics.” 
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Anew generation 
of waterproofing 
technology that 
provides protection 
irom destructive. advantage of acrylic. 
fcis of water latex and emulsion 
seepage. latex. 
Eliminates Concrete Seepage 
100% Waterproof 


Provides excellent 
hiding power and 
easy brushing. 
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MAYON INDUSTRIAL CORP. 
51 JOY CORNER HARMONY STS. GRACE VILLAGE, 
BALINTAWAK, QUEZON CITY. METRO MANILA 
TELS: 241-3303 + 384-5731 + 964-4733 
Bay Sse 1 3819132 5 366-0088 
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A master-planned community, 


that suits your style of living. 


LANDOWNER 


VIISA 


RESOURCES INC. 


For inquiries and reservations, call 


Villa Verde East offers you quality 


Villa Verde East 


EXCLUSIVE MARKETING NETWORK 


tel. no. 635-4946 
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p SA World-class Lake 
2D” Resort Community 

Mnl: (02)725.9518 / 723.4124 

Pamp: (045) 961.6161 / 961.2525 


—cwww.lakeshore.com.ph == 
[| кт. 71 North Luzon Expressway, Mexico Pampanga 
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By Ephraim Aguilar 
PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


ACACAY, ALBAY—SMOOTHLY 

rising as the next tourist destina- 

tion in the country is the Misibis 
Resorts, Estates and Spa, a 20-hectare 
prime commercial and residential es- 
tates complex nestled in an island facing 
the Pacific. 

"The resort complex has a wide stretch 
of ine white sand and a scenic view of the 
Sula Channel—a salty river in a lakes 
clothing that links the Albay Gulf and the 
Pacific Ocean. 

"The Misibis Resorts, Estates and Spa re- 
cently launched the Amalfi Condotels. 

"The project, a billion-peso amenity is 
one of the highlights of the resort devel- 
‘opment of Misibis, a barangay in the Ca- 
graray Island here, which began two 
years ago. 

“Amalfi” is an Italian word which 
means ‘a place that offers a beautiful view 
of the sea.” 

‘And very true to its name, the Amalfi 
Condotels—a hotel and condominium 
combined, the first of its kind in Al- 
bay—offers a soothing view of a clean, 
world-class beach in Cagraray. 

The Amalfi is founded on the concept 
of bringing people to a relaxed lifestyle, 
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from the hurly-burly of the city life to a 
serene living headed out of town, where 
one can experience fresh breezes and a 
cturesque panorama everywhere one 
Ris -depiaying the splendor of nature. 

"This place, one can suitably call a sec- 
ond home, is about 11-hour drive from 
Manila or a 45-minute plane trip and 
about an hour-and-a-half drive from the 
‘Legazpi City Airport. 

Last April 9 was the groundbreaking 
and first concrete-flling and unveiling of 
the miniature perspective or diorama of 
the condotels. 

‘The Amalfi is a nine-structure “condo- 
tel” composed of seven blocks of three- to 
six-story condominiums and two hotels 
worth at least P1.1 billion. 


Architectural design 

Every room will be flexible to the taste 
and creativity of the resident since it has 
no permanent divisions. With a divider or 
two, the resident can freely determine 
space allotment and design for the studio- 
type interiors. 

‘Amalf's architectural design is said to 
beautifully blend with the natural land- 
scape. 

‘Avoiding the splash of bright colors, 
RMJM Philippines, the architectural com- 
pany handling Amalfi, will be careful to 

use only soothing tones that will 
‘maintain the tranquil mood. 

Made different from the common, 
big city skylines, the structure will 
have no precise rectangular shapes 
from the top of the building to the 
bottom. 

The Ltype and V-type design of 
the condominiums will stand har- 
moniously with the slopes of this 
seaside property and will help 
achieve a restful ambiance and an 
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unobstructed view of the ocean. 

All materials used in the construction 
of the "condotels" are meant to comple- 
ment the splendid outdoors and to main- 
tain the natural atmosphere of the resort. 
Such materials are the slate walls, ceram- 
ic tiles, steel railings, natural tones and 
wooden structures. 

‘Motor vehicles will be limited to desig- 
nated areas only to minimize noise and 
pollution in the complex. Instead, Amalfi 
"will be accessible via golf carts. 


Strongest points 

Cagraray island can be a perfect hub of 
tourism since itis nearest to the region's 
entry points and is surrounded by seven 
other wonders of ecotourism in Bicol 
Among these are Mayon Volcano, the 
worlds most perfect cone-shaped’ vol- 
сало; the butanding, the largest and one 
‘of the most gentle fishes in the world also 
known as the whale shark and lurking at 
the waters of Donsol town in Sorsogon; 
and the Sula Channel, the site where the 
Spaniards used to hide their galleons dur- 
ing typhoon and which until now is a 
strategic hiding place of vessels during 
tropical storms. 

Others are the Manta Rays, the world's 
fifth largest fish, which can be found in 
between the waters of Ticao Island in 
Masbate and Bulan town in Sorsogon; the 
Boiling Lake, which is a naturally heated 
water from beneath the earth; the under- 
ground river, consisting kilometers of sta- 
сше and stalagmite formations; and the 
Vera Falls, located on а secluded nook of 
Mt. Mayon, about 122 meters above sea 
level, a natural paradise of forest and 
clear-cascading waters. 

Al these made Misibis Land Inc. presi- 
dent and chief executive officer Elizalde 
"талау" Co confident to invest a tremen- 
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dous amount of money in Cagraray. 


Tourism economic zone 

Co and Philippine Economic Zone Au- 
thority Director Lilia de Lima signed a 
‘memorandum of agreement on March 3 
certifying Misibis as р tourism economic 
zone. é 

This certificate “of «registration has 
granted Misibis exemption from import 
duties and taxes on imported machinery 
and equipment and income tax holidays 
for four years, and later, exemption from 
national and local taxes, except real prop- 
erty taxes on the land owned by the devel- 
oper. 

Earlier, President Macapagal-Arroyo, 
through Proclamation 998 signed last 
Feb. 14, designated parcels of land total- 
ing an area of 196,743 square meters for 
use by Misibis as a special economic zone. 


Government support. 

Ina speech during the Amalfi launch, 
Rep. Joey Salceda of the third district of 
‘Albay pledged his support to what he 
called a "history-maker" project. 

As a way of showing his support to Bi- 
col tourism, Salceda said he had initiated, 
as head of the House committee on appro- 
priations, the P150-million land acquisi- 
tion at Barangay Alobo in Daraga town 
where the Southern Luzon International 
Airport will be built. It is expected to im- 
prove the accessibility of tourist destina- 
tions here. 

He added that a P270-million bridge 
connecting Sula and Misibis will be built 
not this year but very soon. 

Albay Gov. Fernando Gonzalez said the 
government had invested a large amount 
Of money in the roads and infrastructure 
to help develop and promote Misibis as a 
tourist spot. 


s next tourist destination now in Bicol 


In her visit to the beaches here in May 
last year, President Arroyo said it was one 
of her agenda to make Bicol one of the 
popular tourism destinations in the coun- 
try after Boracay in Aklan, for the region 
has potentials to boost of economic 
tourism zones. 


Good returns 

Gonzalez said the local government ex- 
pects significant investments in Misibis. 
He believes that its development is a 
"sure-win" venture. 

"It will open the doors to other invest- 
ments Andit wil help the province in em- 
ployment generation," the governor 
added: è 


Currently at least 100 residents of the 
Cagraray community have been em- 
ployed by the resort development project, 
according to Vitchie Ubaldo, operations 
manager of the Misibis Resort, Estates 
and Spa. 

n а press conference, Co said they ex- 
pect 7,000 tourists every month. But they 
‘willbe operational yet next summer when 
the coffee shops and the initial phases of 
the condotels fave been completed. 

By 2010, he said, Misibis will be fully 
operational. 


Added amenities 

In its soft opening by April 2007, other 
projected features ofthe resort are a cozy 
entry lounge and coffee shop, poolside 
sunken bar, restaurant and bar, free-form 
infinity pool and deck, spa and health 
clinic, 50 condotels, souvenir shop, récre- 
ational facilities and equipment, business 
center, and additional 15-room villas 

By April 2008 there will be additional 
50 condotels, chapel, helicopter rides, 
basketball court, function rooms, conven- 
tion hall, tennis court and lap pool. 

By April 2009, 


Eradicate termites with 
the protection thet lasts.__, 


Biflex 


THE LONGEST EFFICACY AMONG REGISTERED & 
‘APPROVED TERMITICIDE TODAY! 

Termites can serus damage yout houses. They can even render 
you homeless. Dont iet temites invade you precious homes! 
Protect every comer of your house wi Вйех so tamiscide, 

For best esit. consulta leensed Pest Contro Operator nearest you 


“10 TC 


Unit 1103 Paragon Plaza, 
EDSA cor. Reliance St., 
Mandaluyong City 


Tel. No: 


www.leadsagri.com 


87-9010 6877490. 
687-7942 687-2576 
Fax No.: 687-0461 
E-mail:info@leadsagri.com 
fodegala@leadsagri.com 


there will be addition- 
3125 condotels. 

And from 2010- 
2015 there will be an 
airstrip, golf course, 
farm lots, flora and 
fauna collection, fish- 
ing lagoon, outdoor 
amphitheater, cultur- 
al heritage center and 
museum, — bowling 
lanes, driving range, 
forest park and trail 
campsite, canopy 
walk,’ equestrian 
ranch, and marina 
and yacht basin. 
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ank Goodness W's Five days. 


1f you don't get a decision on your home loan application in 5 days or less, 


we'll give you 1% off on your first year interest rate. 


PSBank 


PHILIPPINE SAVINGS BANK 
A METROBANK SUBSIDIARY 


Get it now at any PSBank branch nationwide. 


For more information: Call us: 845-8772 Text us: PSBANK HOME AD <your name> «landline nos.> 
‘<email address> then send to 391-772 for Smart or 0917-890-2327 for Globe and other users 
Email us: info@psbank.com.ph 


Offer runs from April 24, 2006 up to June 30, 2006. See flyers for details. 


Real property. Real fast. 
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THAT FLAT SCREEN TV YOUR FAMILY HAS BEEN 
DREAMING ABOUT JUST WENT ON SALE. 


DO YOU HAVE CASH2G07 


With, Metrobank’s CASHRGO, your credit 
Metrobani branch and. you. «ав 

© stat ad ih te AGO ТШТ 

= Easy and adsl vali 

‚теде ah rtr, apps 

* foc equis Ой sw 2r Gri 
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The BEAT Jost ailiseat Pian 


GE: 


А 

"Convert your 

u more SM Advantage points to 
PAL Mabuhay Miles for free flights! 


Just visit the Customer Service Counter at any SM Department Store те 

and sign up for this exciting new program. Please note that Mines” 

the points miles conversion can only be made ‘in increments д}, 
of 450 SM Advantage points, MILES 


' вво 8865 1234 6076 
ppano 
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Cover star: KEANNA REEVES and BIAN 
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s with accessories by ARNEL PAPI 


they've lived with each other 24 
hours for 50 plus days at the Big 
Brother house, “celebrity edition” let 
в not forget. 
^I wanna greet my new s 
friends,” Keanna would jokingly s 
on nationwide TY, after meeting the 
fashion and party folks at Embassy. For 
this Super! photo shoot in fact, people 
volunteered to be part of it just to meet 
Keanna. Designers even rushed clothes 
that would fit Keanna's more than ample 
assets just to make it in time for the pic- 
torial. Bianca arrived a bit late, because 
she came from a shoot for yet another 
cover of a magazine, | 
1 have witnessed the growth of Bianca 
as an artist and am really proud of what i 
she has accomplished. Starting out as a 
commercial model, she has slowly but sure- 1 
ly climbed the show biz ladder, bit by bit, | 
even working under the think tank for ABS- i 
CBN top man Enrico Santos before getting t 
her show biz breaks. She is also a recipient t 
of an T Am Süper! Award for her work in. | 
championing the youth voice in her show 
Y Speak,” We spoke in private right before | 
photographer Lope Navo started his La | 
: Chapelle-esque shoot. i 
n pa ary eyed as she recall | 
twin pealks tha inside the House, and sh | 
out from tlie designer dress she remains "hopeful" that 
that Robbi& Carmona, who things between her and her boyfriend, the. 
is our gueststylist for this ex- director slash Super! contributor Lino 
8 y 2 Cayetano gets fixed after all the brouhah 
clusive Super shoot, chose У thar the show has caused. "£e really didn i 
for her to wear. realize that the whole world was watching. i 
Thad met Keanna the other night Once inside, you sort of forge: the magni- 1 
through her bosom (pun intended) Ш tude,” was how Bianca described her Big | 
Rustom Padilla at th Brother experience. | 
Embassy. Even there It taught me how to be more real as a | 
people were approach verson," added Keanna. When asked her if 
ops and were quite neet she was 100-percent real, once again 
ty Bianca ` Pointed to her two best friends. “Well, these 
at to her codBackroom talent twoare, 100 percent real-real silicone,” she | 
to help fix her dress. Immediately you can answered, without batting а fake eyelash, | 
sense the tight rapport bets " Now who said show biz folk ! 
hov ey not have any plastic? | 
| 
! 
| 


‘The thing about fame is that... it, The things that make me mostan- . worth living is 
‘comes with great responsibility. ` gry... аге abusive people. me who l can make happy. 
The thing I love mostaboutwhat} 11 was the most powerful регзоп My greatest hope for the future 


Messing peito share kmporiantin- omearih..Iwoudgetriofal М... a better Phiippines whereev- . Y. 

formation or ideas with people. . "corrupt persons ery eld can oo o school. FA: PSS ss | 
The most important thing I've ever The best thing about family is The worst thing somebody said 2 

fearnedisttat..Ihaveyeltolear that... iney are therefor you, no = about me were... things said 

so much more. matier what about me while inside the Big 


Iwish when [started off Гуе been Wheni'm gone, they'll probably Brother House. 
told that... having an accountant to she had a good heart. Y'm saving up 
fixyour taxes is important. ‘When | retire, |would like to... Му biggest indul 


‘The secret to happiness is... see- travel the world. tes. 
ing the goodness in everyone's The world would be a much better Му current state of mindis .. - 
heart veople conserved water, · hopeful. 


My Super! Saturday night consists properly, and recycled. ` : aspire to be ... a good, happy. 
ч... either resting at home or go- my brother JC. successful mother, wife, friend. 
ing out with friends! The thing that makes my life daughter, and career woman. 


‘The thing Love most about what |” The soundtrack to my life would boyfriend said fo me “Pa Ka lang 
do is... таке people happy. include... I've Never Been To Me.” Му favorite moment was. hen. 

People might be surprised to MI was invisible for a day, | Rustom revealed his deepest secret 

know that... Гт good in bed. would... rape Brad Pitt tome | 
The most important thing I've ever The thing that makes me mostan- Му most embarrassing moment. 


lesmedisthal..learnedioread gry is... somebody whois aback- . was when... wala akong maalala 
the Bible. fighter. kasi wala akong pakialam kung 
Miwa 


The worst thing that ever hi 
pened to me was... being a 
cort 


the most powerful person nakakahiya yung ginagawa Коо 
rth... I will give all роог peo- hindi eh. 
Тт saving up for... the future of 


girl. Nalihís ang landas ko. When l'm gone, they'll probably my children. 

‘And what this taught me was...to | say... totoong fao ako. M someone would play me in my 

fix my life and be near to God. My hero is... Tito Boy Abunda biopic it would be... myself na 

The secret to happiness is...to Тһе thing that makes my life worth алд kasi sayang yung ibabayad: 

follow your heart. Mvingis...mychlórenandmy > — My favorite words are... KFC. 

My best ever outtitis...the one! whole family. ouch, pout, Rustrom 

wore during the Pinoy Big Brother The worst thing somebody said aspire fo bo... maging mabuting ' 
Ч Big Night about me was... hen my ex tao lamang 


op 
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BOTTLE ART. Otto 
Hernandez doing 
an on-the-spot 
graffiti art 


RE nner nha 


ROUGE 


PREVIEW. 


FETISH 
CHAMBER. 


Absol 
party 


RED OR DEAD. Andre and Daryl 
Chang 


Pauline Suaco 
Juan, Vince Uy, 
Agoo Bengzon 
and Bridges 
@Com'sLeah 


RED ALERT. Paolo Araneta, Сафа 


Tanya Ilana and Solen Heussass 


ByTim Yap 


ARTE NELLO SPORT"—THE ITALIANS really 
have a way of doing everything al dente. Polo 

n just went by, and Fila made sure that it 

just go by unnoticed. Cris Albert and hub- 
by Butch, the First Couple behind Fila in the 
Philippines made sure to transform the Manila 
Polo Club into one big black and white ball, all 
in the name of the tradition that they have start- 
ed three years back since they launched the 
Donita Rose line at the same venue. 

Now with Bianca Araneta as endorse, they 
continue to hold the torch to uplift the sport 
that elite sport which Iñigo Zobel and Bobby 
‘Aguirre are well known all over the world for. 
“We need to promote this sport more to the next 
generation of polo players,” Butch told me 
"while we were watching the beautiful turn out 
of people at the Polo field. "I just keeps getting 
better every year,” he said as we observ 

fe Cris going around, being the consummate 
society hostess that she is, wearing Ра latest 
collection while making sure the crowd was 
aptly entertained and served w 

Tshared the 
about the sports brand's lat 
tops and bottoms, shoes a 
line-sportswear lifted to an exciting new lev- 

|. Right before thi bition led 
by Maritoni Tordesillas, Antonio Arando, 
Lianna Romulo, Caroline Kila, Becky De Villa 
and Gonnie Ponce. 


collection ol 
id nev 


1 emerged as win- 


пег, with Vince Bitong happily clutching the 


giant trophy (to wifey Ana's delight) and par- 
ty peeps enjoying the DJ music that played on 
the polo field that celebrated Fila's coming of 
age—the marriage of art and sport. 

Oh, did I tell you that until April 30, it's 50 
percent off on shoes at all Fila boutiques? 
Red and rebellious Raspberri 

Rebels fi 
Fort where a giant red structure was set up for 
just one reason—to introduce Absolut latest 
variant Raspberri. This vast party compound 
had private rooms, a main floor and various 
chambers that indulged the reveler with the 

t rouge concoction to hit our shores, a 
red sea blend of wild and ripe berries that 
re ripe for the sipping. 

‘Absolut-ly stunning Bianca Valerio led 
guests into the first chamber where artist 
David Sicam transformed Absolut bottles into 
bumblebees, which he hung on the ceiling. 
Otto Hernandez did on-the-spot graffiti arton 
a giant Absolut bottle while Ed Aniel and the 


fore the Dawn took over and unveiled Abs 
Rasperriina rare musical fusion of rock, et 
ectronica—kudos to that! 
"This Raspberri variant is made from all nat- 
ural ingredients and without any added swe: 
"This is not a shy and sweet product, it is 
as intense in its taste and scent 
теу packaging,” 
Bengt Baron, V&S Absolut Spirits hea 
‘This page features the red and rebellious. 
Go ahead, have a sip. 


ABSOLUT TRIO. Anna Villaraza, 
Happy David and Che Ramos 


VITAMIN 
CITRUS. Louie 
and Missy Ysmael 


FILA WINNERS" 
CIRCLE. Ana and Vince 
Bitong with Butch Albert 


FILA DIVAS. Wanda 
Louwalien, master 
Henri Calayagand Fila M 


FILA GANG. Greggy Araneta, Charlie 
first lady Cris Albert 


Carmona and Irene Marcos-Araneta i 


PENSHOPPE 
DENIMLA В 


lut-ly wild, 


Sumner! Summer sizzle 
y A 


FILA DUO Rina. 


i Albert and 


Chase Tinio 


NUVO FILA 
Cecille Ysmael and 
Maricris Zobel 


HOSTING CHORES. 
Bianca Araneta and me. 


RED 
DEVIL'S 
ADVOCATE, 
Ed Aniel 

and Angelo 
Villanueva 


PMAPPALS. Valerie 
de los Santos and 
Rissa Samson 


ALLFOR 
YOU. Herbert 
and Henson Sy 
лг, 


Natalia Zobel 


mm. 


LIFESTYLE ASIAS A-LIST 


Л LIFESTYLE A PLUS. Tamara de 
1 ^X Guzman, Juana Manahan, R] 


PARTY OF FIVE. [ой Dingcong, Sari 
Yap, Maurice Arcache, Lorraine 
Belmonte and Pepper Teehankee 


P [| 
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a —- Ed Wis: makes them eligible? 


I T WAS A GATHERING OF THE YOUNG A 


list--meaning available, needless to say, 
“<a, talented and extraordinarily blessed. Nu- 
WAyalaLafidPremirr Jo Bar in Greenbelt 2 was filled with the met- 
: Tos Blinpsters as Lifestyle Asia hosted one 
Е great party for it’s annual Eligibles List. Over- 
flowing Rene Barbier, Barcino Wines and Ab- 
solut Vodka filled guests as they partied to 
ub musie mixed by DJ Anton Ramos. Amidst 
the backdrop was an presentation of this 
year's eligibles, which include hot young tal- 
ents of today such as Borgy Manotoc, Alexis 
Alunan, Heart Evangelista, Chichi Atienza as 
wel as businessmen like Paolo Cabalfin and 
Sarangani Gov. Miguel Dominguez. 

‘Although not all of them were truly avail- 
able as their partners served as arm candy to 
make sure nobody else could grab them—fair 
enough. 

Other "Eligible" on site include Tessa 
Dragon, Manika Nubla Yujuico, Miguel Anto- 
nio Aranaz, Xavier Dominguez, Nicole Jacin- 
to, Angel See, Karina Mahbubani, and lan 
King, who is now oh so in love with the sultry 
supermodel Joey Mead, were all present. 

Watch out as these young minds make 
waves in the coming year! Three cheers for 
meritocracy—now that's Super! 


The Most Eligible 2006 is featured in the lat- 
est issue of Lifestyle Asia magazine, now avail- 
able in bookstores and newsstands nationwidel 
Areyou on this year's list? 


SHU SHOWER. 
Tessa Dragon with 
Xeng Zulueta 


A precious heritage is about to unfold where the peacefulness within belies its 


The Legacy at Montgomery Place's first 
Tranche is now ready for turn-over. Single- 
detached houses and quadruplexes in one of 
the most secure and desired communities 
right in the heart of Quezon City. The Legacy 
is your enclave amidst the. bustling city ~ 


* www,ayalalandpremier,com * as 


closeness to everything you need. It's the 
perfect place for your children, and your 
children's children, to grow. Only units in Tranche 
2 and 3 are still open for those who seek this 
kind of exclusivity, Soon, it will be'a full thriving 
community. Make sure you're a part of it. 


X @ayaialandpremier.com 
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SUPER LIFESTYLE. 
Tim Yap and Carmen 
Silverio Roxas 
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Photos by Daniel Tan Ec fu sive 
LOVE BORACAY. I WILL AL- $ 
"WAYS remember it as the place I 
Jost my game show virginity. 
Tve never dreamt of being оп 


Boracay. 

MTVs 1 be three days of nothing but 
fun!” And I bought it. It was—there were the 
best concerts I've seen this year, bikini con- 
tests (whol), and lots of yummy Mango 
Liqueur. 

But the catch was that I had to play games. 
‘And it wasn't Bring Me or Pin the Tail on the 

ggg Donkey. They were 
hardcore gam: 

Bikini Wrestling, a 

d) due challenge, 


ball. Not my cup of 
tea—but 
gonna h 
watching us "play" 


Game KNB? 


was оп 
the purple. 
Reggie Belmont and Chuck of 6cy- 
clemind, Mich of Sugarfree, Aia of Imago, and 
Champ of Hale. 
Who were we up against? A bunch of beat 
ables from Sugarfree, Hale, Imago, and 6cy- 
7 h wimps like JC Cuadrado, 
igan of Sandwich, Jet Valle, 
Katya Santos, and 


AS 
E 
А ED 
Seriously eus er. ir hel 
was P50, me like it h* 
the line, E 
Now, уо 
ably kno 


With MTV and the best bands in the 
y, "crazy" is Hubble telescope- 


Fun and (no) games 

Anyv ta wild weekend just 
"cause we player b 

The bands took shifts playing for the 
crowds throughout the weekend. (Ral 
Cough.) And on the last day, DJ Mike 
the BBC helped us all chill on the b 

SUMMER DA 
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NOKIA 


NOKIA N91 


The mobile jukebox 
for groove on the go. 


3G capability 
4GB Hard drive 
Wi-Fi 
2-megapixel camera, 
Bluetooth 
Stereo headset w/ remote 
Store up to 3000 tracks 


Р В.Е Е е 
PLAN 2500 


Take this offer before 
April 30, 2006 and get this 


speaker system FREE! 


Move you too 
Scruffersont 


/ 
LA 


WE ARE IN HEAT. Addict 
Super Tim, Motorola's d 


> Yay! iwona 
Motorola Dolce 
and Gabbana 


phone! 


latch out for my : 
modern 60 room 


designer hotel at 
the center of 
D'Mall 


Watching the 
sunset is my 
favorite part of 


‘ext and photos by David Milan’ mates, Erik Cua: and 

i + Additional photosbyDanielTan Michelle Pamintuan—yes, 

ex А <> the least most athletic 
My most favorite part in : ) NDTHEYREBACK! team of all—competing 
Bora is watching the sunset vz JĄ Borabound is now 5 | against тре. likes of Mare 
with my mom while enjoying Я years old and it jüst “Nelson! That is so-unf2 
keeps getting better and 

: better This year gave us 
more «half-naked. celebri- 
ties, more, fun-activities 
and more rockin’ parties. 
Until now, my body still 

_ hurts after playing the Mo- 
torola 3G Adventure Race, 
one of the many games we 
played during the event 
Imagine me and my team- 


my banana choco vanilla : E 
shake from Jonab'sl- But it was all good, we still 

fron grabi the second 
place—without cheating. 
(Attention, JM Rodriguez's 
team—I hope you're read- 
ing this!) 

After the sweat-inducing activ- 
ities, each day we would head on 
to the different parties like 
Manomission with Maiolet 
Dario, The Embassy Beached Out 
party in Cocomangas and the Hed 
Kandi beach house party 

Being tired after all the activi- 
ties but still alive to party party 
party, being shades darker than 
usual and being high on laugh- 
ter—these are the symptoms of 
an alohaholic! I must say, it was 
fun to be one for three days. Until 
next year’s Borabound! 


^ Haaay! Ayoko nal 
“At, Pagod na ko! 


АУ 


W's okay baby! 
don't worry! 
Captain Barbell 
= "Fockslll 


cover ups 
collection for 
Folded and 


BOMBOUNDALOHAHOUCS LOVES: 
Addict Mobile and Motorola. 


MY Borabound trip wouldn't 
be complete without my 
friends and the sponsors who 
have been supporting it all 
throughout these years. 


Oh Yes! Weare the 
Embassy Beached Out 
Resident Djs! 


‘DOs f Б-чу CLUB PAPA ABA, COCO: 
MANGAS PEARL OF THEPACRC BORACAY PLAZA 


The most fun time | had 
Bora is when | was working 
‘on my tan while watching 
everyone suffer from the 
Motorola 3G adventure race, 


Iwould never 
wear bikini 


trunks in Bora. The thing will 


never do in Bora. 
isliterand go 
skinny dipping! 


Bora wouldn't be Bora without 
real coffee omelets for 
breakfast, choriburger after 
аск, paraw sailing, 
ice cold beer, house 


My best ever beach 
outfit consisted of along 
forgotten tummy, a sport. 
illustrated inspired outfit 
andan unlimited supply. 
of afternoon cocktail, 


BEACHBUDS. 
Liz Claudio end: 


From pageD! 


Did I mention the-Coca Cola Bikini Con- 
test? I was told contestants were drafted right 
there in Bora, but the girls acted almost like 
pros! 1 will say this:.Things got really sticky. 
Because there was Coke. (What'd you think?) 

‘Oh, and there was this Superi concert on 
ош last night—there was the biggest crowd, 
and imagine all the bands on stage together. It 
was a musical orgy you have ta see, 


Iwish you all were there. 

Wait, what am I saying? We had cameras 
following us all over. You can see all the mad- 
ness throughout the month of May on MTV! 

Look out for MTV Sessions with each of the 


bands, catch the bikini contest (you all will, . 


right?), and find out who won the Celebrity 
(+ Pepe Diokno of Super) Challenge. 

‘The MTV Summer Break with Coca Cola is 
on all May on MTV Pilipinas! 


i 


MY TEAM, the purple team-yéahl - Ў 
(From left:) Champ Lui Plo, Reggla... 
Belmonte, Ney Dimaculangan, Ala de 


| Leon, Pepe Diokno, Chuck Isidro 


b 


WE ARE IN HEAT. Addict 
Mobile endorsers Kelly Misa, 
Super Tim, Motorola's Mar 
Litonjua, Cristina Garcia, 
Nicole Hernandez and Nick 
of Motorola Asia-Pacific 


B ын 


SUPER! class picture for Borabound 5 revelers 


J My most favorite part in 
Boraiswat 
with my mom while enjoying 
my banana choco vanilla 
shake from Jonah’st 


(( Haaay! Ayoko na! 
Pagod na ko! 


mom's beach 
cover ups 

collectionfor в 
Folded and 


The most fun time had in 
Borais when Iwas working 
оп my tan while watching 
everyone suffer from the 
Motorola 3G adventure race. 


My best ever beach 


outfit consisted of along 


forgotten tummy, a sport 

illustrated inspired outfit 

and an unlimited supply 
of afternoon cocktail 


‘Text and photos by David Milan 
‘Additional photos by Daniel Tan 


ee cops” getting better and 

better. This year gave us 
aked celebi 
fun-aci 


Until now, my body still 
hurts after playing the Mo- 
torola 3G Adventure Race, 
one of the many games we 
played during the event. 
Imagine me and my team- 


ез okay baby! 
don't worry! 


} 


ML 


Oh Yes! Weare the 
Embassy Beached Out 
Resident Djs! 


1would never 
wear bikini 
trunks in Bora. 


ND THEYRE BACK! 
[Ñ Borabound is now 5 
years old and it just" 


mates, Erik Cua and 
Michelle Pamintuan—yes, 
the least most athletic 
team of all—competing 
against фе likes.of Marc 
Nelson! That is so unfair! 
But it was all good, we still: 
grabbed the _ second 
place—without cheating. 
(Attention, JM Rodrigue: 
team— hope you're read- 
ing this!) 

After the sweat-inducing activ- 
ities, each day we would head on 
to the different parties like 
Manomission with Мапојег 
Dario, The Embassy Beached Out 
party in Cocomangas and the Hed 
Kandi beach house party. 

Being tired after all the activi 
ties but still alive to party party 
ралу, being shades darker than 
usual and being high on laugh- 
ter—these are the symptoms of 
an alohaholic! 1 must say, it was 
fun to be one for three days. Until 
next year's Borabound! 


SORBOUND ALOMAHOLCSLOVES 
Addict Mobile and Motorola 


элэ CARTY немне RATAN CR 


Bora wouldn't be Bora міо 
real coffee omelets for 
breakfast, choriburger after 
drinking snack, paraw sailing, 


Aria 


таз, ice cold beer, house 


music, and girls in the best. 


bikinis! 


тиг 
TA 


b. 


Hove you too 
Scruffersont 


latch out for my 
modern 60 room. 
designer hotel at 
the center of 
D'Mall 


Watching the 
sunsetismy 
favorite part of 
being in Boracay 


g 


MY Borabound trip wouldn't 
be complete without my 
friends and the sponsors who 
have been supporting it all 
throughout these years, 


The thing Iwill 
never doin Bora. 
isliterand go 

skinny dippi 


From pageDI 


Did I mention the Coca Cola Bikini Con- 
test? I was told contestants were drafted right 
there in Bora, but the girls acted almost like 
pros! 1 will say this: Things got really sticky. 
Because there was Coke. (What d you think?) 

Oh, and there was this Super! concert on 
our last night—there was the biggest crowd, 
and imagine all the bands on stage together. It 
was a musical orgy you have ta see, 
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I wish you all were there. 

Wait, what am I saying? We had cameras 
following us all over. You can see all the mad- 
ness throughout the month of May on МТУ 

Look out for MTV Sessions with each of the 
bands, catch the bikini contest (you all will, 
right?), and find out who won the Celebrity 
(+ Pepe Diokno of Super) Challenge. 

The MTV Summer Break with Coca Cola is 
onall May on MTV Pilipinas! 
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MY TEAM, the purple team-ye-ahl 
(From left:) Champ Lui Pio, Reggie. .. 
Belmonte, Ney Dimaculangan, Ala de 
Leon, Pepe Diokno, Chuck Isidro 
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Levi's 501 reveals canvas hs 


S g 
iconic jeans heritage of origi- T 
nality and authenticity, Nov AW NOT Ed 

Levi's® reveals its latest 5018 aa RSE 
е cin oL КІ FATHER 
mate tuths about the 5016 
wearer and the 501@ jean. 

"This latest 501® Stay True 
campaign is all about keeping it 
real and authentic. It is about ac- 
cepting who you really are and 
telling the world the intimate 
truth that makes you, you.” says 
Ronnie Celestial, Levi's Brand 
Leader. 

"The message of the campaign 
is thought provoking, personal 
and empowering. Examples of 
taglines: "I Am Not My Father's 
Second Chance”; "You Like To 
Give Advice. I Like To Ignore И”; 
and "Youll Never Really Know 
Me Until You Know What Turns 
Meon. 
V oreal Color Trophy 2006 The campaign also celebrates 

the heritage of the brand thats 

THETOREALCOLORTROPHYIS Now on its 6th year in the || captured in the new 5010 Cus- 
| nowimematnaly recognized as Philippines, the Loreal Color Tro- || tomized Jean designed specially 

One of the most exciting competi- phy is much anticipated in the || tomark501 Day. 
опе оће по СЕБУ НЕМ in hairdressing calendar Watch out || — Levis® designers have artfully number handwritten in water. Тп огой guysand gis. with Tabularase, Mackina, Go 
tions in hairdressing ойду Не for the photo exhibit on May 10 [| customized the jean to achieve а proof ink runs along the insideof Levis® commemorates 5019 Lary Go, and Sugarfree, 
29 сошла аот ле Юг. to 14 i Glorietta Coming || well-worn look combining premi- the waist. For the fist time eve, Day witha two-day concert series Оп May 6, Lews SO! Pe 
dressers to express their creativity Swatch and Greyhound). Wa fnshing fabricand detailing. the Lev’s® 501@ Limited Edition on May Sand 6. On May S, jiveat Барис, Powerspoonz, Smooth 
resins Prey on global The gala night wil be on May | There's аво а limited edition Customized Jean will be comple- the Fort Plaza with Up Dharma Friction, Sheba and we REED 
and ор йе бу от СН 15 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel Ц Levis® 501® Customized Jean mented with a Limited Edition Down, Imago, 6Cyclemind, Pupil, and Pupllatffroads Coby, wit 
[| portunity to display Filipino talent. Ballroom. lé anembroideredlabel"sOld Customized denim jacket for guys, and Urbandub; People in Davao SM Baguio comes alive with 

————— Тшей Edition 2006" and aserial anda Limited Edition Customized can head to the Venue and rock Menayaand Spongecola. 


Т: STAYING TRUE TO THE 


X 


Are You In? 
(With CCA, We Are!) 


Appicotion is on going Ки June and  Ó 


Diploma in Culinary Arh aad M. 
Diploma in Baking Рамир Arh 


сое Chet Rosebud 
Benitez 
Practical Education tor Ње Global Chet lege № Class 2002 
Katipunan, Quezon City | Tel 426-4840 to 41 Hotel how mon and Wales U Host, Ka Toque 


isola ied NE mmarhatinge cca ma m ad Косшы 


бин РЕ "cp Sardis orae o deserving apti 
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Tell your Supernatural story 


AS IF YOU AREN'T GLUED TO 
your TV already, here comes AXN 
with another series that’s sure to 
keep you captivated. 

Supernatural chronicles the 
adventures of brothers Sam 
(Jared Paladecki) and Dean 
(Jensen Ackles) as they travel the 
backroads of America in search 
of their father who has vanished. 
Their journey leads them to the 
eerie world of demons, urban 
legends and folklore. It is up to 
the two to find their father and 
face supernatural forces along 
the way. 


The series, which was 
launched in the US in 2005, will 
begin airing on May 4, Thursday, 
atl0p.m. 

And to get usalll in the mood 
for the show's premiere, AXN and 
Super! want to read about your 
own supernatural experiences 
Send your true spooky stories to 
super @inquirer.com.ph (not 
more than 300 words, please). 
Don't forget to include your 
name, age, office/school and 
contact info. The reader with the 
best story will win an iPod mini! 

Deadline of entries is on May 10. 


[PARI 
RAN 


ji We: 


Get your prints faster with the НЕ Photosmart 3110 AllinOne. Now you no longer have 
1o sacrifice speed in favor of having builtin capabilities of a printer, scanner, copier ond 
a fax machine. With the HP Photosmart 3110 Alkin-One, print 4 in. x 6 in, (10. 16cm x 15.24ст) 
color photos in as litle аз 14 seconds with brilliant HP Vivera Inks. And for a limited time, 
get a Speedo digital watch (worth P1,800) with every purchase of any participating 
HP Printer.** 


vivera 


HP INKS 


P19,090 5 PHOTOSMART 
7 3110 АШМОМЕ 

Printer, scanner, copier, tax. 

Up to 4800-opintrd dpi color pnting 

Prnt and сору at up to 32ppn (black) or 31ppm (color 

Integrated color tax with caller ID and junk ex beer. 

(636em) LCD screen colour graphics display. 

Direct photo printing - Рве, Bivetooih and memory 

cart sos 

мд memory card reader (Compact Rash Type, 1 à 

IL Memory Stick, Secure Digta/MMC, Smar medis and 

Pur Сэй) 


25%! 


cartridge |. 
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1-800-1441-6688 
ог (632) 867-3557 
ph.contact@hp.com 
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indie Grooves 


EFORE POP MUSIC TRANSFORMS 

you into a tasteless fool, slowly ease 

your way into the whole indie groove. 
It's time to venture beyond the freakishly fa- 
miliar and explore some rockin’ events off the 
beaten track. And if you arrive surprised (or 
slightly stupefied) at how raw, organic, and 
experimental everything is, don't fret, They're 
stil excellent fun, and—best of all—free! 


^. Paolo R. Reyes 
Janine Cuenca.Dario 


Princess Bato's Sigaw ni Maria Clara 

When: 7 p.m. tonight at the Esplanade, Mall of 
Asla, Pasay City. 

Who: 4 Poets, The Dorques, Cherry Cornflakes, 
Cynthia Alexander, Matilda, Saydle, Narda, Wild 
‘Mood Swings, Imago, Up Dharma Down, Drip, 
Moonstar 88, Cocojam, 

Isha, The Late Isabel, 
Scarlettears, Helen, and 
Reklamo. 

Why you should 
по: An armada of 
artists, plus a few 5- 
minute poetry read- 

Ings (spoken words 

by the women of 

“Romancing Venus" 

Wawi Navarroza, 

Karen Kunawicz, 

Kaz Castillo, and 

others), should 

make for a breezy 

femme festival by the bay. Extra points for being a 
benefit gig of the Correctional Institute for Women. 


Indie Pilipinas’ Indie Sessions 

When: May 7; 6 p.m. at the Marikina River- 
banks Amphitheater, Marikina City. 

‘Who: Kapatid, Kiko Machine, Typecast, Jeepney 
Joyride, Mano-mano, Hilera, Fusebox, Live Tilapia, 
Beautiful Day, М'уаћа, The Dorques, Lila, The News, 
Warthog, Shave, Redlead 65, Porject Def Star, Em- 
manuel, 23rd Psalm, Tension, and Brought by Blood 

Why you should go: A massive "musical rally” 
to be held simultaneously in Manila, Cebu, Davao, 
lolo, Cagayan de Oro, Tacloban, Dumaguete, Na- 
ga, Quezon, Laguna, Lucena, and Dagupan. With 
music as their medium, the creative folks of under- 
ground label Indie Pilipinas showcase a stampede 
of songs to push for peaceful means. 


Other Super! 24/7 events: 


April 29, Saturday 

Mojofly and Michael Angelo at Esquinita, Cynthia 
‘Alexander birthday show at Conspiracy; Freshly 
‘Squeezed at Citrus; Twentysomething Saturdays w/ 
GP Reyes & Stephen Ku at Mezze; Quench w/ DJs 
Chip de la Calzada & Mac Cunanan at Quisine; 
Pump Saturdays at ills; Ное at 6 Underground; 
Dus Scratchmark, Bliss & Shorty at Prince of 
Jaipur; Campusition Night at Mag:Net Café 


April 30, Sunday 

‘Christian Lacro Dialogues at Ayala Museum; 
Flipinas: Isa Lorenzo exhibit at UP Vargas Mus 
от; Olazo & Olazo exhibit at Galeria Duemila; Vi- 
Sions of Light Jaime Zobel exhibit at Ayala Muse- 
от, Kuhang Marino exhibit at UP Vargas Museum 


May 1, Monday 

2006 Bad Boy Tour w/ Dennis Rodman & NBA 
Legends at Araneta Coliseum; Ethan band at Tem- 
ple; 1 Don't Like Mondays! w/ DJ Ro at Gwellos 
Makati; Dawn & Jessie at Merk's; Wine Buffet at 
The Lounge; Jazz Trio at Captain's Bar; Follies de 
Mwah at Club Mwah, Zion at Esquinita 


May 2, Tuesday 

Urbandub at Saguijo; Up Dharma Down at Con- 
piracy; Salsa Night w/ Salsa Filipinas at Mezze; 
Kickback Tuesdays at Manila DJ Club; Guarana at 
Café Havana Greenbelt; Acoustic Night at Temple; 
Sitar Nights at Bollywood; Spirit of '67 at Captain's 
Bar; Aretha & the Souled Out Band at Merk's, Rita 
and Cultured Milk at Esquinita 


May 3, Wednesday 

Weekend Wednesdays w DJ Boyet Amazan t 
Strummis; Discotech w/ DJ Papi Santos at Mezze; DJs 
Кайту & Cao Ocampo at Embassy Cuisines Fuiou- 
[ah at Manila DJ Ош; Wily алка Mus Factory wf 
ону Cruz at Guelos Malati; Cassi Wednesdays w/ 
DJ Brit at Government; Acoustic Night at 6Under- 
ground; Way Back Wednesdays at Bed; Jazz Night at 
Magnet Café Katipunan; Noel Cabangon at Conspira- 
oy. iss at Esquina 


May 4, Thursday 

Ваше of the Bands w/ Mojofly at Phi Bar, British 
Council's Europe Month Concert with Antonio For- 
cione Quartet, Cynthia Alexander & Mon David at 
Crossroad 77 Center; BBC's HotBufteredSoul w/ 
DJ Mike Constantino at Sake Lab; GottaHave- 
Housel w/ DJs Mark Jentes & Wendell Garcia at 
Capone's; Fluxxe: Whatever Thursdays at Manila 
DJ Ciub; Supahstar DJ Thursdaze at Bed; DJ Bad- 
boy Jeff at Temple; Acoustic Jive at Merk's; Pin- 
wheel at Conspiracy, Sitti at Esquinita 


May 5, Friday 

Decadance w/ Boyet Almazan at is; Celestial 
w/DJ Benjo Marquez at Mezze; Fashion Fridays w/ 
DJs Kari Ty & GP Reyes at Citrus; HouseBeats at 
Matt MyHOUSE at M Café; Soul Shina w/ DJ Mare 
Garcia at Embassy Cuisine: Happy Yummy Fridays 
W D Brit at Government ue Fridays at Temple; 
The Jerks at 70s Bistro; Gogo Fridays at Bed; Route 
TOs Merks: Ds Seatchmark, Biss & Shorty at 
Prinos of Jalpur; Joey Ayala at Conspiracy, MYMP 
at Esquinita 


Schedules may change without prior notice. For 
mora Information and a complete listing of events, 
text 24/7 through your mobile phone and send to 


2949 (Gobe) and 209 (Smart) Log on to mag24- 
7.com or pick up your free copy of 24/7 Nocturnal 
Navigator at bars and restaurants around the ойу. 
к ‘Submit your schedules before Wednesday to 
sentes econ OL ento So aventst@mag24-7.comand mag24_7@yahoo.com, 
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By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 


New Yorker Emmy Rossum, who has ap- 

peared in 20 different operas through- 
ош a stage career that started when she was 
just seven. The 19-year-old actress and singer 
had undergone extensive training as part of 
the Children’s Chorus of the Metropolitan 
Opera at Lincoln Center, and it wasn't long be- 
fore she landed roles in the daytime soap "As 
the World Turns,” acclaimed dramas “Law and 
Order" and "The Practice," and the original TV 
movie “The Audrey Hepburn Story" 

But perhaps her most noticed performances. 
to date are her tums in prominent big screen 
projects, having played a variety of imperiled 
young women in the Clint Eastwood-directed 
"Mystic River,” Roland Emmerich's “The Day Af- 
ter Tomorrow” and most recently, 

Joel Schumacher's adaptation of 
the musical “Phantom of the 
Opera." She was able to use her 
classically trained singing voice 
in that last film, and her perfor- 
mance eamed her critical ac- 
claim and a Golden Globe 
nomination for Best Lead Ac- 
tress in a Musical or Comedy. 

Rossum, in a recent, exclu- 
sive phone interview while in 
Los Angeles, discussed in de- 
tail how she's far from being 
е typical Hollywood teen 
queen. She also talked 
about the rewarding expe 
rience of working with 
‘Wolfgang Petersen on the 
disaster flick “Poseidon,” and her 
exploration of a special, non-film endeavor, 
among other topics, 

How have you kept up with the unusual 
demands of show business while growing 
up? 

‘That's a very good question. Its tough be- 
cause my life is so unconventional in so many 
‘ways. Tim gaining so much in singing and danc- 
ing on stage and film, but even i I started my 
career at a young age, I stil feel lucky. I have 
friends from when 1 was much younger. I don't 
party with celebrities, because as а person, 
that's just not who 1 am. Ihave more fun going 
out with my friends to the supermarket and 
cooking, and going to the movies with them. 
My family has normal 9-to-5 jobs, and for them, 
this is all weird and exciting, but theyre very 
supportive of me. 1 don't have assistants or per- 
sonal trainers. I'm a pretty normal person. 

You've worked with popular and decisive 
directors, How valuable is it for you to expe- 
rience different styles of filmmaking? 

Tes increasingly valuable. Everyone has a dif- 
ferent approach. Clint Eastwood keeps a very 
calm set, and whispers directions. But of course, 
there's hustle and bustle in filming “Phantom” 
and “Poseidon,” a lot of yelling and orchestra- 
tion, But Wolfgang Petersen is probably the 
sweetest, kindest director I worked for. In a set 
like that, he keeps a balance. And I knew that 
there was gonna be alot of water this time, so T 
worked closely with it. 

How exactly did you prepare for your role 
in “Poseidon,” and how challenging was it? 

1 play Jennifer, the sweet, soft, intelligent 
type; she's really feisty and sexy. I regularly visit 
the Museum of TV and Radio in New York. Its a 
great resource of mine. In "Poseidon," its such a 
difficult thing to play someone who's experienc- 
ing a disaster. I didn’t know how to play the 
right level because I've never encountered 
tsunami or a flood, but when I listened to a tape 
of a girl who called during the 9/11 attacks, 1 
understood and knew how to play it. 

You've worked opposite Jake Gyllenhaal 
and Gerard Butler before. Who plays your 
Jove interest this time? 

Mike Vogel is a very handsome, wonderful 
blond guy He's so handsome, so it's very easy to 
Kiss himi 

How friendly an atmosphere was the "Po- 
seidon" set? 

T became friends with Mike, Josh Lucas and 
Kurt Russell, who plays my dad. Its an awe- 
some experience. When you spend five and a 
half months shooting it, you see each other in 
the most revealing light. Kurt and Richard Drey- 
fuss kept us laughing. It was fun, even if we had 
14 hours straight of shooting, and sometimes 
we had to spend up to six hours underwater. We 
had scuba tanks, and between takes, it was so 
much fun. 1 mean, I was taught to scuba dive 
and its not a blue screen. There are moments 
‘when actors do their own stunts, 50105 great. 

‘How has starring in Hollywood movies af- 
fected you as an actress? 

‘When I was younger, Iwanted to be an opera 
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P ERFORMING 15 SECOND-NATURE TO 


PICKY PICKY. “I'm 
very choosy,” says 
Emmy on her roles. 


star, so becoming a mainstream actress is really 
a surprise. I still live in New York. I still have the 
same friends, My work is not really a celebrity- 
driven thing for me, because I really do it for the 
acting. I don't really strive to be famous. I want 
tobe able to give truth to my roles. 
How important is it for you to portray di- 
verse characters? 
don’t pick the same roles, actually. "Phan- 
tom of the Opera” was a period piece; Iplayed a 
vulnerable girl with emotional baggage. Now I 
play someone different, a contemporary wom- 
an. Tm very choosy. Гуе turned down roles be- 
fore. 1 only do parts that touch me and are en- 
tertaining and meaningful. I want it to be worth 
the viewer's $10. Thats how much a movie isin 
‘America, and its a lot. 1 only tell people to 
‘watch itifits worth their $10. 
‘You're currently working on your debut al- 
bum. Please describe your music. 
Ies under Geffen Records, and 
its coming out next year. I'm 
writing the lyrics. A lot of it is 
self-expression and it's very ful- 
filing. les letting my fans in on 
who Lam and it’s an opportuni- 
ty for me to be really creative. 

Tm a soprano but I have a very 

big range. I think the sound that 

Tm going for is not traditional 

Britney Spears pop music at 

wanna bring something new to i. 
My influences are David Gray and 
Sarah McLachlan, so it has a much 
edgier vibe. 

Whats the most important 
thing you've learned so far about 
your work and the business? 

The most important thing I 
leamed is that... (pauses). I dont 
know. I've never been asked that before. I guess 
Tm (learning that 'm) my own worst criticand I 
push myself too hard. The greatest advice that 
Jake Gylenhaal gave me was to get a mentor. 
And one of my co-stars in "Mystic River,” Marcia 
Gay Harden, became that because none of my 
family really is a part of this, [admire her work 
and respect her. 1 can always call her, and she 
tells me that the smartest people ask for help 
and seek out information. Pm blessed and feel 
incredibly lucky! A lot of success Гуе had is be- 
cause 1 gave 150 percent into what 1 do. Yes, 
150 percent (laughs). I wanna keep doing films 
and singing. Im really excited and optimistic. 
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FACE YOUR FEAR 
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fans Offer 
Treatment of acne, blackheads, whiteheads. 
pigmentation and removal of skin tags without 
traumalle cauterizalion by exclusive combination 
‘of singulari afective formulas, techniques, 
'and procedures. 


5. EDSA Coniral. MRT piatiorm. 2nd ми. Sta PN 4 


OPEN EVERYDAY · CALL 531-2749. 


E-mail: supor@inquirer.com.ph 


Text us your feedback Inquirer sup namelaglcyimesiags to 
er (lobo) of 283 (Sar) 
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A.LIPIN BY JESS ABRERA 


You CAN'T 
ALWAYS GET 
EVERYTHING 
You WANT iN 
LIFE, JASON. 


YOUR FATHER AND I 
DON'T тнмк BUYING 
А NEW COMPUTER RIGHT 
NOW 15 JUSTIFIED, 
AND YOU NEED Te 


So coot iT 
“итн THE 
INCESSANT 
BEGGING. 


гаа? 


BYTOM ARMSTRONG 


D) PWEDE ANG 
PEOPLE POWER, EY 


PUGAD BABOY 


XBELIEVE І MUST 
BE MATURING 


TM STARTING To QUESTION 
WHETHER 1 HAVE ALL 
THE ANSWERS 


DANIL NALIGO Y 
| NO SA MANILA BAY 


T3UST mage it 
[nod 
Nose THE 

Live Boom 

witout 
EET 
Aan! 
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BY PATRICK McDONNELL 


ALWAYS LIKED 
SINGING IN 


T amuen con memet eerte T 


ATOMO AND WEBOY 


DIVINECOMEDY BY STEVEN PABALINAS 


(wnat HAPPENS WHEN 
You меер To ТАКЕ A 
BATH? AREN^E Hou 
AFRAID You'LL WASH 
OFF your “TAN”? 


“Ру 


І TRY Нот То 
+Аке А BATH 


DAN 
e a 
YLSI o 


SIGURISTA NA 
LAYMINISTER 


LEO (July 23 to Aug. 
22): You want to help 
someone. You're willing 
to use the resources of 


CANCER (June 21 to 
Suly 22): Spiritual rel 
Жош and philosophical 
Fleas inspire you! Your 
appreciation of beauty is 
Helghtened. Youre at- 
tracted to new deas 


DaAiLY CROSSWORD 


ACROSS 

1 Swipes 

7 Communist 

paganda 

15 тае without 
comprehension. 

лв Cty Southeast 
of los Angeles 

17 Captivate 

18 Values 

19 Quanity of 


SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to 
Nov. 21): See a movie, 


gm 

20 Caniankerous 
сроду 

22 Ughton one's 
feat 


SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22 
to Dec. 21): Memories 
of your childhood might 
‘come to mind today Per- 
haps a family member 
needs to confide in you 


26 Swaying from 

Side lo side 
29 Chest bone 
32 Teheran 


resident 

эз Small change 

34 Deadly poison 

36 Brightened 

36 Barroom spigot 

37 Bich tee 

зв Меп before 
holidays 

39 Golyi 

10 Gulitle 

41 Мару 
embarrassed 

42 Tsushima 
Island location 

аи Bath place 

6 Police symbol 

46 Winter cleanup 
device 


CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 
to Jan. 19): Don't worry 
ifyou spend a cof time 


By Tom Pruce 
Chicago, I. 


5 Londoner's 
restroom 

в Promenade 

7 Country singer 
Jackson 

8 Open-mouthed 
stare 

9 Mark produced 
by pressure 

10 Growing 
wearer 

11 Groom vith 
excess vanity 

12 Level lo he 


AQUARIUS (Jan. 20 to 
Feb. 18): This is not a 
good day to try to do de- 


TOU BORN TODA Youre baht and metal agile. Others love your quic sense of umor You ike foreign 
тоова meng no pes tou eed bala co Бу pee Tempa of your e pet ce 
places and meeting new peti leerte dow emotionally and physically. Expect major changes this year peras 
a К Malen actress; Uma Thurman, eres; Zubin Mehta, conductor 
ARIES (March 21 to GEMINI (May 21 to 
©) ‘April 19): You fel self- (9 Sune 20): Today you 
KS easy to put te needs nce ийй а parens, bos 
and ants of others bee SE teacher such à way 
fore your dnd VERS ORE a that makes ie possible for youtobelp thing thar you share 
тоо аат" in need. (THis is admirable) 
VIRGO (Aug. 23 t 
May 20): You wil have Sepe 224" Tis de 
an inspired, discusion S EE 
uva end ors mem D Geer тобе waes 
Wü case fiends and 
Somebody зау; some: 
thing that elevates Your Meas and шс and und toward, someone 
youraspratons now (and vice vers) each of you 
ligo ien o бе aer side 
Bay" AL work you have 
deis about how to make 
things more ssh and 
so want ro help a co-worker rst 
Jour gut instincts today 
е thing ВУК. Romance 
Beads ae well Youre 
ало whimsy and 
бео you non 
m7 
ате Today 
Lo. ler of 
to furry epe, the’ mier of 
‘reams and fantasies, 
EE Just ко tere Jn fa, 
your mina keeps dring 


BY FRANCIS DRAKE 
as significantas in 1997) 
Binh 
Tess toward others toda have some kind of influ- 
noble impulse- Sianebodyclie-Possb,amauthor else, to benefit a third-party who is 
TAURUS (April 20 to 
ber of a group toda 
Gene partners. Because you feel sympa 
e LIBRA (Sept, 23 to Oct. 
Sttracive, You might al- 
visit a park, do some- 
fantasy today. Escapist activities 
your thoughts, i linked 
off, thinking about the pastor the fü 
tracts you today. You 


вт Drink for two? 

53 Gas or 
petroleum. 
condat 

54 Increasing 

51 Cham 

58 "Tro Devis 
Diclonarf 
vartar 

во Loathed 

80 Bingas 


pown 
1 Spout 
2 Cline of 
Madagasca's 
з баю 
compat 
4 Upper ii 
LI 


PISCES (Reb. 19 to 
March 20): Something 
loxsrous and perhaps 
highly fashionable ас 


14 Permission зр 
21 Fission ste 
23 Less 
24 Radar sigral 
26 More 
dasplcoblo 
27 Backconb 
28 Synchvorized. 
29 Goodyear 
испее 
30 Косове 
31 Tours topper 
34 Trumpet biast 


ture.. 
will buy it if you can af- 


ford it. All beautiful things appeal to 
уор now! 


27 Body or knock 

вайп 

39 Mischievous 
creatures 

42 пап fist 
тате 

43 Bushes 

^4 Nonontly 

46 Went fast 


47 Number ofa 
out? 

48 Boas 

48 Back hen 

50 Uninvted 

52 Years ar 
years 

56 Apple seed 

56 For each 
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West Coastin’ 

For some reason, my buddies and Tove 
taking your music to the beach, as a 
soundtrack for sunset cocktails, iPod 
breaks, or whatnot. Your sound is uplift- 
ing, melodic, and distinctly West Coast, 
that’s why. How did that type of sound 
evolve? 2 

I think your environment affects your cre- 
ative state of mind. I think being in San Fran- 

, cisco and living there really influenced me to 
‘write and produce music like that. 
Did you meet all the people who did the 
Vocals on your tracks in San Francisco? Or 
do you meet them along the way? 

T meet them all over the place. Actually I 
found a guy on MySpace and I just asked him 
to sing on one of my next songs. Somebody 
sent me his link and 1 liked his voice. So Pm 
constantly looking for people to work with. 

‘And collaborate with. 

Yeah! All the time. That's always some- 
thing that’s on my mind. While I'm on the 
road, I get a lot of demos. So sometimes I find 
people that way. 


Soul and sunshine 

, How do you translate the positive ener- 
gy when you're producing a track? Do you 
think of the people in the club? 

‘You write and produce what you are. My 
musics a reflection of the person Tam. I don’t 
think its one thing in particular that inspires 
meto make uplifting music. Lhave an outlook 
with alot of sunshine, you know. 

‘Yeah, I get you. There's dark house, then 


there's stuff you play at 2 in the moming 
when everyone's high. There's also trendy 
French, Latin, and Italian house. Then 
there'syou. 

‘Well definitely my music always plays much 
better—or it’s more popular—where theres а 
beachfront. Like that big place in Sydney where 
Т played. Or at Coachella [California], an out- 
door festival, during the дау. It seems like [the 
music] translates well in those situations. 
Maybe that’s 'cause I love California and living 
there. 

‘Again, most of my pals, those who travel 
around a lot, bring your music wherever 
they go. That's actually how I discovered 
“тез You, It’s Me” in late 2002. I mean, it's 
still around and it still sounds great. 

Sure, it’s 5 years old and people are still 
singing it. That's definitely what 1 try to do with 
my music. 1 пу and write melodies and lyrics 
that can stick with people. 


Come on, I'm feeling everything 

How did you react when you found out 
people in the Philippines actually dug your 
music? 

Twas surprised! Ies always crazy to me how 
far and wide the music can reach and spread. I 
mean, Tve traveled to many places that | 
would've never have an idea that my music had. 
made itto. 

Do you customize your playlist for the au- 
dience? Or do you have a standard one? 

ү} пеенайу Thats partof the ап of being 
ар). 

‘Winging it? 

Yeah; You see what [the audience is] vibing 


sslines ~~. 


off of and you work with that. Most of the time 
1 пай it but there are definitely some times 
that Tm not really sure what they want. I don't 
think they know what they want! (laughs) 


Ws you, it's me, it’s him 
Do you play a lot of your own tracks at 


your gigs? 

Yeah, I play a lot of my own music. I think ғ 
because I write and produce so much of my 
‘own music that people come to the show ex- | 
респ me to play some of my music. Whe: 
first started out, I thought it was alite self 
duigent to play my own music but I realized 
that people actually come to the show ... 

Expecting to hear your stuffl 

Yeah. I think with the Internet, my music's 
gone out there and people show up and they 
don't know that Tim a DJ. They just know my 
songs and they expect to see a band or some 
sort of live performance. Like a ten-piece band 
or something. And I'm like, nab, I'm just a DJ. 
if my music spreads more to those kinds of 
people [who get the impression I'm а band] 
it's important for me to convey my sound in 
my DJset. I kinda need to play my own tracks. 

‘So any tips for aspiring/wannabe DJs, 
like, uhm, me? 


4 


Presented by Dunhill. Special thanks to 
‘Superfly, O Music, Preview Magazine, and. 
FHM. For more info, hit up www.kaskade- 
music.com. Yall can ask him to add you, 
too: www.myspace.com/kaskademusic. 


N-Gage, : 


Chocolait coloring material 


storytelling, 
dus Yon 


Color Your Life. summer events: 


Rosa, Laguna. 
April 22.- Timezone, Glorietta 
May Ы -8 Waves, Bulacan 


May 20 -Pirie Forest, Festival Mall 


Ly 


This summer, Color Your Life with Magnolia Chocolait and you can 


You can also join Color Your Life summer events and en 


Aprile -Easter Celebration at Enchanted Kingdon, 


‚ April 24 - Timezone, Alabang Town Center 


Мад 13. = enchanted kmqdon, Sta Pos 


Mas млад, mas masayal 


po 


s Lama 


May 27 -©-®ок, Robinson's Place, Mania: 


nin a Sony PSP, 

" + is dust buy Specialis mated 
one (Ù liter Magada Chacolait packs and creatively color the attached Color Your Life. 
Use any coloring medium, any coloring styles 


- Sree carnival rides, magic Seo, 
Sun art activities, Sace painting, henna tattooing, and So much more. 
G ninaa a Косан Because, life ® So тшсй better m color? 


Promo period from 
April 16 +o dune 2, 2006 
Please see complete details 

at the back of 
Magnolia Chocclai | liter packs 
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x PHOTOS DANIEL TAN 

OUSE MUSIC JUNKIES—THOSE 

with a default weekend state of 

mind—have called. his tunes the 

Soundtrack to,the soul. The wealth of beats, 

inspirational loops, and sunny-side-up vibes 

have made San Francisco producer and DJ 
Kaskade, well, the shizzle. 

He was born Ryan Raddon in Chicago, but 
close buds started calling him Kaskade and it 
stuck. This subsequent DJ moniker suited his 
style nicely, evoking spanking beaches and 
laidback basslines. Breaking out in post-glow- 
stick 2003 with the still-superb gem “It’s You, 
des Me,” Kaskade has since rolled with dance- 


floor deities like Ben Watt, Marques Wyatt, 
and Roger Sanchez. 


[Age against 
tbe machine |... 


GinodelaPaz', E 


Balancing the otherworldliness of his trade- 
mark sound with his flop-flop-friendly nature, 
Kaskade recently reeled into the Philippines to 
give us kids a totally sweet sunrise session. Su- 
per! caught up with him before his pre-Easter 
gig at-the Coconut Palace and powwowed 
about meeting peeps on MySpace, life in the 
global party pipeline, and these strange round 
things called records, 

Tread somewhere that you started build- 
ing your vinyl collection in the '80s. What 
was the first record you bought? а 

Tbought my first record in 1985 and the rea- 
són I remember that was ‘cause I wasn't old 
enough to drive. I didn’t have my license yet. 1 
was 15 and my mom drove me to the record 
stores, which was a big deal back then. And I 
bought a few records, but the first house music 
record I bought, 1 think, was called "The Flight" 
Itwasn'ta famous record at all. 

Yeah. Never heard of that. So what's the 
running total now? 

My [music] collection is huge. Somewhere 
around 10,000. 

Allvinyl or do you have CDs as well? 

Now Tve been using CDs a lot more in my 
performances just because I travel so much. It 
makes it easier to lug more music around, but 
thats only pretty recent with me. I've been ex- 
clusively [using] vinyl for years and years [be- 
fore that). 


Bedroom DJ е 

DJing inspired you to make music, Did 
youevertakelessons? + 

Iwas a bedroom DJ for years. I started play 
‘ing records in '85 and I had a couple OK gigs in 
the early '90s but then I really didn't do it as a 
profession. 1 didnt actually make money, like, 
get paid, until 1995. That was my first paying 


~~ 
на 


yoga 


sig: 

‘How did you learn the technical aspects? 
Tm taking lessons now and it's kinda hard to 
cue a vinyl record. CDs are way easier. 

I was just self-taught, In the studio, it was the 
same thing. | just started buying more and 
more gear and taught myself how to use it. I 
didn't have any formal training. The only for- 
‘mal music training 1 had was.T was in,choir in 
high school. You know, for four years. 

And that helped? Ta 

Yeah, sure. Of course. You know, you can 
write music and read it a little bit. But! mean, I 
don’t really rely on that very much, (laughs) 


Home bass ` 
You've lived everywhere from suburban 
Chicago to the University of Utah. Moving 
from the cradle of house music to, uhm, the 
mountains, can you describe the house mu- 
C. УД sic scene in Salt Lake City circa 1992? 
Unbeatable NETER refreshments, IOO% RDA Vitamin C [Dope eae m 


, е: There were а few guys who had moved to Salt. 
goodness In every ice-cold pitcher. Mom, is makes tine mh Take for university or for whatever reason. One 


„ TE ^ guy had moved from New York and another 
spent together refreshingly special, i t Я om San Francisco—just a couple guys who 
pex beget ^8 [н iv. Mom, 2 d P were collecting records at that time. 
Whoa. Have you gone back ever since? 
How has it changed? ч 
1 go back and play shows a couple times a 
year. Salt Lake's awesome! Its a great place; I 
love it there, I miss it sometimes..1 miss the 
н aN EF EES aa mountains for'sure) But jt's good now. They 
ра have like more clubs there that are packed and 
they fly people in. x 
I hear it’s a great party place, in an alter- 
native, Mormon way. What's SLC (Salt Lake 
City) like now? How are the curfews? 
They stop serving at 1 a.m, California stops 
at 2, New York is 4am." 
снов 


